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Hoi4 Communist China Guide: A Comprehensive Strategy for Success

Hearts of Iron IV (HoI4), the grand strategy game developed by Paradox
Interactive, offers players a vast array of choices and pathways as they
navigate the tumultuous years leading up to and during World War II. One of
the most intriguing nations to play in HoI4 is Communist China, a country
with a rich history, complex political landscape, and unique gameplay
mechanics. This guide will explore the strategies, events, and challenges
that come with leading Communist China to victory.

Understanding Communist China

Communist China starts in a precarious position in 1936. The country is
embroiled in civil conflict, with the Nationalists (Kuomintang) controlling
most of the territory. However, the Communist Party of China (CPC), led by
Mao Zedong, has the potential to seize power and unify the nation under
communist ideology.

Key Features of Communist China

1. National Focus Tree: Communist China's focus tree is extensive, allowing
players to pursue a variety of strategies ranging from internal consolidation
to external expansion.

2. Faction Affiliations: Initially, Communist China is not part of any
faction, which provides flexibility in diplomatic relations. Players can
choose to ally with the Soviet Union or pursue independence.

3. Resource Limitations: The nation starts with limited industrial capacity
and resources, making it crucial to manage production and trade effectively.

Starting Out: 1936 Strategy
Initial Objectives
At the start of the game, your primary objectives should be:

— Consolidate Power: Defeat the Nationalists and establish control over
China.



— Build Your Army: Focus on creating a strong military to defend against
external threats while preparing for the civil war.

— Develop Infrastructure: Improve infrastructure to support industrial growth
and troop movement.

Focus Tree Path

The focus tree is a vital aspect of your strategy. Here’s a recommended path
for your initial focuses:

1. Land Reform: This focus will help you gain popular support and increase
your manpower.

2. The United Front: Consider forming a united front against Japanese
aggression. This can help in the fight against external threats while you
consolidate power internally.

3. Strengthen the Party: Focus on internal policies that will enhance your
political power and stability.

Civil War: Defeating the Nationalists
Preparing for War

Before engaging in civil war, ensure you have a well-rounded military.
Prioritize the following:

— Infantry Divisions: Build a solid base of infantry divisions, as they are
the backbone of your army.

— Special Forces: Consider creating mountain troops to navigate the
challenging terrain of China.

— Artillery Support: Ensure you have sufficient artillery to provide support
during key battles.

Engaging the Nationalists

Once you feel prepared, declare war on the Nationalists. Here are some
tactics to consider:

— Use of Terrain: Leverage China’s geography to your advantage. Mountains and
rivers can be used defensively.

— Guerrilla Warfare: Employ guerrilla tactics to disrupt Nationalist supply
lines and operations.

— Encircle and Destroy: Attempt to encircle Nationalist divisions to
eliminate them decisively.

Post-Civil War: Building a Communist State

Establishing Control

Once you have defeated the Nationalists, focus on consolidating your power:
— Political Purges: Eliminate any opposition within your ranks to ensure
stability.

— Economic Reforms: Transition the economic system to align with communist
ideals. Focus on land redistribution and industrialization.

National Focuses Post-Civil War

Following the civil war, shift your focus to the following tree branches:



1. Industrial Expansion: Increase your industrial output to better support
your military and economy.

2. Military Modernization: Invest in modernizing your forces to prepare for
future conflicts.

Dealing with External Threats
Japanese Aggression

One of the most immediate threats Communist China faces is Japanese
aggression. It’s crucial to be prepared for war with Japan. Consider the
following strategies:

— Form Alliances: Seek to ally with the Soviet Union or other communist
nations to deter Japanese expansion.

— Develop a Defense Strategy: Fortify key cities and regions that are likely
to be targeted by Japanese forces.

— Guerrilla Tactics: Similar to your approach in the civil war, employ
guerrilla tactics to hinder Japanese supply lines and operations.

The United Front

If you haven’t formed a united front previously, now is the time.
Collaborating with Nationalist forces can be beneficial in repelling Japanese
advances. However, be cautious of potential betrayals and maintain vigilance
over your allies.

Expansion and International Relations
Post-War Expansion

Once you have secured your position in China, consider expanding your
influence in Asia. Here are some potential targets:

- Southeast Asia: Nations like Vietnam and Thailand can be valuable additions
to your communist sphere.
- Mongolia: An easy target to expand your territory and influence.

Diplomatic Strategies
Engage in diplomacy to strengthen your position:

— Join Comintern: Allying with the Soviet Union and other communist nations
can provide military and economic support.

— Influence Neighboring Nations: Use diplomacy to foster communist movements
in nearby countries, creating a buffer against imperialist powers.

Conclusion: Leading Communist China to Victory

Playing as Communist China in HoI4 presents a unique blend of challenges and
opportunities. By consolidating power, engaging in strategic warfare, and
navigating international relations, players can transform China into a
formidable communist powerhouse. The key to success lies in understanding
your strengths, leveraging your unique focus tree, and adapting your strategy
to the ever-changing geopolitical landscape of the time. Whether you aim to
create a vast communist empire or simply ensure the survival of your nation,
the journey of Communist China is one filled with potential and intrigue.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best focuses to prioritize for Communist
China in HOIA4?

Prioritize the focuses that strengthen your industry and military, such as
'The People's Liberation Army' and 'Land Reform'. These will help build a
solid foundation for your war efforts.

How can I effectively manage my manpower as Communist
China?

Focus on recruiting from the population, using the 'Mass Assault' doctrine to
maximize your manpower usage. Also, consider enacting policies that improve
recruitment efficiency.

What strategies should I employ to deal with Japan as
Communist China?

Use guerrilla tactics and focus on defensive warfare. Try to unite with other
factions in China to create a stronger front against Japan, and seek to
exploit any weaknesses in their supply lines.

Which political advisors are essential for Communist
China?

Select advisors that enhance your economy and military capabilities, such as
those that improve factory output or increase army experience. Look for
options that boost your national unity as well.

How do I handle the war with Nationalist China?

Focus on encircling their troops and cutting off supply routes. Use your air
force to gain air superiority, and consider launching coordinated attacks
with other factions to overwhelm them.

What are the ideal research priorities for Communist
China?

Focus on infantry equipment, artillery, and industry-related technologies to
bolster your production capabilities. Also, invest in land doctrines to
improve your military effectiveness.

How can I expand my territory effectively as
Communist China?

After defeating Nationalist China, consider securing alliances with other
communist nations or factions. Use your industry to build a strong army and
then focus on weaker neighbors or opportunistic expansions.

What is the best way to manage resources as Communist
China?

Trade for essential resources you lack, and focus on developing your own



resource production through national focuses and industrial investments.
Prioritize synthetic o0il and rubber production.

How can I influence other nations as Communist China
in HOI4-?

Use the 'Comintern' faction to influence other communist nations. Focus on
spreading communist ideology through diplomacy and support for communist
uprisings in non-aligned countries.
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