History Of The Royal Marines

History of the Royal Marines

The history of the Royal Marines is a storied chronicle that encompasses over
350 years of military excellence, valor, and adaptability. Established in the
early 17th century, the Royal Marines have evolved into one of the most elite
and versatile fighting forces in the world. Their journey from humble
beginnings to becoming a vital component of the British Armed Forces reflects
the changing nature of warfare and the continuous commitment to innovation
and professionalism.

Origins and Formation

The Royal Marines trace their roots back to 1664, during the reign of King
Charles II. The need for a naval infantry force became apparent as the
British Empire expanded its maritime interests and faced threats on the high
seas.

Establishment of the Royal Marines

1. Creation: The origin of the Royal Marines can be pinpointed to the
formation of a regiment of "sea soldiers" known as the Duke of York and
Albany's Maritime Regiment of Foot, established on October 28, 1664. This
regiment was intended to serve on ships and at naval bases, providing
security and support during naval operations.

2. First Action: The regiment saw its first action during the Second Anglo-
Dutch War (1665-1667), where they participated in several naval battles,
solidifying their place within the Royal Navy.



3. Naming: In 1802, the name was changed to the Royal Marines, signifying
their royal endorsement and recognition as a separate branch of the military.

Growth and Development

As the British Empire expanded throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, so too
did the role of the Royal Marines. They became integral to various military
campaigns around the globe.

19th Century Engagements

During the 19th century, the Royal Marines participated in numerous
significant military campaigns:

- Napoleonic Wars: The Royal Marines played a crucial role during the
Napoleonic Wars, engaging in several key battles, including the Battle of
Trafalgar in 1805, where they contributed to the Royal Navy's decisive
victory against the French fleet.

- Crimean War: The Royal Marines were involved in the Crimean War
(1853-1856), where they fought in major battles such as the Battle of
Balaclava and the Siege of Sevastopol, showcasing their ability to operate in
challenging conditions.

- Colonial Conflicts: The Marines served in various colonial conflicts,
including the Indian Mutiny of 1857 and the Boxer Rebellion in China
(1899-1901), adapting their tactics to meet the needs of diverse
environments.

20th Century Transformations

The outbreak of the First World War marked a significant transformation for
the Royal Marines, reflecting the rapid changes in military strategy and
technology.

World War I

- Integration into the Army: During WWI, the Royal Marines were integrated
into the British Army, where they fought on the Western Front. They
participated in several key battles, including the Battle of the Somme and
the Battle of Passchendaele.

- Special Operations: The war also saw the emergence of specialized units,



including the Royal Marine Brigade, which conducted amphibious assaults and
raids on enemy coastal positions.

World War II and Beyond

The Second World War further tested the Royal Marines, leading to a
redefinition of their role within the military framework.

- Commando Formation: In 1942, the Royal Marines established the first
Commando units, focusing on specialized, rapid-response operations. These
units conducted raids across Europe, including notable operations in Norway
and the Mediterranean.

- D-Day and the Pacific Theatre: The Royal Marines played a pivotal role in
the D-Day landings (Operation Overlord) in 1944, as well as in the Pacific
Theatre, fighting in the island-hopping campaigns against Japanese forces.

Post-War Era and Modernization

After World War II, the Royal Marines adapted to new global realities,
including the Cold War and subsequent conflicts.

Cold War and Peacekeeping Missions

- NATO and Global Role: Throughout the Cold War, the Royal Marines engaged in
various NATO exercises and peacekeeping missions, showcasing their
versatility and readiness to respond to international crises.

- Conflict in the Falklands: One of the defining moments for the Royal
Marines in the post-war era came during the Falklands War in 1982. They led
the land assault in the recapture of the Falkland Islands from Argentine
forces, demonstrating their amphibious warfare expertise.

Contemporary Operations

In the 21st century, the Royal Marines have continued to evolve,
participating in various conflicts and humanitarian missions:

- Afghanistan: The Royal Marines were heavily involved in operations in
Afghanistan, where they conducted counter-insurgency operations and played a

significant role in the stabilization efforts post-9/11.

- Humanitarian Efforts: They have also engaged in humanitarian missions,



providing assistance in natural disasters and contributing to international
peacekeeping efforts.

Training and Structure

The Royal Marines are renowned for their rigorous training and elite status
within the British Armed Forces.

Commando Training

- Commando Course: The Commando training course is one of the most
challenging military training programs in the world, designed to develop
physical endurance, mental resilience, and tactical proficiency.

- Green Beret: Successful completion of the course earns Marines the coveted
green beret, symbolizing their elite status and commitment to excellence.

Organizational Structure

- Unit Composition: The Royal Marines are organized into several key units,
including:

- 1st and 3rd Commando Brigades: These formations are the backbone of the
Royal Marine's operational capabilities, specializing in amphibious assaults
and rapid-response operations.

- Special Boat Service (SBS): The SBS is the naval special forces unit of the
Royal Marines, focusing on covert operations and maritime counter-terrorism.

Legacy and Influence

The history of the Royal Marines is not just about military campaigns; it
encompasses a legacy of courage, adaptability, and service. Their influence
extends beyond the battlefield and into the realms of culture and society.

Symbol of Excellence

- Cultural Impact: The Royal Marines have become a symbol of British military
heritage, celebrated in literature, film, and popular culture. Their ethos of
"Per Mare, Per Terram" (By Sea, By Land) underscores their versatility and
commitment.

- Community Engagement: The Royal Marines remain actively engaged with local



communities, supporting veterans' initiatives and promoting awareness of
military history and service.

Conclusion

The history of the Royal Marines is a testament to their enduring legacy as
one of the world’s premier fighting forces. From their origins in the 17th
century to their modern role in global military operations, they have
consistently demonstrated tactical excellence, adaptability, and an
unwavering commitment to service. As the Royal Marines continue to evolve,
they embody the spirit of the British Armed Forces, ready to meet the
challenges of the future while honoring their rich heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

When were the Royal Marines established?

The Royal Marines were established on October 28, 1664, originally as the
Duke of York and Albany's Maritime Regiment of Foot.

What role did the Royal Marines play in the
Napoleonic Wars?

During the Napoleonic Wars, the Royal Marines served as elite infantry and
participated in key battles, including the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805.

How did the Royal Marines adapt during World War II?

In World War II, the Royal Marines adapted by forming specialized units such
as the Commandos, focusing on amphibious assaults and guerrilla warfare.

What is the significance of the 'Green Beret' for
the Royal Marines?

The Green Beret is a symbol of the Royal Marines' elite status, awarded to
those who successfully complete the rigorous Commando training.

How have the Royal Marines contributed to modern
conflicts?

The Royal Marines have contributed to modern conflicts through their
expertise in amphibious operations, counter-terrorism, and peacekeeping
missions around the globe.



What is the current role of the Royal Marines within
the UK Armed Forces?

Today, the Royal Marines serve as an elite amphibious light infantry force,
specializing in rapid-response operations and global deployments in support
of UK military objectives.
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