
History Of Seahawks Quarterbacks

History of Seahawks Quarterbacks is a fascinating tale that chronicles the evolution of one of the NFL's most
dynamic franchises. Since their inception in 1976, the Seattle Seahawks have seen a variety of quarterbacks
take the helm, each leaving their mark on the team’s legacy. From the early days of the franchise to the
current era of success, the journey of Seahawks quarterbacks reflects the evolution of the game itself,
showcasing talent, resilience, and the pursuit of excellence.

Early Years: The Beginnings of the Seahawks Quarterback
Legacy

The Seattle Seahawks were established in 1976, and their first season in the NFL was marked by a struggle
to find a reliable quarterback. The team's inaugural signal-caller was Jim Zorn, who played a significant
role in shaping the identity of the franchise.

Jim Zorn: The First Starter (1976-1984)

Jim Zorn became the first quarterback in Seahawks history and was known for his strong arm and
improvisational skills. Under his leadership, the team made significant strides, and Zorn became a fan
favorite. He threw for over 20,000 yards during his tenure and led the Seahawks to their first playoff
appearance in 1983.



Other Notable Quarterbacks in the Early Years

While Zorn is often remembered as the first great Seahawks quarterback, several others contributed
during the franchise's formative years:

- Dave Krieg (1980-1991): Taking over from Zorn, Krieg became a cornerstone of the Seahawks' offense,
leading the team to its first Super Bowl appearance in 1985.
- Rick Mirer (1993-1996): Drafted second overall in the 1993 NFL Draft, Mirer had a rocky start but
showed flashes of potential during his time with the team.

The 1990s: Searching for Stability

The 1990s were a tumultuous time for the Seahawks, as the team struggled to find continuity at the
quarterback position. Various players came and went, but none could consistently lead the team to success.

Quarterback Carousel

During the 1990s, the Seahawks utilized several quarterbacks, including:

1. John Friesz (1992-1993): Known for his strong arm, Friesz had a brief stint as a starter.
2. Dan McGwire (1991-1993): The former first-round pick struggled to find his footing in the NFL.
3. Jon Kitna (1997-2000): Kitna showed promise and had a decent run as a starter before moving on to other
teams.

Despite the high hopes for many of these players, the team struggled to find a long-term solution.

2000s: The Rise of Matt Hasselbeck

The new millennium brought a turning point for the Seahawks, with the acquisition of quarterback Matt
Hasselbeck in 2001. His arrival marked the beginning of a new era of success for the franchise.

Matt Hasselbeck: The Franchise Quarterback (2001-2010)

Hasselbeck quickly established himself as one of the premier quarterbacks in the NFL. Known for his
intelligence and leadership, he guided the Seahawks to multiple playoff appearances and became the team’s



all-time passing leader. Some of his notable achievements include:

- Super Bowl XL Appearance: Hasselbeck led the Seahawks to their first Super Bowl appearance in 2005,
though they fell short against the Pittsburgh Steelers.
- Pro Bowl Selections: He was selected to three Pro Bowls during his tenure, showcasing his consistent
performance.

Hasselbeck's leadership helped elevate the Seahawks to new heights, and his impact is still felt in the
franchise.

2010s: The Russell Wilson Era

The Seahawks entered a new chapter in 2012 with the drafting of Russell Wilson, who would go on to
become one of the most successful quarterbacks in the league.

Russell Wilson: A New Era of Excellence (2012-Present)

Wilson's arrival changed the trajectory of the Seahawks franchise. His unique skill set, characterized by
mobility and a strong arm, helped the team achieve unprecedented success. Key highlights of Wilson's
career include:

- Super Bowl XLVIII Champion: Wilson led the Seahawks to their first Super Bowl victory in 2014,
defeating the Denver Broncos in a historic game.
- Consistent Performance: Wilson has consistently ranked among the top quarterbacks in the NFL, setting
numerous franchise records.
- Leadership and Community Impact: Beyond his on-field accomplishments, Wilson has become a
community leader, actively engaging in various philanthropic efforts.

Supporting Quarterbacks During Wilson's Tenure

While Wilson has been the face of the Seahawks for over a decade, the team has also seen other
quarterbacks step in when needed:

- Tarvaris Jackson (2011-2013): A reliable backup who played a key role in the team's Super Bowl run.
- Brett Hundley (2018): Served as a backup during Wilson's tenure, showcasing depth at the position.



Recent Developments: Transitioning to a New Era

As of the 2023 season, the Seahawks are navigating a transitional period in their quarterback situation. With
Wilson's departure to the Denver Broncos in 2021, the focus has shifted to new talent and potential future
stars.

Current Quarterbacks and Future Prospects

The Seahawks have begun to explore new options, including:

- Drew Lock (2022): Acquired in the Wilson trade, Lock has been given opportunities to prove himself as
the starter.
- Geno Smith (2022-Present): Smith has emerged as a viable option, showcasing his experience and ability
to lead the offense effectively.

The future looks promising for the Seahawks as they work to find the next franchise quarterback.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Resilience

The history of Seahawks quarterbacks is a testament to resilience, evolution, and the pursuit of greatness.
From Jim Zorn’s inaugural days to the current roster, each quarterback has contributed to the team’s rich
legacy. As the Seahawks continue to build for the future, fans can look forward to the next chapter in this
storied franchise, hopeful that the next great quarterback will emerge to carry the torch. The legacy of
Seahawks quarterbacks is not just about the players themselves; it’s about the connections they build with
the fans, the memories created, and the spirit of Seattle football that continues to thrive.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback in Seattle Seahawks history?
The first starting quarterback in Seattle Seahawks history was Jim Zorn, who played from 1976 to 1984.

Which Seahawks quarterback was known for his strong arm and led the
team to its first Super Bowl appearance?
Dave Krieg was known for his strong arm and led the Seahawks to their first Super Bowl appearance in
Super Bowl XL.



What notable achievement did Matt Hasselbeck accomplish during his
tenure with the Seahawks?
Matt Hasselbeck led the Seahawks to their first-ever Super Bowl appearance in the 2005 season, where
they faced the Pittsburgh Steelers.

Who is the Seattle Seahawks' all-time leader in passing yards?
Russell Wilson is the Seattle Seahawks' all-time leader in passing yards.

Which quarterback famously declared, 'We want the ball, and we're
gonna score!' during a playoff game?
Matt Hasselbeck famously declared, 'We want the ball, and we're gonna score!' during a playoff game
against the Green Bay Packers in 2003.

What year did Russell Wilson start as the Seahawks' starting
quarterback?
Russell Wilson became the starting quarterback for the Seattle Seahawks in 2012.

Which Seahawks quarterback won Super Bowl XLVIII and was named
Super Bowl MVP?
Russell Wilson won Super Bowl XLVIII with the Seahawks and was a key contributor, but the MVP was
actually Malcolm Smith, a linebacker.

What was the impact of the 'Legion of Boom' on the Seahawks'
quarterback situation?
The 'Legion of Boom', Seattle's dominant secondary, allowed quarterbacks like Russell Wilson to take more
risks offensively, leading to a more aggressive passing game.

Who was the Seahawks' quarterback before Russell Wilson took over?
The Seahawks' starting quarterback before Russell Wilson was Tarvaris Jackson.

How did the Seahawks' quarterback strategy change after the departure
of Russell Wilson?
After Russell Wilson's departure, the Seahawks shifted to a more traditional quarterback approach, focusing
on pocket passers and potentially emphasizing a run-heavy offense.
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