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History of Scottsdale, AZ

Scottsdale, Arizona, is a vibrant city known for its luxurious resorts, thriving art scene, and
a rich cultural heritage. Nestled in the Sonoran Desert, it has transformed from a humble
agricultural community into a bustling metropolitan area, attracting residents and visitors
from around the globe. The history of Scottsdale is a tapestry of Native American heritage,
early settler endeavors, post-war growth, and modern-day developments.

Early Inhabitants

Before European settlers arrived, the region that is now Scottsdale was inhabited by various
Native American tribes, primarily the Hohokam. The Hohokam people were known for their
advanced irrigation systems, which allowed them to farm the arid desert land effectively.
They cultivated crops such as corn, beans, and squash, showcasing their ingenuity and
adaptability to the harsh environment.

By the 15th century, the Hohokam civilization began to decline, likely due to a combination
of environmental changes and social factors. After their departure, other tribes, including
the Apache and the Navajo, roamed the area, hunting and gathering.

The Founding of Scottsdale

The formal founding of Scottsdale can be traced back to the late 1800s. In 1888, a young
man named Winfield Scott, a retired U.S. Army chaplain and a visionary who saw the
potential of the desert landscape, arrived in the area. He purchased 640 acres of land and
established a small farming community. His vision was to create a prosperous settlement
that would attract farmers and settlers.



Scott's influence was significant in shaping the early identity of the town. He named the
settlement "Orangedale" due to the citrus orchards he planted. However, the name did not
stick; in 1894, the town was officially named Scottsdale, in honor of Winfield Scott.

Growth of the Settlement

Scottsdale experienced slow but steady growth in the early years. The establishment of the
Arizona Canal in 1885 provided a reliable water source, which encouraged agricultural
development. The burgeoning agricultural community attracted new settlers, and by the
turn of the century, Scottsdale had a population of around 300 residents.

The town was officially incorporated in 1951, and by this time, it had already laid the
foundation for its future as a tourist destination. The development of the area was marked
by several key events:

1. Agricultural Development: The early farmers cultivated crops such as cotton, hay, and
citrus fruits, contributing to the local economy.

2. Transportation: The arrival of the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1895 made Scottsdale
more accessible, boosting trade and travel.

3. Tourism Initiatives: The establishment of resorts and guest ranches in the 1920s began
to attract visitors seeking relaxation and recreation in the desert.

The Post-War Boom

The end of World War Il marked a significant turning point for Scottsdale. The post-war
years brought an influx of new residents, many of whom were military veterans seeking a
better life. The population swelled as families moved to the area, drawn by the promise of
affordable housing and job opportunities.

Urban Development

During the 1950s and 1960s, Scottsdale experienced rapid urban development. The city
became known for its modern architecture, lush golf courses, and luxury resorts. Key
developments included:

- The Scottsdale Civic Center: Opened in 1968, it became a cultural hub for the community,
hosting art shows, concerts, and public events.

- The Scottsdale Fashion Square: Established in 1961, this upscale shopping destination
attracted shoppers from across the region, further enhancing Scottsdale's reputation as a
premier tourist destination.

- Art and Culture: The establishment of the Scottsdale Arts District in the 1970s solidified
the city’s identity as an arts-centric community, featuring galleries, theaters, and public art
installations.



Modern Scottsdale

Today, Scottsdale is known for its blend of luxury and Western charm. It has evolved into a
thriving city with a diverse economy that draws on tourism, healthcare, and technology.
The population has grown exponentially, with estimates reaching over 250,000 residents.

Tourism and Recreation

Scottsdale is renowned for its outdoor recreational opportunities and luxurious amenities.
Key attractions include:

- Golf Courses: With over 200 golf courses in the area, Scottsdale is a golfer's paradise,
hosting prestigious tournaments like the Waste Management Phoenix Open.

- The Desert Botanical Garden: This stunning garden showcases the unique flora of the
Sonoran Desert and attracts visitors year-round.

- Old Town Scottsdale: This historic district features a mix of art galleries, shops, and
restaurants, reflecting the city’s Western heritage and modern flair.

Cultural Events

Scottsdale hosts numerous cultural events that celebrate its rich history and vibrant arts
scene:

1. Scottsdale International Film Festival: Showcases independent films from around the
world.

2. Scottsdale ArtWalk: A weekly event where local galleries open their doors for an evening
of art appreciation and community engagement.

3. Western Week: A celebration of Scottsdale's Western heritage, featuring parades,
rodeos, and live music.

Challenges and Future Prospects

Despite its success, Scottsdale faces challenges typical of growing urban areas, including:

- Sustainability: Balancing development with environmental conservation remains a priority,
as the city seeks to protect its treasured desert landscape.

- Affordable Housing: As demand for housing increases, maintaining affordability for
residents is a crucial issue.

The future of Scottsdale looks promising, with ongoing investments in infrastructure,
cultural initiatives, and community engagement. The city continues to attract new residents
and businesses while preserving its unique charm and heritage.



Conclusion

The history of Scottsdale, AZ, is a testament to the resilience and vision of its early
inhabitants, settlers, and modern leaders. From its origins as a small agricultural
community to its status as a sought-after tourist destination, Scottsdale has maintained a
unique blend of tradition and innovation. As it continues to evolve, Scottsdale stands as a
vibrant example of how a community can grow while honoring its rich history and cultural
identity. The future holds exciting possibilities for this dynamic city, making it an essential
part of Arizona’s narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Scottsdale, AZ founded?

Scottsdale was founded in 1894 by Winfield Scott, who established the area as an
agricultural community.

How did Scottsdale transition from an agricultural
community to a resort city?

The arrival of the railroad in the 1920s and the development of local attractions, such as
golf courses and spas, helped transform Scottsdale into a popular resort destination.

What significant cultural influences shaped Scottsdale's
development?

Scottsdale was influenced by Native American culture, Western ranching, and later, the
influx of artists and architects who contributed to its cultural identity.

What role did the 1950s play in Scottsdale's growth?

The 1950s marked a period of rapid growth for Scottsdale, driven by post-World War I
migration, which increased demand for housing and services.

What is the significance of the Scottsdale Arts District?

The Scottsdale Arts District, established in the mid-20th century, is significant for its
concentration of galleries, studios, and public art, highlighting the city's commitment to arts
and culture.

How has the tourism industry impacted Scottsdale's
economy?

Tourism has become a cornerstone of Scottsdale's economy, with attractions like golf
courses, resorts, and cultural events drawing millions of visitors annually.



What are some notable historical landmarks in
Scottsdale?

Notable historical landmarks in Scottsdale include the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary
Art, the historic Little Red Schoolhouse, and the Arizona Canal, which played a key role in
the area's irrigation.
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