
History Of Tulane University

History of Tulane University is a captivating tale that intertwines the evolution of higher education in the
United States with the rich cultural backdrop of New Orleans. Established in 1834, Tulane University has
grown from a small medical college into a prestigious research institution recognized for its commitment to
academic excellence, diversity, and community engagement. This article delves into the key milestones
and transformations that have defined Tulane's journey over the centuries.

Early Beginnings

Tulane University traces its origins back to the early 19th century. The institution was founded as the
Medical College of Louisiana, primarily to address the health needs of the region. Here are some critical
points about its early years:

1834: The Medical College of Louisiana was established, focusing on medical education and training.

1847: The college became part of the state university system, marking its formal recognition.

1852: The first graduating class consisted of 15 students, highlighting the college's growing influence
in medical education.

The college's initial focus on medicine was a response to the prevalent public health challenges in New
Orleans, including yellow fever epidemics and other diseases.



Transformation into Tulane University

The pivotal moment in the history of Tulane University occurred in the late 19th century when the
institution underwent a significant transformation. In 1884, Paul Tulane, a wealthy philanthropist and New
Orleans native, made a substantial donation to the college. This donation led to the establishment of the
Tulane Educational Fund, which aimed to expand and enhance the educational offerings of the institution.

Establishment of Tulane University

In 1884, the Medical College of Louisiana was renamed Tulane University of Louisiana in honor of Paul
Tulane. This marked a new chapter in the institution's history:

1886: Tulane University expanded its academic programs beyond medicine, incorporating liberal arts
and sciences.

1894: The university established its first undergraduate college, the College of Arts and Sciences.

1900: Tulane became one of the first universities in the South to grant degrees in law.

This expansion reflected a growing recognition of the need for a comprehensive educational institution that
could serve the diverse needs of the New Orleans community and beyond.

Growth and Development in the 20th Century

The 20th century was a period of significant growth and development for Tulane University. The
institution continued to expand its academic offerings and facilities, becoming a prominent research
university.

Academic Advancements

Throughout the 1900s, Tulane introduced several new colleges and programs:

1920: The School of Architecture was founded, reflecting the city’s rich architectural heritage.



1959: The School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine was established, emphasizing research and
education in public health.

1965: The Tulane School of Business was created, focusing on business education and management.

These advancements contributed to Tulane's reputation as a leader in various fields, from public health to
architecture and business.

Campus Expansion

Tulane's physical campus also underwent significant changes during the 20th century:

1918: The university moved to its current location in Uptown New Orleans, with a picturesque
campus designed in the Mediterranean Revival style.

1976: The Tulane University Library was dedicated, providing students and faculty with extensive
research resources.

2006: The Lavin-Bernick Center for University Life was opened, enhancing student life and
engagement.

The expansion of the campus played a crucial role in accommodating the growing student body and
enhancing the overall educational experience.

The Impact of Hurricane Katrina

One of the most defining moments in the history of Tulane University was the impact of Hurricane
Katrina in 2005. The hurricane caused extensive damage to New Orleans, including the university's
campus.

Challenges and Recovery

The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina presented numerous challenges for Tulane:



The university was closed for several months, disrupting academic programs and student life.

Many faculty and students were displaced, leading to a significant decline in enrollment.

Physical damage to buildings and infrastructure required extensive repairs and renovations.

Despite these challenges, Tulane demonstrated remarkable resilience. The university quickly mobilized to
support students, faculty, and the New Orleans community during the recovery process.

Rebuilding and Renewal

In the years following Hurricane Katrina, Tulane embarked on a major rebuilding and renewal initiative:

2006: Tulane reopened its doors, implementing new programs to support students affected by the
hurricane.

2008: The university launched the Tulane University Institute on Water Resources Law and Policy,
focusing on environmental issues.

2010: Tulane established the Center for Public Service, emphasizing community engagement and
service learning.

These efforts not only strengthened the university but also reinforced its commitment to the New Orleans
community.

Recent Developments and Future Directions

In recent years, Tulane University has continued to grow and adapt to the changing landscape of higher
education. The institution has focused on increasing research funding, enhancing diversity, and expanding
its global reach.

Research and Innovation

Tulane has positioned itself as a leader in research and innovation:



The university has received significant funding for research in areas such as medicine, public health,
and environmental science.

Collaborations with local and international organizations have expanded Tulane's impact beyond the
classroom.

These initiatives have elevated Tulane's status as a premier research university.

Diversity and Inclusion

Tulane is committed to fostering a diverse and inclusive environment:

The university has implemented programs aimed at increasing diversity among students and faculty.

Efforts to support underrepresented groups have strengthened the university's community.

This commitment to diversity enhances the educational experience for all students and prepares them for a
global society.

Conclusion

The history of Tulane University is a testament to resilience, innovation, and community engagement.
From its humble beginnings as a medical college to its current status as a leading research institution,
Tulane has consistently adapted to meet the needs of its students and the surrounding community. As the
university looks to the future, it remains dedicated to its core mission of providing high-quality education,
fostering research, and serving the diverse population of New Orleans and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Tulane University founded?
Tulane University was founded in 1834.



What was the original name of Tulane University?
The original name of Tulane University was the Medical College of Louisiana.

Who was Tulane University named after?
Tulane University is named after Paul Tulane, a wealthy philanthropist who donated funds for the
university's establishment.

What significant event in U.S. history impacted Tulane University in
1862?
In 1862, during the Civil War, Tulane University was temporarily closed due to the occupation of New
Orleans by Union forces.

When did Tulane University become a non-sectarian institution?
Tulane University became a non-sectarian institution in 1884.

What notable achievement did Tulane University reach in 2014?
In 2014, Tulane University celebrated its 180th anniversary, marking a significant milestone in its history.

What is Tulane University's role in New Orleans post-Hurricane
Katrina?
Post-Hurricane Katrina, Tulane University played a crucial role in the city's recovery, providing resources
and support for rebuilding efforts.

How has Tulane University contributed to research and education?
Tulane University is recognized for its strong emphasis on research, particularly in fields like public health,
law, and environmental studies.

What is the significance of the Tulane University mascot?
The Tulane University mascot, Riptide the Pelican, symbolizes the university's commitment to
environmental stewardship and connection to New Orleans.

How has Tulane University evolved in terms of student demographics?
Over the years, Tulane University has evolved to become more diverse, with an increasing number of
students from various ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds.
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