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History of the Red River Rivalry

The Red River Rivalry is one of the most enduring and storied rivalries in college football, capturing the
hearts of fans for over a century. This fierce competition exists primarily between the University of Texas
Longhorns and the University of Oklahoma Sooners. Taking place annually during the State Fair of Texas
in Dallas, the Red River Rivalry showcases not just athletic prowess but also deep-seated regional pride and
tradition. This article will delve into the historical context, memorable moments, key players, and the

cultural significance of this iconic rivalry.

Origins of the Rivalry

The origins of the Red River Rivalry can be traced back to the late 19th century, a time when college
football was beginning to take shape as a popular sport in the United States.

Early Matches

- First Game: The first official meeting between Oklahoma and Texas occurred on October 10, 1900. The
Longhorns won this inaugural game, setting the stage for a rivalry that would grow in intensity.
- Early Competition: The teams met frequently in the early 1900s, and the competition quickly intensified

as both schools became powerhouses in college football.



Geographic and Cultural Influences

- Border States: Texas and Oklahoma share a border along the Red River, which serves as a natural
dividing line between the two states. This geographical proximity has contributed to the rivalry’s heated
nature.

- Cultural Identity: The rivalry is not just a clash of teams but also a reflection of the cultural differences
between the states. Texas pride often clashes with Oklahoma’s resilience, creating a unique atmosphere

during the games.

Growth and Development of the Rivalry

As the years progressed, the Red River Rivalry grew in significance, with both teams achieving notable

successes and establishing themselves as national contenders.

The Big 12 Conference Era

- Formation of the Big 12: In 1996, the Big 12 Conference was formed, bringing together several schools
from the Southwest Conference and the Big Eight Conference, including Texas and Oklahoma. This
development further intensified the rivalry as both teams faced off on a regular basis.

- Championship Implications: Many Red River Rivalry games have significant implications for conference

championships and bow] game selections, adding an extra layer of intensity to the matchups.

Iconic Games and Moments

The Red River Rivalry has been marked by numerous memorable games and moments that have left a

lasting impact on college football history.

1. 1963 Game: The 1963 game is one of the most famous in the rivalry's history, with Texas defeating
Oklahoma 28-7. This game was particularly notable for the performance of Texas quarterback, Donny
Anderson, who threw for two touchdowns and ran for another.

2. 1975 Showdown: Oklahoma’s 14-13 victory in 1975 was marked by a controversial call regarding a failed
two-point conversion by Texas, which has been debated by fans and analysts ever since.

3. 2000 National Championship: The 2000 game saw Oklahoma, ranked No. 1, defeat Texas, 63-14. This
game was a pivotal moment for Oklahoma, setting them on the path to a national championship later that
season.

4. 2018 Instant Classic: In one of the most thrilling recent installments, the 2018 matchup ended in a

dramatic 48-45 win for Oklahoma, showcasing the back-and-forth nature of this rivalry.



Legendary Players and Coaches

Throughout its history, several players and coaches have left an indelible mark on the Red River Rivalry,

contributing to its rich tapestry.

Notable Players

- Baker Mayfield (Oklahoma): The quarterback had a standout performance in the 2017 game, throwing for
386 yards and three touchdowns, leading the Sooners to a victory.

- Vince Young (Texas): Known for his dual-threat capabilities, Young was pivotal in Texas's 2005 national
championship season, including a memorable performance against Oklahoma.

- Adrian Peterson (Oklahoma): The running back had a breakout performance in the 2004 game, rushing

for 225 yards and two touchdowns, helping cement his legacy.

Influential Coaches

- Darrell Royal (Texas): One of the most legendary coaches in Texas history, Royal led the Longhorns to
multiple victories in the rivalry during his tenure from 1957 to 1976.
- Barry Switzer (Oklahoma): Switzer’s coaching prowess helped Oklahoma dominate the rivalry in the

1970s and 1980s, leading to several national championships.

Cultural Significance

The Red River Rivalry is more than just a football game; it is a cultural event that draws thousands of fans

and creates a festive atmosphere.

State Fair of Texas

- Location: The rivalry game is held at the Cotton Bowl Stadium in Fair Park, Dallas, coinciding with the
State Fair of Texas. This unique setting adds to the excitement, with fans enjoying carnival rides, fried
foods, and other attractions before the game.

- Traditions: Fans from both universities engage in various traditions, from tailgating to specific chants and

songs that are unique to each school.



Media Attention and Economic Impact

- National Spotlight: The game typically garners national television coverage, showcasing the intensity of
the rivalry to a broader audience and contributing to its mythos.
- Economic Boost: The influx of fans to Dallas for the game provides a significant economic boost to the local

economy, benefiting hotels, restaurants, and local businesses.

Recent Developments and Future Outlook

As college football continues to evolve, so does the Red River Rivalry.

Changes in Conference Dynamics

- SEC Transition: With Texas and Oklahoma set to join the Southeastern Conference (SEC) in the near
future, there are discussions about how this will affect the rivalry and its place in college football.
- Potential Matchups: Fans are eager to see how the rivalry will adapt and continue to thrive amidst

shifting conference dynamics and playoff implications.

Enduring Legacy

- Continued Rivalry: Regardless of conference affiliation, the Red River Rivalry is expected to remain a
highlight of the college football season, preserving its historical significance.
- Future Generations: As new generations of fans emerge, the tradition of the rivalry will likely continue

to inspire enthusiasm and pride among Texas and Oklahoma supporters.

In conclusion, the Red River Rivalry stands as a testament to the passion and dedication of college football
fans. Its rich history, iconic moments, and cultural significance illustrate why this rivalry remains one of
the most captivating in sports. As we look to the future, the anticipation for each year's matchup only

grows, ensuring that the legacy of the Red River Rivalry will endure for many more years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Red River Rivalry?

The Red River Rivalry is an annual college football game between the University of Texas Longhorns and

the University of Oklahoma Sooners, known for its intense competition and deep historical roots.



When did the Red River Rivalry first take place?

The first game of the Red River Rivalry was held on October 10, 1900, making it one of the oldest rivalries
in college football.

Why is the game called the 'Red River Rivalry'?

The name 'Red River Rivalry' comes from the Red River that forms part of the border between Texas and

Oklahoma, representing the geographic and cultural rivalry between the two states.

‘What are some notable moments in the history of the Red River
Rivalry?
Notable moments include the 1971 game where Texas won 45-23, the 1984 game with a famous 15-0

comeback by Oklahoma, and the 2008 game where Texas won on a last-second field goal.

How has the Red River Rivalry impacted college football culture?

The Red River Rivalry has significantly influenced college football culture by fostering intense fan loyalty,

showcasing high-level talent, and creating memorable moments that resonate with fans across the nation.

What is the significance of the Governor's Trophy in the Red River
Rivalry?
The Governor's Trophy is awarded to the winner of the Red River Rivalry and represents the pride and

competition between the two states, symbolizing the ongoing historical and cultural clash.
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