History Of Lynnewood Hall

Lynnewood Hall is a magnificent estate located in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania,
that has captured the interest of historians, architects, and
preservationists alike. Built in the early 20th century, Lynnewood Hall is a
testament to the Gilded Age extravagance and the architectural prowess of its
time. This article delves into the rich history of Lynnewood Hall, exploring
its origins, architectural significance, and the various events that have
shaped its legacy.

Origins of Lynnewood Hall

Lynnewood Hall was commissioned by the wealthy industrialist and
philanthropist, Bishop William Horne de Chantal, who was a prominent figure
in the Philadelphia area. The estate was designed by the renowned architect
Horace Trumbauer, who was known for his ability to blend classical
architectural styles with modern needs. Construction began in 1897 and was
completed in 1900, marking the estate as one of the most significant examples
of the Beaux-Arts architectural style in the United States.

Architectural Features

The design of Lynnewood Hall is remarkable for its grand scale and intricate
details. Here are some key features:

- Size and Layout: The estate covers approximately 110,000 square feet, with
70 rooms, including lavish living areas, a library, and multiple bedrooms.
- Exterior Design: The exterior of Lynnewood Hall is clad in Indiana



limestone, showcasing a combination of classical columns, arched windows, and
a grand entrance.

- Interior Design: Inside, the estate features ornate plasterwork, marble
fireplaces, and elaborate wood paneling, reflecting the opulence of its era.
- Landscaping: The surrounding gardens were designed by 0. C. Simonds, a
prominent landscape architect, further enhancing the estate's grandeur.

Social and Cultural Significance

Lynnewood Hall was not just a residence; it served as a social hub for the
elite of Philadelphia. The estate hosted numerous parties, galas, and
cultural events, making it an integral part of the local social scene during
the early 20th century.

Community Involvement

Bishop de Chantal was known for his philanthropic efforts, which included:

- Education: He contributed significantly to local educational institutions
and was involved in various charitable organizations.

- Cultural Events: The estate frequently hosted events that promoted the
arts, drawing artists, musicians, and intellectuals from across the region.

Decline and Abandonment

Despite its initial grandeur, Lynnewood Hall faced a decline after the death
of Bishop de Chantal in 1937. The estate was left to his family, who
struggled to maintain the sprawling property. Over time, the estate changed
hands several times, but none of the owners were able to restore it to its
former glory.

Factors Leading to Decline

Several factors contributed to the decline of Lynnewood Hall:

1. Economic Factors: The Great Depression and subsequent economic downturns
made it difficult for wealthy families to sustain large estates.

2. Maintenance Costs: The costs associated with maintaining such a vast
property became prohibitive.

3. Changing Social Norms: The lifestyles of the elite were evolving, with
many opting for smaller, more manageable homes.



Preservation Efforts

In the late 20th century, preservationists began to recognize the historical
and architectural significance of Lynnewood Hall. Various efforts have been
initiated to save the estate from further decay.

Key Preservation Initiatives

- Historical Designation: In 1980, Lynnewood Hall was added to the National
Register of Historic Places, raising awareness of its importance and
potential for restoration.

- Community Engagement: Local organizations and historical societies have
worked to engage the community in preservation efforts, including fundraising
and awareness campaigns.

Current State of Lynnewood Hall

Today, Lynnewood Hall stands as a poignant reminder of a bygone era. While
restoration efforts continue, the estate remains in a state of disrepair,
with many of its original features deteriorating. However, there is hope for
the future.

Future Plans

Several plans have been proposed to revitalize Lynnewood Hall:

- Adaptive Reuse: Some advocates argue for adaptive reuse, suggesting that
the estate could be transformed into a cultural center or museum that honors
its history.

- Community Involvement: Engaging the local community in preservation efforts
is crucial, as public support can lead to increased funding and resources for
restoration initiatives.

- Educational Programs: Developing educational programs focused on the
history of Lynnewood Hall and the Gilded Age can help raise awareness and
interest in the estate.

Conclusion

The history of Lynnewood Hall is a captivating tale of ambition, opulence,
and decline, intertwined with the social fabric of early 20th-century
America. As efforts continue to preserve and restore this architectural gem,
Lynnewood Hall stands as a testament to the grandeur of its past and the



potential for a revitalized future. Through the combined efforts of
historians, preservationists, and the community, Lynnewood Hall may once
again become a vibrant part of Pennsylvania's cultural landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Lynnewood Hall and where is it located?

Lynnewood Hall is a historic mansion located in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania,
designed by the architect Horace Trumbauer in the early 20th century.

Who originally built Lynnewood Hall?

Lynnewood Hall was commissioned by the wealthy industrialist and
philanthropist, Edward T. Stotesbury, in 1914.

What architectural style is Lynnewood Hall known
for?

Lynnewood Hall is primarily designed in the Beaux-Arts style, characterized
by its grand scale, classical details, and elaborate ornamentation.

What notable features does Lynnewood Hall have?

The mansion features a grand entrance, extensive gardens, opulent interiors,
and a large ballroom, showcasing the luxury of the Gilded Age.

What happened to Lynnewood Hall after the Stoteshury
family?

After the Stotesbury family's occupancy ended, Lynnewood Hall fell into
disrepair and was abandoned in the late 20th century, leading to concerns
about its preservation.

Has Lynnewood Hall been designated as a historic
landmark?

Yes, Lynnewood Hall is listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
emphasizing its significance in American architectural history.

What efforts have been made to restore Lynnewood
Hall?

Various preservation efforts have been initiated by local historical
societies and organizations, but the restoration challenges remain
significant due to the building's condition.



How does Lynnewood Hall contribute to local history?

Lynnewood Hall serves as a symbol of the wealth and cultural aspirations of
the early 20th century elite in America, reflecting the social history of the
period.
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