
History Of The Kennedy Family

The history of the Kennedy family is a rich tapestry woven through American politics, social
change, and public service. The Kennedys have long been synonymous with the ideals of ambition,
charisma, and tragedy, becoming one of the most prominent and storied families in the history of the
United States. Their influence spans multiple generations, with various members making significant
contributions to the political landscape, civil rights, and international relations. This article aims to
provide a comprehensive overview of the Kennedy family's history, tracing their roots, significant
achievements, and the impact they have had on American society.

Origins of the Kennedy Family

The Kennedy family's lineage can be traced back to Ireland, where the name "Kennedy" is derived
from the Gaelic name "O'Ceanada," meaning "descendant of Ceanad," who was a leader or chief. The
family's Irish roots are significant, as they reflect the immigration experience that shaped the United
States.

The Irish Immigrant Experience

- John F. Kennedy's Great-Grandfather: Patrick Kennedy emigrated from Ireland to the United States
in the mid-19th century, settling in Boston, Massachusetts. He arrived during a time of great
upheaval in Ireland, particularly due to the Great Famine of the 1840s.
- Success in Business: Patrick Kennedy established himself as a successful businessman, opening a
saloon and later engaging in various ventures, which set the foundation for the family's financial
stability.



The American Dream

- Joseph P. Kennedy Sr.: The family's fortune was significantly enhanced by Joseph P. Kennedy Sr.,
who became a prominent businessman and politician. He made his wealth through various
investments, including the liquor industry during Prohibition, as well as through banking and stock
market investments.
- Political Aspirations: Joseph P. Kennedy’s ambitions extended into politics, culminating in his
appointment as the U.S. Ambassador to the United Kingdom from 1938 to 1940. His experiences in
Europe shaped his views on foreign policy and the importance of American leadership on the global
stage.

The Kennedy Siblings and Their Impact

The Kennedy family is often defined by its notable siblings, each of whom made a distinct mark on
American history.

John F. Kennedy

- Presidency: John Fitzgerald Kennedy, the 35th President of the United States, served from 1961
until his assassination in 1963. His presidency was characterized by significant events such as the
Cuban Missile Crisis, the establishment of the Peace Corps, and the push for civil rights.
- Legacy: JFK's vision of a "New Frontier" inspired a generation, emphasizing the importance of
exploration, social justice, and international cooperation.

Robert F. Kennedy

- Political Career: Robert F. Kennedy served as a U.S. Senator from New York and was a key figure
in the civil rights movement. His advocacy for social justice and economic equality made him a
beloved figure among many Americans.
- Assassination: Tragically, RFK was assassinated in 1968 while campaigning for the presidency,
further cementing the Kennedy family's legacy of both political service and personal tragedy.

Edward M. Kennedy

- Long Senate Career: Often referred to as "Ted," Edward Kennedy was a U.S. Senator from
Massachusetts for nearly five decades. He was instrumental in passing significant legislation related
to health care, education, and civil rights.
- Legacy of Service: Ted's commitment to public service and his ability to work across party lines
earned him respect, though his later years were marked by personal challenges and controversies.



The Kennedy Family and Civil Rights

The Kennedy family played a pivotal role in the civil rights movement, advocating for equality and
justice during a tumultuous period in American history.

John F. Kennedy's Contributions

- Civil Rights Address: In June 1963, JFK delivered a landmark address on civil rights, calling for
legislation to ensure equal rights for all Americans, regardless of race.
- Legislation: His administration laid the groundwork for the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which was
ultimately signed into law by his successor, Lyndon B. Johnson.

Robert F. Kennedy's Advocacy

- Support for Activists: RFK's support for civil rights activists and his visits to the South during the
civil rights movement exemplified his commitment to social justice.
- Memorable Speeches: His speeches, especially after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.,
called for unity and healing in a divided nation.

The Legacy of Tragedy

The Kennedy family's history is also marked by an array of tragedies that have profoundly impacted
their legacy.

Assassinations

- John F. Kennedy: JFK's assassination in 1963 left the nation in shock and mourning, igniting
conspiracy theories and discussions about the safety of American leaders.
- Robert F. Kennedy: Just five years later, RFK was assassinated, further deepening the family's
association with loss and martyrdom.

Other Family Tragedies

- Joseph P. Kennedy Jr.: The eldest son of Joseph P. Kennedy Sr. and Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy,
Joseph Jr. was a World War II pilot who died in action in 1944.
- Kathleen Kennedy: Kathleen "Kick" Kennedy died in a plane crash in 1948, which added to the
family's grief and sense of vulnerability.



The Kennedy Family Today

The Kennedy family's influence continues in contemporary politics and social issues through the next
generations.

Political Involvement

- Next Generations: Several descendants of the Kennedy family have pursued careers in politics,
public service, and advocacy, including Joseph P. Kennedy III and RFK Jr.
- Public Service: The family's commitment to public service remains evident through various
philanthropic initiatives and community engagement efforts.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

- Media Representation: The Kennedy family has been the subject of numerous books, films, and
documentaries, exploring their complex history and enduring legacy.
- Symbol of Hope and Tragedy: The Kennedys continue to symbolize the American Dream, the quest
for social justice, and the burden of political legacy.

Conclusion

The history of the Kennedy family is a profound narrative that embodies the complexities of
American life, politics, and society. From their humble beginnings as Irish immigrants to their rise as
a political dynasty, the Kennedys have shaped the course of American history through their
commitment to public service, advocacy for civil rights, and resilience in the face of tragedy. Their
legacy endures, reminding us of the power of ambition, the importance of social justice, and the
impact of loss on a family's collective memory. As new generations of Kennedys step into the public
sphere, they carry with them the weight of their family's history, poised to continue their legacy of
service and leadership.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the patriarch of the Kennedy family?
Joseph P. Kennedy Sr. was the patriarch of the Kennedy family, a prominent businessman and
politician.

What role did John F. Kennedy play in American politics?
John F. Kennedy served as the 35th President of the United States from 1961 until his assassination
in 1963.



What tragic event affected the Kennedy family in 1963?
The assassination of President John F. Kennedy on November 22, 1963, in Dallas, Texas, was a
significant tragedy for the family.

How did Robert F. Kennedy contribute to the civil rights
movement?
Robert F. Kennedy, as Attorney General, advocated for civil rights and worked to enforce
desegregation and voting rights in the 1960s.

What was the significance of the Kennedy family's political
legacy?
The Kennedy family is known for its lasting impact on American politics, particularly in the
Democratic Party, influencing issues like civil rights, foreign policy, and social justice.

Which Kennedy family member served as a U.S. Senator from
Massachusetts?
Edward M. Kennedy, also known as Ted Kennedy, served as a U.S. Senator from Massachusetts for
nearly 47 years, from 1962 until his death in 2009.

What was the impact of the Kennedy family's wealth on their
political influence?
The Kennedy family's considerable wealth allowed them to fund political campaigns, philanthropic
efforts, and establish a strong political dynasty in America.

Who was Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis?
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis was the wife of John F. Kennedy and served as First Lady of the United
States, known for her elegance and cultural contributions.

What notable tragedy struck the Kennedy family in 1968?
Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated on June 5, 1968, shortly after winning the California primary
for the Democratic presidential nomination.

How has the Kennedy family been involved in philanthropy?
The Kennedy family has been involved in various philanthropic efforts, including the establishment
of the Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foundation, focusing on disability rights and education.
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