History Of Oral Roberts University

History of Oral Roberts University is a fascinating journey that intertwines faith, education, and a
remarkable vision for the future. Founded in 1963 by the renowned evangelist Oral Roberts, the
university has evolved significantly over the decades. It was established with a mission to produce leaders
who would be equipped to transform the world through their faith and education. This article delves into
the various stages of Oral Roberts University’s development, its impact on the community, and its ongoing

legacy in higher education.

Foundation and Early Years (1960s)

Oral Roberts University (ORU) was born out of the vision of its founder, Oral Roberts, who was a
prominent figure in the Pentecostal movement. His ministry had gained national attention, and he
recognized the need for a higher education institution that would foster spiritual growth alongside

academic excellence.

Establishment of the University

- In 1963, the university was officially established in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
- The first classes began in the fall of that year, with an initial enrollment of 77 students.
- The campus was built on a 500-acre site, featuring modern facilities designed to accommodate a growing

student body.



Initial Programs and Curriculum

The early curriculum focused on a holistic approach to education, integrating spirituality and academics.

Programs included:

- Bachelor’s Degrees in various fields, including theology, education, and music.
- Graduate Programs aimed at training future leaders in ministry and counseling.

- A commitment to maintaining a Christian worldview across all disciplines.

Growth and Development (1970s-1980s)

As ORU entered the 1970s, the university experienced significant growth in both enrollment and

academic offerings. The vision of Oral Roberts began to materialize, shaping the institution's identity.

Expansion of Campus Facilities

- The construction of additional buildings, including classrooms, residence halls, and the iconic Prayer
Tower, which serves as a symbol of the university's commitment to prayer and spiritual growth.
- Development of athletic facilities, establishing a robust sports program that became a source of pride for

the university community.

Academic Recognition and Accreditation

- In 1971, ORU received accreditation from the Higher Learning Commission, validating its commitment to
educational quality.
- The introduction of specialized programs such as business, nursing, and health sciences further diversified
academic offerings.
- The establishment of the Graduate School of Theology in 1977 expanded opportunities for advanced study

in ministry and related fields.

Challenges and Resilience (1990s-2000s)

The university faced significant challenges during the 1990s, including financial difficulties and leadership

changes. However, ORU demonstrated resilience and adaptability in overcoming these obstacles.



Financial Struggles

- In the early 1990s, the university faced a financial crisis, leading to budget cuts and a drop in enrollment.

- In 1993, Oral Roberts stepped down from the presidency, leading to a period of transition and uncertainty.

Leadership Changes and New Direction

- Richard Roberts, Oral's son, took over as president, focusing on revitalizing the university's mission and
outreach.
- Despite ongoing challenges, initiatives to enhance academic rigor and community engagement were

launched.

Restoration and Growth

- By the late 1990s, enrollment began to rise again, and new programs were introduced.

- The university launched the "Vision 2000" campaign, aimed at raising funds and expanding facilities.

Modern Era and Continued Innovation (2010s-Present)

In the 21st century, Oral Roberts University has continued to innovate while staying true to its
foundational mission. The leadership has focused on enhancing academic offerings and expanding global

outreach.

Leadership Transition

- In 2007, Mark Rutland became president, bringing a fresh perspective and emphasis on academic
excellence.
- Under his leadership, the university experienced a renewed commitment to integrating a Christian

worldview into all aspects of education.

Academic Expansion and Global Reach

- ORU launched several new programs, including partnerships with international institutions to promote

global education.



- The introduction of online degree programs expanded accessibility for students around the world.

Technological Integration

- The university invested in modern technology to enhance the learning experience, including state-of-
the-art classrooms and online resources.
- ORU has prioritized STEM education, reflecting the growing demand for skilled professionals in science,

technology, engineering, and mathematics.

Community Engagement and Social Impact

Oral Roberts University has always emphasized the importance of community involvement and social

responsibility. The institution encourages students to be active participants in their communities.

Service Learning and Outreach Programs

- ORU students are required to engage in service-learning projects, fostering a sense of civic responsibility
and community awareness.
- The university hosts various outreach initiatives, including health clinics, educational programs, and

disaster relief efforts.

Global Missions and Evangelism

- ORU has a strong commitment to global missions, encouraging students to participate in short-term
missionary trips and internships.
- The university trains students to be effective ambassadors of their faith, equipping them to serve in

diverse cultural contexts.

Legacy and Future Directions

The legacy of Oral Roberts University is deeply rooted in its mission to empower students to make a
difference in the world. As it looks toward the future, the university continues to adapt to changing

educational landscapes while remaining committed to its core values.



Academic Excellence

- ORU is continually updating its curriculum and programs to meet the needs of a changing workforce.
- The university's emphasis on liberal arts education ensures that students receive a well-rounded

education that prepares them for various career paths.

Faith and Learning Integration

- The integration of faith and learning remains a cornerstone of the ORU experience, with faculty
committed to mentoring students in both academic and spiritual growth.
- The university continues to host events, conferences, and guest speakers that promote dialogue about

faith, ethics, and leadership.

Conclusion

The history of Oral Roberts University is a testament to the power of vision, resilience, and faith. From its
humble beginnings in the 1960s to its current status as a leading institution of higher education, ORU has
made a lasting impact on its students and the communities it serves. The university's commitment to
academic excellence, community engagement, and spiritual growth ensures that it will continue to fulfill
its mission for generations to come. As ORU looks to the future, it remains dedicated to producing leaders

who will change the world through their faith and education.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Oral Roberts University founded?

Oral Roberts University was founded in 1963.

Who was the founder of Oral Roberts University?

Oral Roberts, a Pentecostal televangelist, founded the university.

What was the original mission of Oral Roberts University?

The original mission was to train students for the ministry and for service in various fields while

promoting a Christian worldview.



Where is Oral Roberts University located?

Oral Roberts University is located in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

‘What notable feature does Oral Roberts University have on its campus?

The university is known for its iconic Prayer Tower, which is a significant symbol of its commitment to

prayer and spiritual life.

‘What type of accreditation does Oral Roberts University hold?

Oral Roberts University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission.

What is the student enrollment size at Oral Roberts University?

As of recent years, the student enrollment is approximately 4,000 students.

What degree programs are offered at Oral Roberts University?

The university offers undergraduate and graduate degree programs in various fields, including business,

education, theology, and health sciences.

‘What athletic conference does Oral Roberts University belong to?

Oral Roberts University competes in the Summit League for athletics.

How has Oral Roberts University evolved since its founding?

Since its founding, the university has expanded its academic programs, grown its campus facilities, and

increased its enrollment, while maintaining its Christian mission.
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