
History Of The Kiowa Tribe

The Kiowa Tribe has a rich and complex history that spans centuries,
encompassing their origins, migration, cultural practices, conflicts, and
modern-day issues. The Kiowa people, known for their warrior culture and deep
spiritual beliefs, have played a significant role in the history of the Great
Plains and the broader narrative of Native American tribes in the United
States. This article explores the Kiowa Tribe's history, from their early
beginnings to their contemporary status.

Origins and Migration

The Kiowa Tribe is believed to have originated in the northern regions of
present-day Montana and Canada. Archaeological evidence suggests that they
were once part of the larger Plains Indian culture, which included various
tribes that shared similar lifestyles and beliefs.

Theories of Migration

- Northern Migration: One theory posits that the Kiowa migrated south from
present-day Canada, influenced by the introduction of horses by Spanish



explorers in the 16th century.
- Western Migration: Another theory suggests that they moved westward from
the Great Lakes region, following the buffalo herds that were central to
their way of life.

By the 18th century, the Kiowa had settled in the southern Great Plains,
primarily in areas that are now Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mexico.

Social Structure and Culture

The Kiowa Tribe had a complex social structure that emphasized kinship and
communal ties. They were organized into bands, each led by a chief who was
responsible for making decisions on behalf of the group.

Tribal Organization

- Bands: The Kiowa were divided into several bands, each with its own
territory and resources.
- Councils: Elders held significant power in decision-making, and councils
were formed to discuss important issues such as warfare, trade, and resource
management.

Spiritual Beliefs

The Kiowa Tribe had a rich spiritual life, with beliefs centered around
nature and the cosmos. Their mythology included various deities and spirits,
and they engaged in numerous rituals and ceremonies, including:

- Sun Dance: A ceremonial dance that was central to their spirituality,
signifying renewal and the connection to the Creator.
- Vision Quests: Young men would undergo vision quests to seek guidance and
establish their roles within the tribe.

Contact with Europeans

The arrival of European settlers in the 17th and 18th centuries dramatically
altered the Kiowa way of life. Initially, the Kiowa engaged in trade with the
Spanish and later the French and British. However, as more settlers moved
westward, conflicts arose.

Trade and Alliances

- Spanish Influence: The Kiowa initially traded with Spanish settlers,
acquiring horses, firearms, and other goods that enhanced their hunting and
warfare capabilities.
- French and British Relations: The Kiowa also engaged in trade with French
and British traders, expanding their economic opportunities.



Conflict and Displacement

- Inter-Tribal Conflicts: As the Kiowa expanded their territory, they
experienced conflicts with neighboring tribes, such as the Comanche and
Apache.
- U.S. Expansion: The westward expansion of the United States in the 19th
century led to increased pressure on Kiowa lands, resulting in violent
confrontations and treaties that forced them onto reservations.

Warfare and Resistance

The Kiowa were known for their formidable warrior culture, which they
utilized to protect their lands and way of life. Their resistance to U.S.
expansion was marked by several key conflicts.

Major Conflicts

- Red River War (1874-1875): This conflict marked a significant point in
Kiowa history, as U.S. forces sought to subdue the tribe and other Plains
Indians. The war culminated in the surrender of the Kiowa and the forced
relocation to reservations.
- Battle of the Washita (1868): A notable engagement where Colonel George
Custer attacked a Kiowa village, resulting in significant loss of life and
further displacement of the Kiowa people.

Life on the Reservation

Following their defeat in the Red River War, the Kiowa were confined to the
Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache Reservation in southwestern Oklahoma. Life on the
reservation presented numerous challenges.

Challenges Faced

- Cultural Disruption: Traditional ways of life were severely disrupted, as
the Kiowa were forced to adapt to a sedentary lifestyle.
- Economic Hardship: The loss of hunting grounds and traditional resources
led to poverty and reliance on government rations.
- Education and Assimilation: The establishment of Indian boarding schools
aimed to assimilate Kiowa children into Euro-American culture, often erasing
their languages and traditions.

Modern Era and Revitalization

Despite the challenges faced throughout the 20th century, the Kiowa Tribe has
experienced a resurgence in cultural pride and community development.



Political Organization

In 1934, the Indian Reorganization Act allowed tribes to establish self-
governance. The Kiowa Tribe formed a government and began to reclaim their
rights and resources.

Cultural Revitalization

- Language Preservation: Efforts to revitalize the Kiowa language have been
initiated through education programs and community classes.
- Cultural Festivals: Annual powwows and cultural events celebrate Kiowa
traditions, fostering unity and pride among members.

Economic Development

The Kiowa Tribe has invested in economic development
projects, including:

- Casino Ventures: The establishment of gaming
enterprises has provided significant revenue for the
tribe.
- Tourism Initiatives: Cultural tourism has become an
avenue for sharing Kiowa heritage with the broader
community.

Conclusion

The history of the Kiowa Tribe is a testament to
resilience and adaptability in the face of adversity.
From their origins in the northern plains to their
modern-day struggles and triumphs, the Kiowa have
maintained a strong cultural identity. Their journey
reflects the broader experiences of many Native
American tribes in the United States, marked by a
continuous effort to reclaim their heritage, rights,
and place in the world. As they move forward, the
Kiowa Tribe remains committed to preserving their
traditions and fostering a strong community for



future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the origins of the Kiowa tribe?

The Kiowa tribe originated in the northern plains of
the United States, with historical evidence
suggesting they migrated from the northern regions of
Canada to the southern plains in the 18th century.

What role did the Kiowa tribe play in the Great
Plains ecosystem?

The Kiowa tribe was a nomadic people who primarily
hunted buffalo and gathered wild plants, playing a
crucial role in the ecosystem by managing the buffalo
herds and maintaining the balance of the prairie
environment.

How did the Kiowa tribe interact with European
settlers?

The Kiowa tribe had complex interactions with
European settlers, including trade, conflict, and
eventual displacement, particularly during the
westward expansion of the United States in the 19th
century.

What significant events marked the history of the
Kiowa tribe in the 19th century?

Key events include the signing of treaties such as
the Treaty of Medicine Lodge in 1867, which aimed to
confine the Kiowa to reservations, and the subsequent
battles and conflicts as they resisted these changes.

How has the Kiowa tribe preserved its culture and
traditions in modern times?

The Kiowa tribe has worked to preserve its culture
through language revitalization efforts, cultural
education programs, and the celebration of



traditional ceremonies and festivals, ensuring the
continuation of their heritage.

What is the significance of the Kiowa Five in Native
American art?

The Kiowa Five refers to a group of five Kiowa
artists who gained national recognition in the early
20th century for their contributions to Native
American art, significantly influencing the
representation of indigenous culture through their
paintings.
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