History Of The Dalton Gang

The history of the Dalton Gang is a fascinating tale of outlaws who became notorious in the
American Old West during the late 19th century. Known for their daring robberies and dramatic
confrontations with law enforcement, the Daltons captured the imagination of the public and became
infamous figures of their time. This article will explore the origins, exploits, and eventual downfall of
the Dalton Gang, providing a comprehensive overview of their place in American history.

Origins of the Dalton Gang

The Dalton Gang was formed in the 1890s in the territory of Oklahoma, an area rife with lawlessness
and opportunity for outlaws. The gang was primarily made up of the Dalton brothers, who were
initially lawmen themselves. The key members of the gang included:

- Bob Dalton: The leader, known for his charisma and strategic thinking.

- Grat Dalton: Bob’s older brother, known for his strength and loyalty.

- Emmett Dalton: Another brother, who later became one of the most famous members of the gang.
Before becoming outlaws, the Dalton brothers had served as deputy sheriffs in the town of Coffeyville,

Kansas. Their background in law enforcement provided them with a unique perspective on crime and
policing, influencing their tactics and operations as outlaws.

The Rise of the Dalton Gang

The gang’s first major foray into crime began after they left their positions as lawmen. With the



railroad expanding across the West, the Daltons saw an opportunity to rob trains and banks, which
were often poorly defended. Their exploits quickly gained notoriety and attracted a following among
other outlaws.

Notable Robberies

The Dalton Gang is best known for several high-profile robberies, including:

1. The Southern Pacific Railroad Robbery (1896): This was one of their first major heists, where they
successfully stole a significant amount of money from a train in California.

2. The Bank Robbery in Coffeyville (1892): This robbery marked a turning point for the gang. It was a
disastrous attempt that ultimately led to the deaths of most of the gang members.

Methods and Tactics

The Dalton Gang employed various methods to execute their robberies effectively:

- Intelligence Gathering: They would scout locations to understand the layout and establish escape
routes.

- Disquises: The gang often wore disguises to blend in with the townspeople and avoid detection.

- Use of Firearms: They were heavily armed and often engaged in shootouts with law enforcement,
which contributed to their fearsome reputation.

The Infamous Coffeyville Bank Robbery

The Coffeyville Bank Robbery is arguably the most infamous event in the history of the Dalton Gang.
On October 5, 1892, the gang attempted to rob two banks in Coffeyville simultaneously. The plan was
ambitious but poorly executed.

The Heist

- The gang split into two groups, with one group targeting the First National Bank and the other
targeting the Condon Bank.

- They entered the banks simultaneously, but the townspeople were prepared and quickly alerted law
enforcement.

The Aftermath

The robbery turned into a violent confrontation:

- Several townspeople armed themselves and engaged in a gunfight with the gang.



- The shootout resulted in the deaths of four members of the Dalton Gang, including Bob and Grat
Dalton.

- Emmett Dalton was severely wounded but survived, later becoming a symbol of the gang's tragic
fate.

The Decline of the Dalton Gang

Following the disastrous Coffeyville robbery, the Dalton Gang's power began to wane. The loss of key
members and the increased attention from law enforcement made it difficult for the gang to operate.
Emmett Dalton, the sole survivor, faced his own challenges after the shootout.

Emmett Dalton's Later Life

After recovering from his injuries, Emmett was captured and put on trial for his involvement in the
gang. He was sentenced to life in prison but was eventually released after serving 14 years. Emmett's
life after prison was marked by attempts to rehabilitate his image:

- He moved to California and became a writer, penning his memoirs about the Old West and the life of
an outlaw.

- Emmett also participated in various public speaking engagements, recounting tales of his
experiences with the Dalton Gang.

The Legacy of the Dalton Gang

The Dalton Gang has left an indelible mark on American culture and history. Their exploits have been
romanticized in books, films, and folklore, contributing to the mythos of the Old West. Several factors
contribute to their enduring legacy:

Folklore and Popular Culture

- Literature: Numerous books have been written about the Dalton Gang, detailing their exploits and
the era in which they lived.

- Film and Television: The gang has been portrayed in various films and television shows, further
cementing their status as iconic outlaws. Notable examples include:

- "The Dalton Gang" (1949)

- "Coffeyville" (2010)

Historical Significance

The history of the Dalton Gang reflects the broader themes of the American West, including:



- Lawlessness: Their story illustrates the challenges faced by law enforcement in a rapidly changing
society.

- Outlaw Culture: The gang embodies the romanticized view of outlaws that has persisted in American
culture.

Conclusion

The history of the Dalton Gang is a compelling chapter in the narrative of the American West. From
their origins as lawmen to their rise as infamous outlaws, the Daltons left a lasting legacy that
continues to captivate the imagination. Their story serves as a reminder of the complexities of
morality, law, and order in a time when the rules were still being written. The gang’s tragic downfall
and Emmett Dalton’s later efforts to reshape his narrative further highlight the duality of their
existence as both criminals and tragic figures. As long as the story of the Old West is told, the Dalton
Gang will remain an integral part of that history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the members of the Dalton Gang?

The Dalton Gang was primarily composed of four brothers: Bob, Grat, Emmett, and Bill Dalton, along
with several associates, including gang members like Dick Broadwell and Johnny West.

What led to the formation of the Dalton Gang?

The Dalton Gang was formed in the late 1800s as a result of the brothers' experiences with outlaw
life, having previously worked as lawmen and inspired by other infamous gangs, such as the Jesse
James gang.

What infamous robbery is the Dalton Gang known for?

The Dalton Gang is best known for their failed attempt to rob two banks simultaneously in Coffeyville,
Kansas, on October 5, 1892, which resulted in a deadly shootout.

What was the outcome of the Coffeyville bank robbery?

The Coffeyville bank robbery ended in disaster for the Dalton Gang, with four gang members killed
and only Emmett Dalton surviving, who was later captured and imprisoned.

How did the Dalton Gang's activities influence the Wild West
era?

The Dalton Gang's bold robberies and violent confrontations contributed to the Wild West's reputation
for lawlessness and attracted significant media attention, making them notorious figures of the era.



What happened to Emmett Dalton after the gang's downfall?

After serving 14 years in prison for his role in the gang, Emmett Dalton was released and eventually
became a law-abiding citizen, later working as a film consultant and author.

How is the Dalton Gang remembered in popular culture?

The Dalton Gang has been depicted in numerous films, books, and television shows, symbolizing the
archetypal outlaws of the American West and representing themes of rebellion and lawlessness.
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