
History They Dont Teach In School

History they don't teach in school often highlights the overlooked narratives, marginalized voices,
and events that shaped societies but remain absent from mainstream educational curricula. While
history books tend to focus on prominent figures and major wars, there exists a plethora of
fascinating stories that reveal the complexity of our past. This article will explore various significant
yet neglected events and figures, illustrating the importance of a more inclusive understanding of
history.

1. The Untold Stories of Indigenous Peoples

1.1. The Rich Cultures Before Colonization
Before the arrival of European settlers, the Americas were home to diverse Indigenous cultures with
rich histories, languages, and traditions. Some of these societies developed complex political
systems, engaged in extensive trade networks, and constructed impressive architectural works.

- The Mississippian culture (800 CE - 1600 CE) built large earthen mounds, with Cahokia being one
of the most significant urban centers in pre-Columbian North America.
- The Pueblo peoples in the Southwest created intricate dwellings and developed sophisticated
agricultural practices, utilizing irrigation techniques.

1.2. Resistance and Resilience
The narrative of Indigenous peoples is often dominated by tales of tragedy and loss. However, many
tribes resisted colonization and fought to maintain their sovereignty and culture.

- The Pequot War (1636-1637) and King Philip’s War (1675-1676) are examples of fierce resistance
against colonial encroachment.
- Contemporary movements, such as the American Indian Movement (AIM), continue to advocate for



Indigenous rights and sovereignty.

2. The Role of Women in History

2.1. Women in Leadership
While history tends to glorify male leaders, women have played crucial roles in shaping societies
throughout time.

- Figures like Cleopatra VII of Egypt and Elizabeth I of England wielded significant power and
influence.
- In Africa, women like Yaa Asantewaa led revolts against colonial powers, such as the Ashanti-
British "War of the Golden Stool" in 1900.

2.2. Contributions to Science and Art
Women's contributions to science and the arts have often been overlooked.

- Ada Lovelace is considered one of the first computer programmers, yet her story is rarely included
in tech history lessons.
- Artists like Artemisia Gentileschi broke barriers in the male-dominated art world during the
Renaissance, but her work is often overshadowed by her male contemporaries.

3. The Impact of the African Diaspora

3.1. The Transatlantic Slave Trade
The Transatlantic Slave Trade had a profound impact on the Americas, Europe, and Africa, yet it is
often simplified in school curricula.

- Approximately 12.5 million Africans were forcibly taken from their homes and transported to the
Americas between the 16th and 19th centuries.
- The economic foundations of many Western nations were built on the exploitation of enslaved
Africans, particularly in agriculture and the production of goods like sugar and cotton.

3.2. The Influence of African Culture
The legacy of the African diaspora is evident in various aspects of modern culture, including music,
food, and language.

- Genres like jazz, blues, and hip-hop owe their origins to African musical traditions and the
experiences of African Americans.
- Culinary contributions, such as gumbo and fried chicken, have roots in African cooking techniques



and ingredients.

4. The Forgotten Voices of the LGBTQ+ Community

4.1. Historical Figures and Events
LGBTQ+ individuals have played significant roles throughout history, yet their contributions are
often minimized or erased.

- Figures like Alan Turing, who was pivotal in breaking the Enigma code during World War II, faced
persecution due to his sexuality.
- The Stonewall Riots of 1969 marked a turning point in the fight for LGBTQ+ rights, yet many
students are unaware of the event's significance.

4.2. Representation and Activism
The LGBTQ+ rights movement has deep historical roots that extend beyond the 20th century.

- Activists like Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera were instrumental in the early LGBTQ+ rights
movement, advocating for marginalized voices within the community.
- The history of LGBTQ+ rights includes a range of struggles, from the decriminalization of
homosexuality to the fight for marriage equality.

5. Global Events That Shaped Modern History

5.1. The Opium Wars
The Opium Wars (1839-1842 and 1856-1860) are pivotal events that illustrate the impact of
colonialism and trade on global politics.

- The British Empire’s trade of opium in China led to significant social and economic disruption,
culminating in military conflict.
- The resulting treaties favored Britain and established a pattern of Western imperialism in Asia that
would have lasting consequences.

5.2. The Partition of India
The Partition of India in 1947 is often oversimplified in historical narratives.

- The division of British India into India and Pakistan led to one of the largest mass migrations in
history, with millions displaced and a significant loss of life.
- The consequences of Partition continue to affect India-Pakistan relations and the lives of people in
the region today.



6. Unrecognized Contributions from Around the World

6.1. The Golden Age of Islamic Civilization
The contributions of Islamic scholars during the Golden Age (8th to 14th century) are often
overlooked in Western education.

- Scholars like Ibn Sina (Avicenna) and Al-Khwarizmi made advancements in medicine, mathematics,
and astronomy that laid the groundwork for modern science.
- The House of Wisdom in Baghdad was a center for learning and translation that preserved and
expanded upon ancient knowledge.

6.2. The Legacy of Ancient Civilizations
Many ancient civilizations’ achievements are often relegated to footnotes in history.

- The Indus Valley Civilization (circa 2500-1900 BCE) had advanced urban planning and sanitation
systems, showcasing early achievements in engineering and architecture.
- The contributions of civilizations such as the Mayans and Aztecs in mathematics and astronomy
remain less emphasized in traditional narratives.

Conclusion
History they don't teach in school is a reminder that the past is far more intricate and multifaceted
than what is commonly presented. By acknowledging the voices and experiences that have been
overlooked, we can gain a more comprehensive understanding of our world. It encourages critical
thinking about how history is recorded, taught, and remembered. Embracing these narratives
enriches our collective memory and fosters a more inclusive society, allowing us to learn from the
past and build a better future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some lesser-known contributions of women in the
American Revolution?
Women like Abigail Adams and Mercy Otis Warren played crucial roles by advocating for
independence and writing influential propaganda, yet their contributions are often overlooked in
traditional curricula.

How did the Tulsa Race Massacre impact the African American
community in the early 20th century?
The Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921 resulted in the destruction of a prosperous Black community,
leading to economic devastation, loss of life, and a long-lasting impact on racial relations in America



that is rarely addressed in schools.

What role did propaganda play during World War I that is
often ignored?
During World War I, governments used extensive propaganda campaigns to shape public opinion
and demonize the enemy, which had lasting effects on national identity and perceptions of the 'other'
that are seldom discussed in history classes.

Can you explain the significance of the Zoot Suit Riots in
1943?
The Zoot Suit Riots were a series of conflicts in Los Angeles between white servicemen and Latino
youths, highlighting racial tensions and issues of identity that are often omitted from mainstream
narratives of America's wartime history.

What was the impact of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882?
The Chinese Exclusion Act was the first significant law to restrict immigration based on ethnicity,
leading to decades of discrimination and the establishment of legal barriers that shaped the Chinese
American experience, yet it is often glossed over in history lessons.

How did LGBTQ+ individuals contribute to the civil rights
movement?
LGBTQ+ individuals played vital roles in the civil rights movement, including activists like Bayard
Rustin, who organized the 1963 March on Washington, but their stories are frequently marginalized
or omitted in traditional education.

What was the significance of the 'Red Summer' of 1919?
The 'Red Summer' refers to a series of race riots in the U.S. during 1919, reflecting deep-seated
racial tensions and the struggle for civil rights, a crucial period that is often overlooked in school
history curricula.
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