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Murfreesboro, TN, is a city that boasts a rich and diverse history, reflecting the broader
narrative of the United States. Located in Rutherford County, it has evolved from a small
settlement into a vibrant community known for its significant historical landmarks,
educational institutions, and cultural heritage. This article delves into the history of
Murfreesboro, exploring its founding, development, and key events that have shaped its
identity.

Early Settlement and Founding

Murfreesboro's history began in the late 18th century. The area was initially inhabited by
Native American tribes, primarily the Cherokee and Creek peoples. However, as European
settlers moved westward, they began to establish communities in Middle Tennessee.

- 1799: The town was founded by Major William Lytle, who laid out the town's streets and
named it after his friend, Colonel Hardy Murfree.

- 1804: The Tennessee General Assembly designated Murfreesboro as the county seat of
Rutherford County. This strategic location allowed it to flourish as a center of commerce
and governance.

The early settlers primarily engaged in agriculture, taking advantage of the fertile soil and
favorable climate. The town quickly grew, attracting more inhabitants and businesses.

Growth and Development in the 19th Century

As the 19th century progressed, Murfreesboro continued to develop significantly. The
invention of the steam engine and the expansion of the railroad network played crucial



roles in the town's growth.

- Railroad Expansion: In the 1850s, the arrival of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad
connected Murfreesboro to larger markets, enhancing trade opportunities and
encouraging further settlement.

- Population Growth: By 1860, the population had grown to over 2,000 residents, with a
diverse economy that included agriculture, textile production, and trade.

However, this period of growth was interrupted by the Civil War, which would have a
lasting impact on Murfreesboro.

The Civil War Era

Murfreesboro was a significant site during the American Civil War, serving as a strategic
location for both Confederate and Union forces. The town witnessed two major battles that
would alter its landscape and community deeply.

The Battle of Murfreesboro (Stones River)

- Date: December 31, 1862 - January 2, 1863

- Forces: The battle was fought between the Army of the Cumberland, led by Major
General William Rosecrans, and the Confederate Army of Tennessee, commanded by
General Braxton Bragg.

This fierce battle resulted in approximately 24,000 casualties, marking it as one of the
bloodiest battles in the Western Theater of the Civil War. The Union victory at Stones
River helped to secure Middle Tennessee for the Union and boosted Northern morale.

Post-War Reconstruction

Following the war, Murfreesboro faced a period of reconstruction, both physically and
socially. The town rebuilt itself, with many of its historic structures damaged or destroyed
during the conflict.

- Economic Recovery: The economy gradually diversified, with industries such as cotton
and lumber becoming prominent, alongside agriculture.

- Cultural Developments: Education became a focal point during this period, leading to the
establishment of schools and institutions that would contribute to the region's intellectual
growth.

20th Century Transformation

Murfreesboro's growth accelerated in the 20th century, transforming from a small town



into a thriving city. Several key developments marked this era.

Higher Education and Institutional Growth

- Middle Tennessee State University (MTSU): Founded in 1911 as a teacher training
school, MTSU grew into one of the largest universities in Tennessee. Its establishment
played a significant role in shaping the educational landscape of Murfreesboro and
attracting a diverse student body.

The university has expanded its programs and facilities over the decades, contributing to
the local economy and culture.

Economic Expansion and Urban Development

- Post-War Boom: The post-World War II era brought significant economic growth and
urbanization to Murfreesboro. The population surged, and new neighborhoods and
commercial districts emerged.

- Infrastructure Improvements: The construction of highways and modern roads facilitated
access to the city, encouraging businesses to relocate and expand.

Modern Era

Today, Murfreesboro is recognized as one of Tennessee's fastest-growing cities, blending
its historical heritage with modern advancements. The community is known for its
commitment to preserving its history while embracing progress.

Historic Preservation Efforts

- Landmark Sites: The city has undertaken efforts to preserve its historic sites, such as the
Oaklands Mansion and the Sam Davis Home, which serve as reminders of its rich past.

- Cultural Festivals: Events like the annual Murfreesboro Christmas Parade and the Main
Street JazzFest celebrate the city's culture and history, bringing together residents and
visitors alike.

Demographics and Economy

- Population Growth: According to the 2020 census, Murfreesboro had a population of over
146,000, making it one of the largest cities in Tennessee.

- Economic Diversity: The economy is diverse, with key sectors including education,
healthcare, retail, and manufacturing. The presence of MTSU also contributes significantly
to the local economy.



Conclusion

The history of Murfreesboro, TN, is a testament to the resilience and spirit of its people.
From its humble beginnings as a small settlement to its current status as a vibrant city,
Murfreesboro has continuously evolved while honoring its historical roots. The city's
ability to adapt to changing times while preserving its heritage is a narrative that
resonates with many American towns. As Murfreesboro continues to grow and thrive, it
remains a significant chapter in the story of Tennessee and the broader history of the
United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Murfreesboro, TN founded?

Murfreesboro was founded in the year 1811.

What significant role did Murfreesboro play during the
Civil War?

Murfreesboro was a strategic location during the Civil War, serving as the site of the
Battle of Stones River in 1862-1863.

What is the historical significance of the Stones River
National Battlefield?

The Stones River National Battlefield commemorates the site of a major Civil War battle
and honors the sacrifices made by soldiers during the conflict.

What was Murfreesboro's original name?

Murfreesboro was originally named 'Cannonsburgh' before being renamed in honor of
Colonel Hardy Murfree.

How did the founding of Middle Tennessee State
University impact Murfreesboro?

The founding of Middle Tennessee State University in 1911 significantly contributed to the
city's growth, education, and economy.

What is the importance of the historic downtown area in
Murfreesboro?

The historic downtown area features preserved buildings and landmarks that reflect the
city’s rich history and serves as a cultural hub.



Which notable historic site in Murfreesboro is known
for its connection to the Trail of Tears?

The historic site of the Old Fort in Murfreesboro is noted for its connection to the Trail of
Tears, where Native Americans were relocated.

What is the significance of the 1863 Battle of Stones
River?

The Battle of Stones River was significant as it resulted in a Union victory, bolstering
Northern morale and securing control of central Tennessee.

What architectural styles are prevalent in
Murfreesboro's historic buildings?

Murfreesboro features a mix of architectural styles including Greek Revival, Victorian, and
Gothic Revival, showcasing its historical development.
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