
History Of Nebraska Quarterbacks

History of Nebraska quarterbacks is a fascinating journey through time, showcasing a
tradition of excellence and a legacy of athletic prowess. The University of Nebraska-
Lincoln has produced numerous quarterbacks who have not only made their mark in
college football but have also transitioned to successful careers in the NFL. This article
explores the evolution of Nebraska quarterbacks, highlighting key players, significant
moments, and the impact they’ve had on the program and the sport.

Early Years: The Foundations of Nebraska
Quarterbacks

The history of Nebraska quarterbacks can be traced back to the early 20th century when



the program began to take shape.

The Birth of Nebraska Football

- 1900s - 1930s: The Nebraska Cornhuskers played their first official game in 1890, but it
wasn't until the 1900s that the quarterback position began to take on its modern form.
Early quarterbacks were often multi-talented athletes who played both offense and
defense.

- 1930s: The introduction of the forward pass revolutionized the game, and Nebraska
began to develop standout quarterbacks who would lead the team into the future.

The Rise of Stars: 1940s to 1970s

The mid-20th century marked a turning point for Nebraska quarterbacks. This era
produced some of the most iconic names in the program's history.

Key Quarterbacks of the Era

- Bob Churchich (1960-1962): A dual-threat quarterback, Churchich helped Nebraska
transition into a more dynamic offense. His leadership on the field set the stage for future
quarterbacks.

- Jerry Tagge (1966-1968): Tagge was instrumental in leading Nebraska to its first national
championship in 1970. His ability to manage games and make critical plays established
him as a hero for the Cornhuskers.

- Tommy Frazier (1992-1995): Frazier is often regarded as one of the greatest
quarterbacks in college football history. His unique style, which combined speed and
power, helped Nebraska win back-to-back national championships in 1994 and 1995.

The Dominance of the 1990s

The 1990s were a golden age for Nebraska football, with quarterbacks playing a pivotal
role in the team’s success.

Defining Moments and Achievements

- Championships: The Cornhuskers claimed three national titles during this decade (1994,
1995, and 1997), largely thanks to the exceptional play of their quarterbacks.



- Eric Crouch (1999-2001): Crouch became the first quarterback in Nebraska history to
win the Heisman Trophy in 2001. His electrifying playing style and ability to make plays
with his legs and arms made him a fan favorite.

- Scott Frost (1996-1997): Frost played an essential role in Nebraska’s success, leading
the team to a national championship in 1997. His leadership and ability to perform under
pressure cemented his legacy in Nebraska history.

The New Millennium: Challenges and Changes

As college football evolved in the 2000s, so too did the Nebraska quarterback position.

Transitioning Styles

- Bill Callahan Era (2004-2007): Callahan introduced a West Coast offense that shifted the
focus from running quarterbacks to pocket passers. This change brought about a new
breed of quarterbacks, including:

- Zac Taylor (2005-2006): Taylor was known for his strong arm and accuracy, setting
several school records during his tenure.

- Joe Ganz (2007): Ganz broke numerous passing records and became a fan favorite for his
competitive spirit and playmaking ability.

Recent Developments: The 2010s to Present

The last decade has seen both challenges and achievements for Nebraska quarterbacks, as
the program has sought to reclaim its former glory.

Key Players and Their Impact

- Taylor Martinez (2010-2013): Martinez was a dynamic quarterback who brought a dual-
threat capability back to Nebraska. His speed and agility made him a dangerous weapon
in the Cornhuskers' offense.

- Adrian Martinez (2018-2021): Following in the footsteps of his predecessors, Adrian
Martinez showcased his talent as a dual-threat quarterback. He broke multiple records
during his time at Nebraska and was a key player in the team's offense.



Current Landscape and Future Prospects

As of 2023, Nebraska continues to develop quarterbacks who can lead the program into a
new era. The coaching staff is focused on finding the right fit for their offensive system
while maintaining the rich tradition of excellence that has defined Nebraska football for
over a century.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Nebraska
Quarterbacks

The history of Nebraska quarterbacks is a testament to the program's rich tradition
and commitment to excellence. From early pioneers to modern stars, the quarterbacks of
Nebraska have played a critical role in shaping the identity of the Cornhuskers. As the
program continues to evolve, it remains grounded in the legacy of those who have worn
the jersey before, striving for greatness both on and off the field.

As fans look to the future, they can take pride in the knowledge that the next generation of
Nebraska quarterbacks will carry on this tradition of excellence, further enriching the
storied history of a program that has given so much to the sport of college football.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first notable quarterback in Nebraska
football history?
The first notable quarterback in Nebraska football history is considered to be Harry G.
'Hunk' Anderson, who played in the early 1900s and helped establish the program's early
success.

Which Nebraska quarterback won the Heisman Trophy?
Eric Crouch won the Heisman Trophy in 2001, becoming the first quarterback in Nebraska
history to receive this prestigious award.

What impact did Tommie Frazier have on Nebraska
football?
Tommie Frazier, who played from 1992 to 1995, was instrumental in the Nebraska
Cornhuskers' success, leading the team to two national championships and becoming
known for his exceptional leadership and playmaking ability.

How did the style of play change for Nebraska



quarterbacks over the decades?
Nebraska quarterbacks transitioned from a primarily run-focused offense in the early
years to a more balanced attack, incorporating passing as a key component, particularly
evident during the 1990s and into the 2000s.

Which Nebraska quarterback is known for his passing
records?
Zac Taylor, who played from 2004 to 2006, is known for setting several passing records at
Nebraska, including career passing yards and touchdowns before they were surpassed in
later years.

What role did Nebraska quarterbacks play in the team's
dominant 1990s era?
Nebraska quarterbacks during the 1990s, particularly Tommie Frazier and Brook
Berringer, played a crucial role in the team's dominant rushing attack and helped secure
national titles, showcasing versatility and leadership.

Who is the current starting quarterback for Nebraska,
and how does he compare to past quarterbacks?
As of 2023, the current starting quarterback for Nebraska is Casey Thompson. He is noted
for his dual-threat capabilities, drawing comparisons to past quarterbacks like Eric Crouch
for his ability to both pass and run effectively.
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