
History Of New Bern North Carolina

New Bern, North Carolina, is a city steeped in rich history, embodying the
essence of American colonial life, the Revolutionary War, and the subsequent
growth of a community that has faced both triumphs and challenges. Founded in
the early 18th century, New Bern has served as a political, cultural, and
economic center in North Carolina. This article explores the significant
events and milestones in the history of New Bern, from its establishment to
the present day.

Establishment and Early Years

New Bern was established in 1710 by Swiss settlers led by Baron Christoph von
Graffenried. The city was strategically located at the confluence of the
Neuse and Trent Rivers, making it an ideal site for trade and commerce.

The Founding of New Bern

- Original Name: The city was named after Bern, the capital of Switzerland,
in honor of the settlers' homeland.
- Layout and Design: The initial layout of New Bern was designed with a grid
pattern, featuring wide streets and planned public squares. This design
reflected the European influence on early American towns.
- Economic Growth: The fertile lands surrounding New Bern supported
agriculture, particularly tobacco farming, which became a significant



economic driver. Additionally, the city's location facilitated the
establishment of trade routes.

Colonial and Revolutionary Periods

As New Bern grew, it became a focal point for political activity in North
Carolina. It was the first capital of the colony, and several important
events unfolded during this time.

Political Significance

- Capital of North Carolina (1743-1789): New Bern served as the capital of
North Carolina from 1743 until the American Revolution. The colonial Assembly
met at the Tryon Palace, which was built in 1770 as the governor's residence.
- Tryon Palace: This grand structure became a symbol of the colony's
governance. It was the first permanent capitol building in North Carolina and
showcased the ambitions of the colonial elite.

The Revolutionary War

- Patriot Activity: During the Revolutionary War, New Bern was a hotspot for
Patriot activity. In 1775, the first provincial congress of North Carolina
met in New Bern, where delegates declared their independence from British
rule.
- Battles and Occupations: The city witnessed conflicts, including the Battle
of New Bern in 1781, which was fought between British forces and American
troops. New Bern changed hands several times during the war, reflecting the
turbulent nature of the conflict.

Post-Revolution and Growth

After the Revolutionary War, New Bern experienced a period of recovery and
growth. Its strategic location continued to play a vital role in its
development.

Economic Expansion

- Transportation Hub: The city became a transportation hub with the advent of
steamboats and railroads in the 19th century. This connectivity facilitated
commerce and led to an influx of new residents and businesses.
- Diverse Economy: New Bern's economy diversified beyond agriculture to



include shipbuilding, manufacturing, and trade. The city became known for its
production of naval stores, textiles, and furniture.

Incorporation and Municipal Development

- Incorporation: New Bern was officially incorporated in 1722, solidifying
its status as a city. As the population grew, local governance structures
were established to manage urban development.
- Civic Improvements: The late 19th century saw significant civic
improvements, including the construction of schools, churches, and public
buildings. These developments reflected the city's commitment to public
welfare and education.

The Civil War Era

The Civil War had a considerable impact on New Bern, influencing its economy,
society, and infrastructure.

Military Importance

- Union Occupation: In 1862, Union forces captured New Bern, making it a
strategic base of operations in the region. The city was fortified and used
as a supply depot, which significantly affected the local economy.
- Battle of New Bern: The initial battle for the city took place on March 14,
1862, when Union forces clashed with Confederate troops. The Union victory
opened the way for further incursions into North Carolina.

Post-War Reconstruction

- Economic Challenges: After the war, New Bern faced economic challenges as
the agricultural economy struggled to recover. The devastation of the war
forced many residents to seek new opportunities elsewhere.
- Reconstruction Efforts: The post-war era saw efforts to rebuild and
rehabilitate the community. Reconstruction policies aimed to reintegrate
former slaves into society and rebuild the local economy.

20th Century Developments

As the 20th century unfolded, New Bern continued to evolve, adapting to the
changing social and economic landscape.



World War II and its Aftermath

- Military Presence: New Bern became home to the Marine Corps Air Station
Cherry Point during World War II. This military presence provided economic
stability and growth in the region.
- Post-War Growth: The post-war boom led to suburban expansion, and the
population of New Bern grew significantly. New residential developments
sprang up, catering to returning veterans and their families.

Cultural and Historical Preservation

- Historic District: In the latter half of the 20th century, efforts were
made to preserve New Bern's historic architecture. The city was designated a
historic district, which helped protect its unique character and heritage.
- Cultural Events: New Bern became known for its rich cultural life, hosting
events such as the annual Mumfest, which celebrates the city's history and
community spirit.

Modern New Bern

Today, New Bern stands as a vibrant city that honors its historical roots
while embracing modernity.

Contemporary Economy

- Tourism: The city's historical significance attracts tourists, with
visitors flocking to its historic sites, including Tryon Palace, the New Bern
Academy Museum, and the numerous antebellum homes.
- Economic Diversification: New Bern has diversified its economy, with
healthcare, education, and manufacturing becoming significant contributors to
its economic landscape.

Community and Culture

- Cultural Institutions: New Bern is home to various cultural institutions,
including art galleries, theaters, and music venues, fostering a vibrant arts
scene.
- Preservation Initiatives: Ongoing preservation initiatives aim to maintain
the city’s historical architecture and promote heritage tourism.



Conclusion

In summary, the history of New Bern, North Carolina, is a testament to
resilience and adaptability. From its founding in the early 18th century to
its modern-day status as a cultural and economic hub, New Bern has navigated
the complexities of American history with grace. The city remains a vital
link to the past, offering a rich tapestry of experiences for residents and
visitors alike. As New Bern continues to grow, it remains committed to
honoring its heritage while embracing the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was New Bern, North Carolina founded?
New Bern was founded in 1710.

Which European country established New Bern?
New Bern was established by Swiss and Palatine German settlers from Europe.

What was New Bern's significance in colonial North
Carolina?
New Bern served as the capital of the Province of North Carolina from 1743 to
1789.

What major event took place in New Bern during the
Civil War?
New Bern was occupied by Union forces in 1862, which marked a significant
strategic victory.

What historic building in New Bern was the first
state capitol?
The Tryon Palace, built in the 1760s, was the first permanent state capitol
of North Carolina.

How did New Bern contribute to the American
Revolution?
New Bern was the site of the first provincial congress in North Carolina,
where delegates met to discuss independence.



What is the significance of the New Bern Historical
Society?
The New Bern Historical Society works to preserve the rich history and
heritage of the area, including its colonial past.

What natural disaster significantly impacted New
Bern in recent history?
Hurricane Florence in 2018 caused severe flooding and damage to many historic
sites in New Bern.
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