
History Of The Gangster Disciples

History of the Gangster Disciples is a complex narrative that intertwines crime, culture, and community

dynamics in the urban landscape of Chicago. Founded in the late 1960s, the Gangster Disciples (GD)

emerged as a significant force in the American gang scene, marked by their distinctive symbols,

codes, and a hierarchical structure that has evolved over decades. This article delves into the origins,

growth, and social implications of the Gangster Disciples, offering insight into how this organization has

influenced both the criminal underworld and the neighborhoods it operates within.

Origins of the Gangster Disciples

The Gangster Disciples began in the turbulent era of the late 1960s, a time marked by racial tension,

economic hardship, and social upheaval in Chicago. The gang can trace its roots to two smaller

groups: the "Black Disciples" and the "Gangster Nation."



Formation of the Black Disciples

- The Black Disciples were formed in 1966 by David Barksdale, who aimed to provide protection and

solidarity for African American youth in the face of systemic oppression and violence.

- The group’s early focus was on community empowerment, but as the gang culture began to evolve,

the emphasis shifted towards criminal activities such as drug trafficking, extortion, and violence.

Formation of the Gangster Nation

- The Gangster Nation developed around the same time, initially as a coalition of various gangs that

sought to unite under a common cause.

- This group also focused on mutual protection and economic opportunities, but it too was drawn into

the darker aspects of gang life.

Consolidation and Growth

In 1974, a pivotal moment occurred when the Black Disciples and Gangster Nation merged to form the

Gangster Disciples. This consolidation allowed them to expand their territory and influence significantly.

Leadership and Structure

- The Gangster Disciples adopted a military-style hierarchy with clearly defined ranks, including

leaders, lieutenants, and foot soldiers.

- The leadership was centered around figures such as Larry Hoover, who became a prominent leader

and spokesperson for the gang. Hoover's vision for the GD included both criminal enterprises and

social initiatives aimed at uplifting the community.



Expansion into Criminal Activities

As the Gangster Disciples grew, so did their involvement in a range of criminal activities:

- Drug Trafficking: The GD became heavily involved in the distribution of narcotics, particularly cocaine

and heroin, which became a major source of income.

- Extortion and Racketeering: They engaged in extortion of local businesses, using threats and

violence to ensure compliance.

- Violence and Rivalries: The Gangster Disciples found themselves in violent conflict with rival gangs,

such as the Vice Lords and Latin Kings, leading to turf wars that claimed numerous lives.

Symbols and Identification

The Gangster Disciples developed a unique set of symbols and codes that serve to identify members

and convey their allegiance.

Key Symbols

- Star of David: This symbol represents the gang's Jewish roots, as the founders sought to draw

connections with the Jewish community's historical struggles.

- Pitchfork: Often linked with the gang's motto, "The Gangster Disciples are the Army," the pitchfork is

a representation of their military structure and commitment to loyalty.

- Colors: The gang predominantly uses blue and black in their clothing and graffiti, which helps to

signify membership.



Impact on Communities

The influence of the Gangster Disciples extends beyond mere criminal activity; it has played a

significant role in shaping the communities in which they operate.

Social Programs and Community Involvement

Despite their criminal background, the Gangster Disciples have also engaged in community outreach

and social programs, particularly under Larry Hoover's vision:

- Youth Programs: Initiatives aimed at providing mentorship and resources for young people,

attempting to steer them away from gang life.

- Economic Opportunities: Some members have sought to create legitimate businesses to provide

employment and reduce reliance on illegal activities.

Negative Effects

However, the Gangster Disciples also bring significant negative consequences to their communities:

- Violence and Crime: The gang's territorial disputes and criminal operations create an atmosphere of

fear and insecurity, leading to high levels of violence.

- Community Division: Their activities often result in divisions within neighborhoods, making it difficult

for residents to come together to combat issues like poverty and violence.

Law Enforcement Response



As the Gangster Disciples grew in power, law enforcement agencies responded with increased scrutiny

and crackdowns on gang activities.

Arrests and Crackdowns

- In the 1990s, a series of high-profile arrests targeted the leadership of the Gangster Disciples,

including Larry Hoover, who was sentenced to life in prison on charges related to drug trafficking and

racketeering.

- Law enforcement has employed various strategies, including gang injunctions and community

policing, to combat the influence of the gang in Chicago and beyond.

Current Status

Today, the Gangster Disciples remain active in various forms, not only in Chicago but also in other

cities across the United States. Their presence continues to pose challenges for law enforcement and

community leaders alike.

The Legacy of the Gangster Disciples

The history of the Gangster Disciples is a reflection of broader societal issues, including racial

inequality, economic disparity, and the impact of systemic oppression. Their legacy is one of both

empowerment and destruction, as they navigate the fine line between community organization and

criminal enterprise.



Ongoing Influence

The influence of the Gangster Disciples can still be felt today, as they continue to shape the lives of

individuals in the neighborhoods they inhabit. Their story serves as a cautionary tale about the

complexities of gang culture and the multifaceted nature of urban life in America.

Conclusion

The history of the Gangster Disciples is a testament to the complexities of gang culture, the socio-

economic factors that drive youth into these organizations, and the ongoing struggle between

community empowerment and criminal activity. Understanding this history is crucial not only for law

enforcement and policymakers but also for community members seeking to address the roots of gang

involvement and foster healthier environments for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was the Gangster Disciples organization founded?

The Gangster Disciples were founded in 1969 in Chicago, Illinois.

Who was the founder of the Gangster Disciples?

The Gangster Disciples were founded by Larry Hoover and David Barksdale.

What was the original name of the Gangster Disciples?

The organization was originally called the 'Black Disciples' before becoming the Gangster Disciples.



What are the main symbols associated with the Gangster Disciples?

The main symbols associated with the Gangster Disciples include a six-pointed star and a pitchfork.

What is the ideological basis of the Gangster Disciples?

The Gangster Disciples promote a mix of street gang culture and a philosophy of 'knowledge, wisdom,

and understanding' influenced by the teachings of the Nation of Islam.

How did the Gangster Disciples expand beyond Chicago?

The Gangster Disciples expanded through various criminal enterprises and by establishing connections

with other gangs across the United States during the 1980s and 1990s.

What impact did the Gangster Disciples have on Chicago's crime

rates?

The Gangster Disciples significantly contributed to the rise in gang violence and drug-related crime in

Chicago during the late 20th century.

What legal actions have been taken against the Gangster Disciples?

Over the years, numerous members, including leaders, have faced arrests and convictions for drug

trafficking, racketeering, and violent crimes, leading to various law enforcement strategies aimed at

dismantling the gang.
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