
History Of Ruby Falls

History of Ruby Falls is a captivating tale that intertwines natural beauty and human ingenuity.
Nestled within the heart of Lookout Mountain in Chattanooga, Tennessee, Ruby Falls is renowned for
being one of the largest underground waterfalls in the United States. The stunning sight of the
waterfall, cascading 145 feet into a shimmering pool, has attracted millions of visitors since it was
opened to the public. But the journey of Ruby Falls from a hidden gem to a celebrated tourist
destination is rich with fascinating history, geological wonders, and the spirit of adventure.



Early Discoveries

The history of Ruby Falls begins long before it became a tourist attraction. The area around Lookout
Mountain has been inhabited for thousands of years, with Native American tribes such as the
Cherokee and Creek utilizing the land for its rich resources. The mountain itself is a geological marvel,
formed primarily of limestone and sandstone, which has played a significant role in the creation of the
falls.

In the early 19th century, settlers began to explore the mountainous terrain. However, it wasn't until
the 1920s that Ruby Falls was discovered by a local entrepreneur named Leo Lambert.

The Discovery by Leo Lambert

In 1928, Leo Lambert, a geologist and cave enthusiast, was exploring the vast caverns of Lookout
Mountain. While investigating the area, he stumbled upon a dark cavern that concealed a hidden
waterfall. This remarkable discovery led him to realize the potential of this natural wonder for tourism.
Lambert named the falls after his wife, Ruby, to honor her and to create a personal connection to the
site.

In 1929, Lambert began the arduous task of developing the cave into a tourist attraction. He worked
tirelessly to create safe paths and lighting to showcase the beauty of the waterfall, which was hidden
away from the world for centuries.

Development of Ruby Falls

The development of Ruby Falls was a significant undertaking. Lambert faced numerous challenges,
including the natural terrain, the need for safety measures, and a lack of funding. Despite these
obstacles, he persevered, and in 1930, Ruby Falls officially opened to the public.

Construction and Safety Measures

The construction process involved a variety of engineering feats:

1. Pathway Creation: Lambert and his team carefully carved out paths to allow visitors to access the
waterfall safely.
2. Lighting Installation: They installed electric lights to illuminate the falls and enhance the natural
beauty of the cave.
3. Accessibility: The project included the installation of handrails and other safety features, ensuring
that visitors could enjoy the experience without risk.

These developments laid the foundation for Ruby Falls to become a popular destination for tourists
and adventurers alike.



World War II Impact

The onset of World War II brought challenges to the Ruby Falls operation. Many tourists were drawn
away by the war effort, and resources became scarce. However, Lambert continued to promote the
site, and Ruby Falls managed to survive through this difficult period.

In the post-war years, tourism began to flourish again, and Ruby Falls saw an influx of visitors as
families sought out unique attractions across the country.

Ruby Falls Today

Over the decades, Ruby Falls has evolved into a premier tourist destination, attracting visitors from
around the globe. The site has expanded its offerings while maintaining its natural charm.

Attractions and Experiences

Today, Ruby Falls is more than just a waterfall. It offers a variety of attractions and experiences:

1. Guided Cave Tours: Visitors can take guided tours through the cave, learning about its geological
history and the fascinating stories behind its discovery.
2. The Zip Line Adventure: For thrill-seekers, Ruby Falls offers a zip line experience that provides
breathtaking views of the surrounding landscape.
3. Special Events: Throughout the year, Ruby Falls hosts special events, including seasonal
celebrations, educational programs, and holiday festivities.
4. Visitor Center and Gift Shop: The visitor center features exhibits about the history of Ruby Falls, the
geology of the region, and the surrounding ecosystem. The gift shop offers unique souvenirs and local
crafts.

Preservation Efforts

As the popularity of Ruby Falls has grown, so has the commitment to preserving its natural beauty.
Conservation efforts focus on maintaining the cave's ecosystem and protecting the delicate balance
of the natural environment. This includes:

- Monitoring the water quality of the falls.
- Implementing sustainable tourism practices.
- Educating visitors about the importance of conservation.

Impact on Chattanooga and Tourism

The history of Ruby Falls has had a profound impact on the local economy and the city of
Chattanooga. As one of the most visited natural attractions in the region, Ruby Falls has become a



significant contributor to the tourism industry.

Economic Benefits

The influx of tourists has led to numerous economic benefits for the local community, including:

- Job creation in tourism, hospitality, and retail sectors.
- Increased business for local restaurants, hotels, and shops.
- Development of infrastructure to support tourism, including roads and facilities.

Cultural Significance

Ruby Falls is not only a natural wonder but also a cultural icon for Chattanooga. The falls have
inspired countless artists, photographers, and nature enthusiasts. Its stunning beauty and rich history
are celebrated in local lore and continue to draw visitors seeking adventure and tranquility.

Conclusion

The history of Ruby Falls is a testament to the power of exploration, ingenuity, and the natural
world. From its discovery by Leo Lambert in 1928 to its status as a beloved tourist attraction today,
Ruby Falls has captivated the hearts of millions. As visitors continue to flock to this stunning
underground waterfall, the legacy of Ruby Falls will undoubtedly endure, inspiring future generations
to appreciate and preserve the beauty of nature. Whether you are an adventurer, a history buff, or
simply seeking a unique experience, Ruby Falls remains a must-visit destination that showcases the
extraordinary wonders of the Earth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Ruby Falls and where is it located?
Ruby Falls is a stunning underground waterfall located in Chattanooga, Tennessee, inside Lookout
Mountain. It is known for being one of the tallest underground waterfalls in the United States.

Who discovered Ruby Falls and when?
Ruby Falls was discovered in 1928 by Leo Lambert, who was exploring the caves of Lookout Mountain.
He named the falls after his wife, Ruby.

How was Ruby Falls formed?
Ruby Falls was formed over thousands of years through a combination of geological processes,
including the erosion of limestone by water, which created the cave system and allowed the waterfall
to develop.



What are some key historical events associated with Ruby
Falls?
In 1930, Ruby Falls opened to the public for tours, becoming a popular tourist attraction. It has since
undergone several renovations and expansions, including the addition of new lighting and pathways
to enhance visitor experiences.

What unique features can visitors expect when touring Ruby
Falls?
Visitors to Ruby Falls can expect to see the breathtaking 145-foot waterfall, enjoy guided cave tours,
and learn about the geological history and formations within the caves, as well as the vibrant lighting
that showcases the falls.
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