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The history of Mt Dew is a fascinating journey that intertwines the evolution of soft drinks,
marketing strategies, and cultural shifts in America. Originally formulated as a mixer for whiskey,
Mt Dew has transformed into one of the most recognizable and popular soft drinks in the United
States. Its vibrant green color and distinctive citrus flavor have captivated consumers for decades,
making it a staple in the soda market. This article delves into the origins, development, and impact
of Mt Dew through the years.

Origins of Mt Dew

Early Beginnings

The roots of Mt Dew trace back to the 1940s in the Appalachian region of the United States. Two
beverage bottlers, Barney and Ally Hartman, were seeking to create a lemon-lime soda primarily to
be mixed with whiskey. In 1940, the Hartman brothers developed their initial formula, which was a
clear, citrus-flavored drink. They named it "Mt Dew," inspired by a slang term for homemade
moonshine.

Brand Ownership Changes

In 1958, the rights to Mt Dew were acquired by the Tip Corporation, which was based in Marion,
Virginia. Under Tip Corporation, the formula was revised, and the drink was marketed more
aggressively. However, it wasn't until 1961 that significant developments took place when the brand
was purchased by the Pepsi-Cola company. This acquisition marked a turning point and set the stage
for Mt Dew's rise in popularity.



Evolution of the Recipe

Reformulation and Branding

After Pepsi-Cola took over, the formula underwent further changes to enhance its flavor profile. The
drink was rebranded with a bold green color and a more pronounced citrus taste, making it stand
out in the marketplace. The new formulation was designed to cater to a younger audience, focusing
on a more adventurous and energetic image.

The Iconic Logo

The logo of Mt Dew has also undergone various transformations since its inception. The original
design featured a simple text-based logo, but as the brand evolved, so did its visual identity. The
introduction of the “Mtn Dew” logo in the 1980s, which featured a stylized mountain graphic,
connected the drink to themes of adventure and excitement. This logo not only appealed to the youth
market but also became iconic in its own right.

Marketing Strategies and Cultural Impact

Targeting the Youth Market

From the 1980s onward, Mt Dew's marketing strategies focused heavily on attracting a younger
demographic. The brand embraced extreme sports, gaming, and the burgeoning hip-hop culture,
which resonated with the adventurous spirit of youth. Key marketing campaigns included:

- “Do the Dew” Campaign: Launched in 1996, this campaign featured extreme sports athletes and
aimed to connect Mt Dew with an active lifestyle.
- Sponsorships: The brand became a prominent sponsor of sporting events and competitions,
particularly in extreme sports such as snowboarding and skateboarding.
- Collaborations with Gaming: In the early 2000s, Mt Dew partnered with video game franchises,
especially in the realms of first-person shooters, to reach gamers directly.

Advertising Innovations

Mt Dew's advertising has always been edgy and unconventional. The brand’s commercials often
feature high-energy visuals, humor, and cultural references that resonate with its target audience.
Notable advertising strategies include:

- Celebrity Endorsements: The brand has utilized various celebrities and influencers, from athletes
to social media stars, to promote its products.



- User-Generated Content: The brand has encouraged fans to create their ads, fostering community
engagement and brand loyalty.
- Memes and Viral Marketing: In recent years, Mt Dew has capitalized on internet culture, using
memes and social media platforms to connect with younger consumers.

Product Line Expansion

New Flavors and Variants

As the brand grew, so did its product offerings. Mt Dew expanded its lineup beyond the original
citrus flavor to include a variety of other flavors, catering to diverse consumer preferences. Some
notable variants include:

- Code Red: Introduced in 2001, this cherry-flavored version quickly gained popularity and became a
staple in the Mt Dew lineup.
- Live Wire: An orange-flavored variant that was first launched in 2003, appealing to those who enjoy
a bolder citrus taste.
- Voltage: A raspberry-citrus blend introduced in 2008 that features a unique blue color, targeting
consumers looking for something different.

Limited Edition and Seasonal Releases

Additionally, Mt Dew has embraced seasonal and limited-edition flavors to keep the brand fresh and
exciting. Some of these releases include:

- Holiday Brew: A winter-themed flavor that has seen various iterations over the years.
- VooDew: A Halloween-themed mystery flavor that gained a cult following.
- Mountain Dew Baja Blast: Originally a Taco Bell exclusive, this tropical lime flavor became
immensely popular and was eventually made available in stores.

Challenges and Controversies

Health Concerns

Despite its popularity, Mt Dew has faced criticism and scrutiny regarding health concerns associated
with sugary beverages. The rise of health consciousness among consumers has led to discussions
about the impact of high sugar content, artificial ingredients, and caffeine levels in soft drinks. In
response, PepsiCo has introduced lower-calorie and zero-calorie options, including:

- Diet Mt Dew
- Mt Dew Zero Sugar



Marketing Missteps

At times, Mt Dew's marketing strategies have stirred controversy. The brand has faced backlash for
advertisements perceived as offensive or inappropriate. These incidents have prompted the company
to reevaluate its advertising approach and messaging to ensure alignment with contemporary
societal values.

Current Status and Future Trends

Resilience in the Beverage Market

As of 2023, Mt Dew continues to be a leading player in the soft drink industry, demonstrating
resilience in a highly competitive market. The brand's commitment to innovation and consumer
engagement has allowed it to maintain a loyal fan base and adapt to changing consumer
preferences.

Looking Ahead

Looking forward, Mt Dew is likely to continue exploring new flavors, marketing strategies, and
partnerships. The brand might focus on healthier options and sustainability, reflecting broader
trends in the beverage industry. Additionally, as digital marketing evolves, Mt Dew will likely
enhance its online presence, engaging with consumers through social media and interactive
campaigns.

Conclusion

The history of Mt Dew is a testament to the brand’s ability to evolve and adapt over the decades.
From its humble beginnings as a mixer for whiskey to becoming a household name in soft drinks, Mt
Dew has successfully carved out a unique identity in the crowded beverage market. Its innovative
marketing, diverse product offerings, and cultural relevance have solidified its place in American
pop culture. As it moves into the future, Mt Dew will undoubtedly continue to captivate audiences
and push the boundaries of what a soft drink can be.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Mountain Dew first created?
Mountain Dew was first created in 1940.



Who were the original creators of Mountain Dew?
The original creators of Mountain Dew were Barney and Ally Hartman, two beverage bottlers from
Tennessee.

What was the original purpose of Mountain Dew?
The original purpose of Mountain Dew was as a mixer for whiskey.

When did Mountain Dew get acquired by PepsiCo?
Mountain Dew was acquired by PepsiCo in 1961.

What major marketing campaign did Mountain Dew launch in
the 1990s?
In the 1990s, Mountain Dew launched the 'Do the Dew' marketing campaign.

What unique flavor variations has Mountain Dew introduced
over the years?
Mountain Dew has introduced several unique flavor variations including Code Red, Baja Blast, and
Voltage.

How has Mountain Dew been involved in extreme sports
culture?
Mountain Dew has been heavily involved in extreme sports culture by sponsoring events and
athletes, particularly in skateboarding and snowboarding.

What is the significance of the 'Dew Tour'?
The 'Dew Tour' is a series of extreme sports competitions sponsored by Mountain Dew, showcasing
athletes and promoting the brand's connection to action sports.
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