History Of United Pentecostal Church

The history of the United Pentecostal Church (UPC) is a fascinating narrative
that reflects the broader context of Pentecostalism in the 20th century,
marked by a unique blend of revivalism, theological development, and
organizational evolution. Born out of the early 20th-century Pentecostal
movement, the UPC has grown to become one of the largest denominations in the
Pentecostal tradition. This article delves into the origins, growth, and
theological distinctives of the United Pentecostal Church, illustrating its
significance in the landscape of Christianity today.

Origins of the Pentecostal Movement

The roots of the United Pentecostal Church can be traced back to the Azusa
Street Revival, which began in Los Angeles, California, in 1906. This revival
was characterized by spontaneous worship, speaking in tongues, and a strong
emphasis on the Holy Spirit. Key figures like William J. Seymour played
pivotal roles in this movement, which quickly spread across the United States
and internationally.

The Early Days: 1900s-1930s

The early Pentecostal movement was not monolithic; various groups emerged
with differing theological perspectives. In the 1910s and 1920s, many early
Pentecostals embraced the "Oneness" theology, which rejected the traditional
Trinitarian understanding of God. Oneness adherents emphasized the singular
nature of God and taught that Jesus Christ is the manifestation of the one
God.



In 1916, a significant split occurred within the Pentecostal movement over
the issue of the Godhead, leading to the formation of various Oneness
Pentecostal groups. This theological divide was foundational to the eventual
formation of the United Pentecostal Church.

Formation of the United Pentecostal Church

The United Pentecostal Church was officially organized in 1945, but its roots
lay in earlier gatherings of Oneness believers. The key events leading to its
formation include:

1. The 1930s Revival: During this period, several Oneness groups began to
collaborate on evangelistic efforts, leading to a burgeoning sense of unity
among them.

2. The 1945 General Conference: In April 1945, representatives from various
Oneness groups met in St. Louis, Missouri, to discuss the possibility of
forming a unified organization. This meeting resulted in the formal
establishment of the United Pentecostal Church International (UPCI).

Key Founding Figures

The founding of the UPC was marked by several influential leaders, including:

- Frank E. Dodd: A prominent pastor and evangelist who played a critical role
in the early organizational efforts.

- David K. Bernard: A theologian and minister whose writings and leadership
helped shape the church's doctrinal stance.

- G.T. Haywood: An early leader who made significant contributions to the
church's music and worship practices.

Theological Distinctives

The United Pentecostal Church is characterized by several key theological
beliefs that distinguish it from other Christian denominations:

Oneness Theology

At the core of UPC theology is the belief in the Oneness of God. This
doctrine asserts that:

- God is a singular entity: Unlike traditional Trinitarian beliefs, UPC
teaches that God is one and that Jesus Christ embodies this one God.
- Baptism in Jesus' Name: The church emphasizes the necessity of baptism



performed specifically in the name of Jesus Christ, as opposed to the
Trinitarian formula.

Salvation and the New Birth

The UPC teaches that salvation involves a process known as the "New Birth,"
which corresponds to the teachings found in John 3:5. This process includes:

1. Repentance: A turning away from sin and a commitment to follow Jesus.

2. Baptism: Immersion in water in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins.

3. Receiving the Holy Ghost: An experience evidenced by speaking in tongues.

Holiness Standards

The UPC places a strong emphasis on personal holiness and lifestyle choices,
which are often outlined in the church's guidelines. These standards include:

- Modesty in dress: Encouraging members to dress in a manner that reflects
their faith.

- Abstinence from certain activities: Such as drinking alcohol, smoking, and
participating in activities considered sinful.

Growth and Expansion

Since its formation, the United Pentecostal Church has experienced
significant growth both in the United States and globally.

Domestic Growth

- Church Planting: The UPC has been active in establishing new congregations
across the United States, often targeting urban areas and communities with
limited evangelical presence.

- Educational Institutions: The church has founded several colleges and
seminaries, such as Urshan College and Urshan Graduate School of Theology, to
train ministers and lay leaders.

International Expansion

The UPC has also engaged in global missions, resulting in a robust
international presence. Key highlights include:



1. Missionary Work: The church has sent missionaries to various countries,
establishing churches and training local leaders.

2. Growth in Africa and Asia: The UPC has seen particularly rapid growth in
regions like Africa and Asia, where the message of Oneness Pentecostalism
resonates with local cultures.

Challenges and Controversies

Despite its growth, the United Pentecostal Church has faced challenges and
controversies throughout its history.

Internal Conflicts

As the church expanded, internal disagreements about doctrine and practice
emerged, leading to splits and the formation of independent congregations.
Addressing these conflicts has been an ongoing challenge for church
leadership.

Public Perception and Criticism

Like many religious movements, the UPC has faced criticism from both within
and outside the Christian community. Common criticisms include:

- Views on Salvation: The UPC's insistence on specific baptismal practices
has been contested by other Christian denominations.

- Holiness Standards: The church's stringent lifestyle requirements have been
scrutinized as overly legalistic.

Conclusion

The history of the United Pentecostal Church is a testament to the dynamic
and often tumultuous nature of religious movements. From its roots in the
early 20th-century Pentecostal revival to its current status as a major
Christian denomination, the UPC continues to play a significant role in
shaping the landscape of global Christianity. As it navigates the
complexities of modern society while remaining committed to its theological
distinctives, the UPC stands as a vibrant expression of faith for millions
around the world. Its journey reflects broader trends in Pentecostalism and
offers insights into the ongoing quest for spiritual renewal and community in
today's world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What year was the United Pentecostal Church (UPC)
officially founded?

The United Pentecostal Church was officially founded in 1945.

What were the key factors that led to the formation
of the United Pentecostal Church?

The formation of the UPC was influenced by the merger of several Pentecostal
organizations, particularly the Pentecostal Church, Inc. and the Assemblies
of God, along with a desire for a unified stance on the Oneness doctrine.

What is the Oneness doctrine that the United
Pentecostal Church adheres to?

The Oneness doctrine teaches that God is one, and that Jesus Christ is the
manifestation of that one God, rejecting the traditional doctrine of the
Trinity.

Who was a prominent early leader in the United
Pentecostal Church?

One prominent early leader of the UPC was Howard G. McClung, who played a
significant role in establishing the church's direction and governance.

How has the United Pentecostal Church expanded
globally since its founding?

Since its founding, the UPC has expanded globally through missionary work,
establishing churches in various countries, and currently claims millions of
members worldwide.

What is the significance of the 'Acts 2:38' verse in
UPC teachings?

"Acts 2:38' is significant in UPC teachings as it outlines the steps for
salvation: repentance, baptism in Jesus' name, and receiving the Holy Ghost.

What role do conventions and conferences play in the
United Pentecostal Church?

Conventions and conferences play a vital role in the UPC by fostering
community, providing training for ministers, and addressing doctrinal and
operational matters.



What are some key cultural influences within the
United Pentecostal Church?

Key cultural influences within the UPC include a strong emphasis on holiness
standards, music, and worship styles that reflect their Pentecostal heritage.

How does the United Pentecostal Church approach
education and ministerial training?

The UPC approaches education and ministerial training through various
institutions, including Urshan College and Urshan Graduate School of
Theology, focusing on biblical studies and practical ministry.
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