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Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is one of the oldest and most distinguished African American
fraternities in the United States. Founded on November 17, 1911, at Howard University in
Washington, D.C., Omega Psi Phi has a rich history rooted in the ideals of manhood, scholarship,
perseverance, and uplift. Over the years, the fraternity has played a vital role in the civil rights
movement, education, and the promotion of brotherhood among African American men. This article
delves into the founding, evolution, and impact of Omega Psi Phi on society.

Founding of Omega Psi Phi

The inception of Omega Psi Phi can be traced back to a group of four undergraduate students at
Howard University:

1. Edgar Amos Love
2. Oscar James Cooper
3. Franklin Lawrence Smith
4. William Henry Harrison

These men sought to create an organization that would foster brotherhood and scholarship among
African American men during a time of racial segregation and injustice. They were influenced by the
growing need for social change and the empowerment of African Americans.

On November 17, 1911, the fraternity was officially established at Howard University. The founders
aimed to create a space that promoted academic excellence, social responsibility, and unity among
African American men. The name "Omega Psi Phi" was chosen to reflect their ideals, with the Greek
letters symbolizing the concepts of manhood, scholarship, perseverance, and uplift.

Early Years

In its early years, Omega Psi Phi focused on establishing chapters at colleges and universities across
the United States. The first chapter, known as the Alpha Chapter, was followed by the establishment
of the Beta Chapter at Lincoln University in Pennsylvania in 1914 and the Gamma Chapter at the



University of Pennsylvania in 1915.

The fraternity's early activities included:

- Organizing social events and educational forums
- Developing mentorship programs for younger African American men
- Engaging in community service projects

Despite facing challenges, including opposition from other Greek organizations and societal racism,
Omega Psi Phi continued to grow and expand its reach.

Expansion and Growth

The 1920s and 1930s marked a period of significant growth for Omega Psi Phi. The fraternity
established numerous chapters, and its influence began to spread beyond the confines of college
campuses. During this time, Omega Psi Phi began to engage in more extensive community service
initiatives and advocacy for civil rights.

National Conventions and Leadership

In 1919, the fraternity held its first Grand Conclave in Washington, D.C. This event brought together
members from different chapters to discuss fraternity business, leadership, and community service.
The Grand Conclave has since become a biennial tradition, serving as a platform for networking,
leadership development, and collaboration among members.

Throughout its history, Omega Psi Phi has produced several prominent leaders, including:

- Jesse Owens: Renowned Olympic athlete and civil rights advocate.
- Langston Hughes: Influential poet and playwright of the Harlem Renaissance.
- Edward Brooke: The first African American elected to the U.S. Senate from Massachusetts.

These leaders have helped to elevate the fraternity's profile and showcase its commitment to social
justice and academic excellence.

Social Justice and Civil Rights Movement

The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity has been deeply involved in the civil rights movement, advocating for
social justice and equality. In the 1960s, the fraternity took an active role in various civil rights
initiatives, partnering with organizations like the NAACP and the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC).

Key contributions to the civil rights movement included:

- Organizing protests and rallies against racial discrimination.
- Providing scholarships and support for African American students.



- Promoting voter registration drives in disenfranchised communities.

The fraternity's commitment to social justice remains a core tenet of its mission, with ongoing
initiatives focused on education, economic empowerment, and community development.

Omega Psi Phi Today

As of today, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. boasts over 750 chapters worldwide, with a membership
of thousands of men committed to the fraternity's principles. The organization has continued to
evolve, adapting to the changing social landscape while remaining rooted in its foundational ideals.

Programs and Initiatives

Omega Psi Phi has developed several programs aimed at promoting education, health, and
community service. Some notable initiatives include:

1. Scholarship Programs: The fraternity offers scholarships to deserving students, helping to
promote higher education among African Americans.

2. Health Initiatives: Omega Psi Phi has launched campaigns focused on health awareness, including
issues such as prostate cancer and hypertension.

3. Mentoring Programs: Many chapters engage in mentoring young men, offering guidance and
support to help them succeed academically and socially.

4. Community Service Projects: Members participate in various service projects, including food
drives, literacy programs, and youth outreach initiatives.

Legacy and Impact

The legacy of Omega Psi Phi is evident in its long-standing commitment to education, service, and
brotherhood. The fraternity has not only produced successful leaders in various fields but has also
fostered a sense of community and belonging among its members.

The fraternity's impact can be seen in:

- The establishment of scholarship funds that have supported thousands of students.
- The promotion of health awareness and education within African American communities.
- The encouragement of civic engagement and social responsibility among young men.

Conclusion

The history of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is a testament to the power of brotherhood, education,



and social activism. From its humble beginnings at Howard University to its present-day status as a
global organization, Omega Psi Phi has continually worked to uplift and empower African American
men. As the fraternity looks to the future, it remains dedicated to its founding principles, ensuring
that it will continue to make a positive impact on society for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. founded?
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. was founded on November 17, 1911.

Where was Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. established?
The fraternity was established at Howard University in Washington, D.C.

Who were the founders of Omega Psi Phi?
The founders of Omega Psi Phi are Bishop Edgar Amos Love, Dr. Oscar James Cooper, and Professor
Frank Coleman, along with their faculty advisor, Dr. Ernest Everett Just.

What is the significance of the Omega Psi Phi motto?
The motto of Omega Psi Phi is 'Friendship is Essential to the Soul,' which emphasizes the importance
of brotherhood and camaraderie among its members.

What are the official colors of Omega Psi Phi?
The official colors of Omega Psi Phi are royal purple and gold.

What symbol represents Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.?
The official symbol of Omega Psi Phi is the dog, specifically the bulldog, which represents loyalty
and companionship.

What is the significance of the Omega Psi Phi fraternity's
'Ques' nickname?
The nickname 'Ques' is derived from the letter 'Q' in the fraternity's Greek name, which is 'Omega
Psi Phi.' It signifies a sense of pride and brotherhood among the members.

Which notable figures are associated with Omega Psi Phi?
Notable members of Omega Psi Phi include civil rights leaders like Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton, as
well as famous athletes like Shaquille O'Neal and Steve Harvey.

What is the main focus of Omega Psi Phi's community service



initiatives?
Omega Psi Phi focuses on uplifting the community through programs that promote education,
health, and overall social welfare, often emphasizing mentorship and youth development.
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