History Of Redwood City

History of Redwood City is a fascinating journey that traces the development of this vibrant city in
California's San Mateo County. Located along the San Francisco Peninsula, Redwood City has evolved
from a humble settlement into a bustling urban center, playing a significant role in the region's social,
cultural, and economic fabric. This article delves into the rich history of Redwood City, exploring its
origins, key events, and milestones that have shaped it into the city we know today.

Early Beginnings

Redwood City's history dates back to the indigenous Ohlone people, who inhabited the area for
thousands of years before European contact. Their rich culture and deep connection to the land set a
foundation that would be transformed with the arrival of Spanish explorers and settlers.

Spanish Exploration and Settlement

In the late 18th century, Spanish explorers began to venture into California, leading to the
establishment of missions and ranchos. The area that would become Redwood City was part of the
vast land granted to the Mission San Francisco de Asis. Following the secularization of the missions in
the 1830s, the land was divided and distributed among settlers.



The Birth of Redwood City

Redwood City was officially founded in 1850, shortly after California became a state. The city was
initially named "Mezesville" after a local landowner, but the name was changed to Redwood City due
to the abundance of redwood trees in the area. The city quickly became a significant shipping port,
thanks in large part to its deep-water harbor, which was ideal for maritime trade.

Strategic Location and Development

The strategic location of Redwood City, situated between San Francisco and San Jose, contributed to
its growth. The establishment of the railroad in the 1860s further enhanced its economic potential,
allowing for easier transport of goods and people.

Key Economic Drivers

Several industries played pivotal roles in Redwood City's development:

1. Shipbuilding and Maritime Trade: The city's waterfront provided an ideal location for shipyards,
leading to a thriving shipbuilding industry.

2. Lumber Industry: The abundant redwood forests attracted lumber mills, which processed timber for
construction and export.

3. Agriculture: The fertile soil in the surrounding areas supported agriculture, with farms producing
various crops, including fruits and vegetables.

Incorporation and Growth

Redwood City was formally incorporated in 1867, and its growth continued throughout the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. The city became a hub for commerce and trade, attracting businesses and
residents alike. The establishment of schools, churches, and civic institutions contributed to a
burgeoning community.

Challenges and Resilience

Throughout its history, Redwood City has faced several challenges, including economic downturns
and natural disasters. However, the city's resilience has enabled it to adapt and thrive.

The Great Earthquake of 1906

One of the most significant events in the city's history was the Great San Francisco Earthquake of
1906. While Redwood City was not as severely impacted as San Francisco, the quake disrupted life



and commerce. Many displaced residents from San Francisco found refuge in Redwood City, leading
to a population surge.

World War Il and Post-War Boom

During World War I, Redwood City played a crucial role in supporting the war effort. The city became
home to several military installations, which bolstered its economy and workforce. After the war, the
city experienced a population boom as returning soldiers and their families sought housing and
employment.

Modern Redwood City

Today, Redwood City is a thriving urban center known for its diverse population, vibrant cultural
scene, and booming technology sector. The city's strategic location continues to attract businesses,
particularly in the tech industry, with many startups and established companies setting up shop in the
area.

Key Developments in Recent Years

In recent decades, Redwood City has undergone significant transformations, including:

1. Revitalization of Downtown: Efforts to revitalize downtown Redwood City have included new
restaurants, shops, and entertainment venues, making it a popular destination for residents and
visitors alike.

2. Public Transit Improvements: Enhanced public transportation options, including Caltrain and bus
services, have improved accessibility and connectivity to the broader Bay Area.

3. Sustainability Initiatives: The city has implemented various sustainability initiatives aimed at
reducing its environmental impact and promoting green practices.

Cultural Heritage and Community Events

Redwood City boasts a rich cultural heritage that is celebrated through various community events,
including:

- Redwood City Salsa Festival: An annual celebration of Latin music, dance, and culture.

- The Annual 4th of July Parade and Fireworks: A longstanding tradition that brings the community
together to celebrate Independence Day.

- Music on the Square: A summer concert series featuring local bands and artists, fostering
community engagement and enjoyment of the arts.



A Bright Future

As Redwood City continues to grow and evolve, it retains a strong sense of community and
commitment to preserving its rich history. The city's blend of innovation, culture, and history makes it
a unique place to live, work, and visit.

Conclusion

The history of Redwood City is a testament to the resilience and adaptability of its residents. From
its humble beginnings as a small settlement to its current status as a bustling urban center, Redwood
City has embraced change while honoring its past. As it moves forward, the city remains dedicated to
fostering a vibrant community that celebrates its diverse heritage and looks toward a sustainable
future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Redwood City in
California's development?

Redwood City played a crucial role in the development of San Mateo County as a shipping and lumber
town in the late 19th century, becoming a hub for timber from the surrounding redwood forests.

When was Redwood City officially incorporated?
Redwood City was officially incorporated on April 27, 1867.

What major event in the 19th century contributed to the
growth of Redwood City?

The construction of the railroad in the 1860s significantly contributed to Redwood City's growth by
facilitating the transport of lumber and goods, establishing it as a commercial center.

How did Redwood City's economy evolve throughout the 20th
century?

Throughout the 20th century, Redwood City's economy evolved from a timber-based economy to one
centered around agriculture, manufacturing, and eventually, technology, especially with the rise of
Silicon Valley.

What are some notable historical landmarks in Redwood City?

Notable historical landmarks in Redwood City include the San Mateo County History Museum, the
historic Fox Theatre, and the old courthouse building, which reflect the city’s rich history.



How has Redwood City's cultural identity been shaped by its
history?

Redwood City's cultural identity has been shaped by its diverse population and historical influences,
including its roots in the timber industry, agricultural practices, and its evolution into a modern urban
center with a vibrant arts scene.
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