
History Of Phi Beta Sigma

Phi Beta Sigma is one of the most storied and influential Greek-letter organizations in the
United States. Founded in 1914, this fraternity has a rich history that intertwines with the
African American experience and the broader landscape of American culture and social
justice. This article will delve into the origins, development, and significant contributions of
Phi Beta Sigma, highlighting its role in promoting brotherhood, scholarship, and service.

Founding and Early Years

Phi Beta Sigma was founded on January 9, 1914, at Howard University in Washington, D.C.,
by three visionary young men: A. Langston Taylor, Leonard F. Morse, and Charles I. Brown.
These founders were motivated by a desire to establish a fraternity that would uphold the
principles of brotherhood, scholarship, and service. They envisioned an organization that
would not only foster camaraderie among its members but also contribute positively to the
African American community.

The fraternity was established during a time when African Americans faced immense
challenges, including systemic racism, segregation, and limited access to education and
economic opportunities. Against this backdrop, Phi Beta Sigma sought to create a space for
black men to connect, support one another, and work towards social change.

Principles and Values

At the heart of Phi Beta Sigma are its core principles, which are encapsulated in the
fraternity's motto: "Culture for Service and Service for Humanity." This motto reflects the
organization's commitment to:

1. Brotherhood: Building lasting relationships among members and fostering a sense of
belonging.
2. Scholarship: Promoting academic excellence and lifelong learning.
3. Service: Engaging in community service and advocating for the welfare of others.



These principles guide the fraternity's activities and initiatives, ensuring that members
remain dedicated to making a positive impact in their communities.

Expansion and Influence

Following its founding, Phi Beta Sigma quickly expanded its reach. The fraternity's first
chapter, the Alpha Chapter, was established at Howard University. Soon after, other
chapters began to form on college campuses across the United States.

Growth in the 1920s and 1930s

By the 1920s, Phi Beta Sigma had established several chapters in various states. The
fraternity's membership grew rapidly, attracting young men who were drawn to its focus on
social justice, academic achievement, and community service. During this time, Phi Beta
Sigma became known for its advocacy on behalf of African Americans and its support for
civil rights initiatives.

In 1930, the fraternity hosted its first national convention, an event that solidified its
national presence and allowed members from different chapters to connect and
collaborate. The convention also served as a platform for discussing pressing issues related
to race and social justice.

Impact During the Civil Rights Movement

The 1960s marked a pivotal era for Phi Beta Sigma as the fraternity became increasingly
involved in the Civil Rights Movement. Members played significant roles in various protests,
marches, and initiatives aimed at dismantling segregation and promoting equality for
African Americans.

Some notable contributions included:

- Participation in the March on Washington: Many members of Phi Beta Sigma were present
at the historic march in 1963, where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his famous "I Have
a Dream" speech.
- Advocacy for Educational Equity: The fraternity worked tirelessly to promote access to
quality education for African American students, pushing for policy changes and funding for
schools in underserved communities.
- Community Outreach: Phi Beta Sigma members engaged in numerous outreach programs,
including voter registration drives, health awareness campaigns, and mentorship initiatives
for young people.

This activism not only reinforced the fraternity's commitment to its principles but also
helped shape the broader civil rights landscape in the United States.



International Outreach and Development

As Phi Beta Sigma continued to grow domestically, its influence began to extend
internationally. The fraternity recognized the importance of building connections with
members of the African diaspora around the world.

Establishment of International Chapters

In the 1970s and 1980s, Phi Beta Sigma established international chapters in various
countries, including:

- The United Kingdom: The first international chapter was founded in London, allowing
members to connect with the African American community in Europe.
- The Caribbean: Chapters were established in several Caribbean nations, promoting
cultural exchange and collaboration among black men globally.
- Africa: Phi Beta Sigma has also worked to foster relationships with organizations and
individuals in Africa, emphasizing the importance of cultural ties and shared experiences.

These international chapters not only expanded the fraternity's reach but also provided
opportunities for members to engage with global issues affecting the African diaspora.

Current Initiatives and Programs

Today, Phi Beta Sigma remains committed to its founding principles and continues to
engage in various initiatives and programs. Some of the key areas of focus include:

- Educational Programs: The fraternity offers scholarships and mentorship programs to
support the academic success of young African Americans.
- Health Initiatives: Phi Beta Sigma promotes awareness around health issues
disproportionately affecting the African American community, including hypertension and
diabetes.
- Community Service: Members are actively involved in local service projects, ranging from
food drives to tutoring programs.

These initiatives reflect the fraternity's ongoing dedication to improving the lives of
individuals and communities across the nation and beyond.

Legacy and Recognition

As Phi Beta Sigma celebrates over a century of existence, its legacy is evident in the
countless lives it has touched and the positive changes it has inspired. The fraternity has
produced notable alumni who have made significant contributions in various fields,
including:



- Politics: Many members have pursued careers in public service and politics, advocating for
policies that benefit the African American community.
- Education: Phi Beta Sigma alumni have become educators, administrators, and advocates
for educational reform, emphasizing the importance of access to quality education.
- Arts and Entertainment: The fraternity has also produced influential figures in the arts,
using their platforms to raise awareness about social issues and promote positive change.

The achievements of these individuals showcase the impact of Phi Beta Sigma and its
commitment to its principles.

Conclusion

The history of Phi Beta Sigma is a testament to the power of brotherhood, scholarship, and
service in effecting positive change. From its humble beginnings at Howard University to its
global presence today, the fraternity has remained steadfast in its mission to uplift the
African American community and advocate for social justice. As it moves forward, Phi Beta
Sigma continues to inspire new generations of men to embrace their responsibilities as
leaders and agents of change in their communities and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Phi Beta Sigma founded?
Phi Beta Sigma was founded on January 9, 1914.

What are the core principles of Phi Beta Sigma?
The core principles of Phi Beta Sigma are Brotherhood, Scholarship, and Service.

Who were the founders of Phi Beta Sigma?
The founders of Phi Beta Sigma are A. Langston Taylor, Leonard F. Morse, and Charles I.
Brown.

What is the significance of the Sigma Beta Club in Phi
Beta Sigma?
The Sigma Beta Club is a youth auxiliary program that aims to mentor and develop young
men in the community, emphasizing leadership and service.

How has Phi Beta Sigma contributed to social justice
movements?
Phi Beta Sigma has a rich history of involvement in social justice movements, advocating
for civil rights and education initiatives, particularly during the civil rights era.
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