History Of Virginia Beach
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History of Virginia Beach is a rich tapestry woven from the threads of Native American heritage,
colonial struggles, military significance, and modern tourism. Located on the southeastern coast of
Virginia, Virginia Beach has evolved from a small settlement into a bustling city known for its
beautiful beaches, vibrant culture, and historical significance. This article will delve into the various
aspects of Virginia Beach's history, exploring its early inhabitants, colonial times, military influences,
and contemporary developments.

Early Inhabitants

Virginia Beach's history begins long before European settlers arrived. The region was originally
inhabited by Native American tribes, primarily the Chesapeake and Powhatan tribes.

Native American Tribes

- Chesapeake Tribe: This tribe resided in the area around the Chesapeake Bay and played a
significant role in the local ecosystem. They were skilled in fishing, hunting, and gathering, utilizing
the rich natural resources of the land.

- Powhatan Confederacy: This powerful alliance of tribes, led by Chief Powhatan, extended into parts
of Virginia Beach. The Powhatans were known for their agricultural practices, growing crops like
corn, beans, and squash.

The arrival of European settlers in the early 1600s marked a dramatic shift in the lives of these
indigenous peoples.



Colonial Era

In 1607, English settlers established the Jamestown colony, which was the first permanent English
settlement in North America. Virginia Beach was part of the larger Virginia Colony, and its early
development was closely tied to the colonial ambitions of the English crown.

Settlement and Development

- Land Grants: In the early 1600s, land grants were given to wealthy Englishmen, leading to the
establishment of plantations. The agrarian economy began to take shape, with tobacco becoming the
primary cash crop.

- Establishment of Lynnhaven: One of the first settlements in the area was Lynnhaven, established in
1634. 1t served as an important fishing and trading post.

- Conflict with Native Americans: As settlers encroached on indigenous lands, conflicts arose. The
Anglo-Powhatan Wars (1610-1646) resulted in significant loss of life and territory for Native
Americans.

By the late 17th century, Virginia Beach was beginning to take shape as a community, with the
establishment of various churches, schools, and homes.

19th Century Growth

The 19th century brought further changes to Virginia Beach, particularly with the advent of
transportation advancements and the impact of the Civil War.

Transportation and Development

- Railroad Expansion: In the mid-1800s, the arrival of the railroad facilitated trade and travel. This
encouraged the growth of tourism, as it became easier for visitors from inland Virginia and beyond
to access the beaches.

- Resort Development: The late 19th century saw the establishment of hotels and beach cottages,
especially in the area now known as the Oceanfront. The Virginia Beach Hotel opened in 1888,
attracting tourists and marking the beginning of Virginia Beach's reputation as a seaside resort.

The Civil War Impact

Virginia Beach, like much of Virginia, was deeply affected by the Civil War (1861-1865).

- Strategic Importance: The region's coastal position made it strategically important for both Union
and Confederate forces. Fort Monroe and Fort Wool were crucial military installations.

- Post-War Recovery: After the war, Virginia Beach slowly rebuilt, focusing on restoring its economy
and infrastructure.



20th Century Transformation

The 20th century was a time of significant transformation for Virginia Beach, as it evolved from a
quiet resort town into a thriving city.

Military Significance

- Naval Presence: The establishment of the Norfolk Naval Base and Oceana Naval Air Station during
World War II solidified Virginia Beach's role as a military hub. This presence continues to influence
the local economy and culture.

- Training and Operations: The military's involvement in training operations brought thousands of
service members to the area, contributing to the population growth and economic stability.

Post-War Development

- Population Boom: Following the war, the population of Virginia Beach surged. The city
incorporated in 1963, and it began to modernize rapidly.

- Tourism Expansion: The development of the Virginia Beach Boardwalk, which opened in 1962, and
the construction of new hotels and attractions solidified Virginia Beach as a premier tourist
destination.

Modern Virginia Beach

Today, Virginia Beach is a vibrant city known for its tourist attractions, cultural institutions, and
natural beauty.

Cultural Attractions

- Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science Center: This facility offers educational exhibits and
interactive experiences, focusing on marine life and conservation.

- Military Aviation Museum: Showcasing a collection of vintage military aircraft, this museum
highlights Virginia Beach's military history.

- Festivals and Events: The city hosts numerous festivals, including the Neptune Festival and the
Virginia Beach Oceanfront fireworks, which celebrate the community's culture and heritage.

Natural Beauty and Recreation

- Beaches and Parks: With over 35 miles of coastline, Virginia Beach offers plenty of opportunities
for swimming, surfing, and sunbathing. Parks like First Landing State Park and Back Bay National
Wildlife Refuge provide areas for hiking, birdwatching, and enjoying nature.



- Water Sports: The city's waters are popular for various water sports, including paddleboarding,
kayaking, and jet skiing, attracting both locals and tourists.

Conclusion

The history of Virginia Beach is a captivating narrative that reflects the diverse influences that have
shaped the area over centuries. From its origins as a Native American settlement to its development
as a tourist destination and military hub, Virginia Beach has continually adapted to the changing
tides of history. As it moves further into the 21st century, Virginia Beach remains a unique blend of
historical significance and modern vibrancy, making it a fascinating place to visit and explore. The
rich cultural heritage, natural beauty, and community spirit ensure that Virginia Beach will continue
to thrive as a treasured destination for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event in American history took place in
Virginia Beach in 1607?

In 1607, the English settlers of the Jamestown Colony first landed at Cape Henry in Virginia Beach,
marking one of the first sites of English settlement in America.

How did Virginia Beach's economy evolve from the colonial
period to the present?

Initially, Virginia Beach's economy was based on agriculture and fishing during the colonial period.
Over time, it transitioned to tourism and military services, especially after the establishment of naval
bases during World War II.

What role did Virginia Beach play during the Civil War?

During the Civil War, Virginia Beach was strategically important due to its location and was involved
in various military operations, although it did not see significant battles within its immediate vicinity.

What are some historical landmarks in Virginia Beach?

Notable historical landmarks in Virginia Beach include the Cape Henry Lighthouse, the First
Landing State Park, and the Atlantic Wildfowl Heritage Museum, each reflecting different aspects of
the area's history.

When did Virginia Beach officially become an independent
city?

Virginia Beach officially became an independent city in 1963, having been formed by the
consolidation of several smaller municipalities, including Princess Anne County.
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