
History Of The Grange Movement

The history of the Grange movement is a significant chapter in the story of American agriculture
and rural life. Emerging in the mid-19th century, the Grange movement was primarily a response to
the economic struggles faced by farmers in the United States. It aimed to provide social, educational,
and political support to farmers, ultimately transforming the agricultural landscape and impacting
rural communities across the nation. This article delves into the origins, development, and lasting
effects of the Grange movement.

Origins of the Grange Movement

The Grange movement began in 1867 with the formation of the National Grange of the Order of
Patrons of Husbandry. This organization was founded by a group of farmers and agricultural
enthusiasts, including Oliver Hudson Kelley, who sought to create a supportive community for
farmers. The primary goals of the Grange included:

Enhancing the quality of life for farmers and their families.

Providing educational opportunities related to agriculture.

Advocating for political reforms to benefit rural communities.

The movement arose in a context where farmers were increasingly burdened by various challenges,



including:

Economic hardships due to fluctuating crop prices.1.

High transportation costs imposed by railroads.2.

Limited access to markets for selling goods.3.

These challenges prompted farmers to seek collective action, leading to the establishment of Granger
societies at local levels.

Growth and Expansion

Throughout the late 19th century, the Grange movement experienced rapid growth. By the 1870s, the
organization had expanded significantly, with thousands of local Granges established across the
United States. This expansion was fueled by various factors:

Community Building

The Grange became a hub for community life, organizing social events, educational programs, and
cooperative buying initiatives. Local Granges often held meetings where members could share
farming techniques, discuss economic challenges, and enjoy social activities. The sense of community
fostered by the Grange helped to alleviate the isolation often felt by rural farmers.

Political Advocacy

One of the most critical aspects of the Grange movement was its political activism. Grangers sought
to influence local and national policies that impacted agriculture. They advocated for:

Regulation of railroad rates to reduce transportation costs.

Establishment of agricultural colleges.

Reforms in the banking system to provide better credit options for farmers.

The Grange's political efforts culminated in the formation of the Granger Movement, which aimed to
implement reforms at various levels of government. The movement gained significant traction in
several states, leading to the election of Grange-supported candidates to state legislatures.



Challenges and Decline

Despite its successes, the Grange movement faced numerous challenges in the late 19th century. The
rise of commercial agriculture and the consolidation of farms into larger units diminished the
influence of small farmers. Additionally, the emergence of other agricultural organizations, such as
the Farmers' Alliance and the Populist Party, divided the focus of rural activism.

Internal Struggles

As membership grew, internal disagreements emerged regarding the direction of the organization.
Some members advocated for a more radical approach to reform, while others preferred to focus on
cooperative efforts. This division weakened the Grange's cohesion and effectiveness.

Economic Changes

The late 19th century also brought about significant economic changes, including the rise of industrial
agriculture, which altered the dynamics of farming. Many small farmers found it increasingly difficult
to compete with larger agribusinesses. As a result, the Grange's influence began to wane.

Legacy of the Grange Movement

Despite its decline, the Grange movement left a lasting legacy on American agriculture and rural life.
Its impact can be observed in several key areas:

Cooperative Movement

The Grange played a pivotal role in the development of the cooperative movement in agriculture. It
inspired farmers to form cooperatives for purchasing supplies, marketing crops, and sharing
resources. This spirit of cooperation continues to thrive today, with various agricultural cooperatives
operating across the nation.

Political Influence

The Grange's advocacy for farmers' rights laid the groundwork for future agricultural movements and
organizations. The political engagement of Grangers contributed to the establishment of regulations
in the transportation and banking sectors, ultimately benefiting farmers in the long run.



Educational Initiatives

The Grange contributed significantly to the promotion of agricultural education. It supported the
establishment of agricultural colleges and promoted research in farming techniques, which has had a
lasting impact on agricultural practices in the United States.

Modern Grange Organizations

Today, the Grange movement is still alive through various state and local Grange organizations. While
the focus has shifted to encompass broader issues beyond agriculture, the core principles of
community, education, and advocacy remain central to the movement. Modern Granges engage in:

Community service projects.

Advocacy for rural issues, including healthcare and education.

Preservation of rural traditions and culture.

Conclusion

The history of the Grange movement is a testament to the resilience and solidarity of farmers in the
face of adversity. Emerging as a response to economic challenges, the Grange not only provided a
support network for farmers but also influenced agricultural policies and practices in the United
States. Its legacy continues to shape rural communities today, demonstrating the enduring
importance of collective action in addressing the needs of farmers and rural residents. As modern
challenges arise, the spirit of the Grange movement serves as a reminder of the power of unity and
advocacy in fostering positive change within agricultural communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary purpose of the Grange Movement when
it was founded?
The primary purpose of the Grange Movement, founded in 1867, was to provide a social and
educational organization for farmers, promoting their economic interests and advocating for
agricultural reform.

Who founded the Grange Movement and when?
The Grange Movement was founded by Oliver Hudson Kelley and a group of farmers in 1867.



How did the Grange Movement influence agricultural policies
in the United States?
The Grange Movement influenced agricultural policies by advocating for railroad regulation, the
establishment of cooperative buying and selling practices, and pushing for legislation that benefited
farmers.

What were some key achievements of the Grange Movement
during its peak?
Key achievements of the Grange Movement included the establishment of state Grange organizations,
the promotion of rural education, and successful lobbying for the Granger Laws, which regulated
railroad rates.

In what ways did the Grange Movement promote community
and social connections among farmers?
The Grange Movement promoted community and social connections by organizing local chapters
where members could gather for educational events, social activities, and discussions about
agricultural issues.

What role did the Grange Movement play in the development
of the Populist Movement?
The Grange Movement helped lay the groundwork for the Populist Movement by raising awareness of
the struggles faced by farmers and advocating for political reforms that would address their economic
grievances.

How did the decline of the Grange Movement occur in the late
19th century?
The decline of the Grange Movement in the late 19th century occurred due to internal divisions,
competition from other agricultural organizations, and the inability to sustain momentum in the face
of changing economic conditions.

What is the significance of the Grange Movement in
contemporary agriculture?
The significance of the Grange Movement in contemporary agriculture lies in its legacy of cooperative
efforts, advocacy for rural communities, and the establishment of organizations that continue to
support farmers' rights and interests.

How did the Grange Movement impact rural education?
The Grange Movement significantly impacted rural education by advocating for better educational
opportunities, establishing libraries, and promoting the importance of education as essential for the
progress of farming communities.
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