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Hobbes vs Locke worksheet is an essential tool for understanding the
contrasting philosophies of two of the most influential political theorists
of the Enlightenment: Thomas Hobbes and John Locke. Their differing views on
human nature, the state of nature, and the role of government have shaped
modern political thought and continue to influence contemporary discussions
about governance, rights, and social contracts. This article explores their
philosophies, the implications of their ideas, and how a worksheet can serve
as a valuable educational resource for students and educators alike.

Background of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke

Thomas Hobbes

Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) was an English philosopher, best known for his work
"Leviathan" published in 1651. He lived during a tumultuous period in
England, marked by civil war and political instability. These experiences
heavily influenced his views on human nature and governance.

- Key Ideas:
- Hobbes believed that humans are naturally selfish and brutish, driven by a
desire for self-preservation and power.

- He posited that in the absence of political order, life would be "solitary,
poor, nasty, brutish, and short."
- To escape this chaotic state of nature, individuals consent to surrender



their rights to an absolute sovereign, who provides security and order.

John Locke

John Locke (1632-1704), another English philosopher, is often referred to as
the father of liberalism. His major work, "Two Treatises of Government,"
published in 1689, presented a counterpoint to Hobbes’ ideas.

- Key Ideas:

- Locke argued that humans are inherently reasonable and capable of
cooperation and altruism.

- He believed that the state of nature is characterized by natural rights to
life, liberty, and property.

- Unlike Hobbes, Locke advocated for a government that is limited and
accountable to the people, emphasizing the importance of individual rights
and the social contract.

Comparative Analysis of Hobbes and Locke

To better understand the contrasting views of Hobbes and Locke, it is useful
to compare their thoughts on several key concepts.

State of Nature

- Hobbes: In Hobbes's view, the state of nature is a dangerous place where
individuals act out of self-interest, leading to conflict and insecurity.
- Locke: Locke’s perspective on the state of nature is more optimistic. He
sees it as a generally peaceful condition where individuals respect each
other's rights, albeit with the potential for conflicts over property.

Social Contract

- Hobbes: The social contract for Hobbes involves individuals agreeing to
give up their rights to an absolute authority to ensure peace and prevent
war.

- Locke: For Locke, the social contract is an agreement to form a government
that protects the natural rights of individuals. If the government fails to
do so, citizens have the right to revolt.

View of Government

- Hobbes: Hobbes supports a strong, centralized authority that maintains



order and control over society to prevent chaos.

- Locke: Locke advocates for a government that is limited by law, one that
derives its power from the consent of the governed and is accountable to the
people.

Implications of Hobbes and Locke's Theories

The theories of Hobbes and Locke have profound implications for political
theory and practice.

Influence on Modern Governance

- Hobbes: His ideas have influenced authoritarian regimes that prioritize
order and security over individual freedoms. The concept of absolute power
remains relevant in discussions about national security and state power.

- Locke: His theories laid the groundwork for modern democracy and liberal
political thought. The emphasis on individual rights and government
accountability is foundational to many democratic systems around the world.

Relevance in Contemporary Debates

Debates surrounding government authority, civil liberties, and the social
contract continue to reflect Hobbes and Locke's contrasting philosophies.

- Examples:

- Discussions about surveillance and privacy often invoke Hobbesian ideas
about security.

- Debates on gun control and individual rights often draw from Lockean
principles of personal liberty.

Using a Hobbes vs Locke Worksheet

The Hobbes vs Locke worksheet serves as an effective educational tool that
can help students grasp the complexities of these two philosophers’ ideas.
Here are some components that such a worksheet might include:

Worksheet Components

1. Definitions: Clear definitions of key terms such as "state of nature,"
"social contract," "absolute sovereignty," and "natural rights."
2. Comparison Chart: A side-by-side comparison chart that outlines the main



ideas of Hobbes and Locke on various topics.

3. Critical Thinking Questions:

- What are the implications of Hobbes's view on human nature for modern
governance?

- How does Locke’s concept of natural rights influence contemporary human
rights discussions?

4. Case Studies: Scenarios where students can apply Hobbesian or Lockean
principles to analyze real-life political situations.

5. Reflection Prompts: Questions that encourage students to reflect on their
own beliefs about government, authority, and individual rights.

Benefits of Using the Worksheet

- Enhanced Understanding: By comparing and contrasting the ideas of Hobbes
and Locke, students can better understand the foundations of political
theory.

- Critical Analysis Skills: Engaging with the material encourages students to
think critically about complex political concepts and their implications.

- Interactive Learning: Worksheets promote active learning through
discussions, group work, and individual reflection.

Conclusion

The debate between Thomas Hobbes and John Locke represents a fundamental
clash of ideas that has shaped political philosophy for centuries.
Understanding their differing views on human nature, the state of nature, and
government authority is crucial for comprehending modern political systems
and theories. A well-structured Hobbes vs Locke worksheet can enhance
students' learning experiences, providing them with a framework to analyze
and engage with these critical concepts. As we continue to grapple with
questions of governance, rights, and the role of the state, the philosophies
of Hobbes and Locke remain more relevant than ever.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between Hobbes and
Locke's views on human nature?

Hobbes believed that humans are naturally selfish and violent, leading to a
need for a strong central authority. In contrast, Locke viewed humans as
rational and capable of cooperation, advocating for a government that derives
its power from the consent of the governed.



How do Hobbes and Locke differ in their ideas about
the state of nature?

Hobbes described the state of nature as a 'war of all against all', where
life is 'solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short'. Locke, however, saw the
state of nature as a generally peaceful condition governed by natural law,
where individuals respect each other's rights.

What type of government did Hobbes advocate for, and
why?

Hobbes advocated for an absolute monarchy or a strong centralized government,
arguing that only a powerful authority could maintain order and prevent chaos
in society.

What kind of government does Locke support, and what
are its main features?

Locke supported a representative democracy or constitutional government,
emphasizing the importance of individual rights, the separation of powers,
and the idea that government should protect life, liberty, and property.

How do Hobbes and Locke's theories influence modern
political thought?

Hobbes' emphasis on authority and order has influenced theories about strong
government and security, while Locke's ideas about natural rights and
government by consent have laid the foundation for democratic principles and
human rights.

What is the role of social contract theory in Hobbes
and Locke's philosophies?

Both philosophers used social contract theory to justify their political
theories; Hobbes believed individuals surrender their rights to a sovereign
for protection, while Locke argued that individuals consent to form a
government that protects their rights.

How can I effectively compare Hobbes and Locke's
ideas using a worksheet?

A worksheet can include sections for key concepts, quotes, and comparisons,
allowing students to outline Hobbes' and Locke's views on human nature, the
state of nature, government types, and the social contract, highlighting
similarities and differences.
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Explore our comprehensive Hobbes vs Locke worksheet to understand their contrasting views on
human nature and government. Discover how these philosophies shape modern thought!
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