
History Of The Plaza Hotel

The history of the Plaza Hotel is a tale woven into the fabric of New York
City, marked by elegance, celebrity, and cultural significance. Since its
inception in the late 19th century, the Plaza has stood as an emblem of
luxury and sophistication, attracting guests from around the world. This
iconic hotel not only serves as a lavish accommodation but also as a backdrop
for numerous historical events, films, and literary works, making it an
enduring symbol of American opulence and charm.

Origins and Construction

The Plaza Hotel was commissioned by the wealthy hotelier and real estate
developer, Henry Villard, who envisioned a grand hotel that would cater to
the elite. The construction of the Plaza began in 1905, overseen by the
architectural firm of Kohn, Tuttle, and Bailey. The site was strategically
located at the southeast corner of Central Park, making it a prime location
for affluent travelers.

Design and Architecture

The Plaza Hotel was designed in the French Renaissance style, drawing
inspiration from the châteaux of France. Some key architectural features
include:

- A grand façade with ornate detailing



- A majestic entrance with a large awning
- A stunning lobby adorned with marble, gold leaf, and intricate chandeliers

Upon its completion in 1907, the Plaza Hotel was celebrated for its luxurious
accommodations and opulent décor, quickly becoming a favored destination for
the wealthy elite.

The Early Years

In its early years, the Plaza Hotel became synonymous with luxury, attracting
a host of prominent guests, including dignitaries, celebrities, and wealthy
socialites. The hotel boasted 805 guest rooms, each elegantly furnished, and
numerous dining options. The Palm Court, famous for its afternoon tea, became
a social hub for New York's upper crust.

Notable Guests and Events

Throughout its history, the Plaza has hosted many notable figures, including:

1. Franklin D. Roosevelt: The future president famously held his first
presidential campaign meeting at the hotel in 1932.
2. Marilyn Monroe: The iconic actress was known to frequent the Plaza, where
she celebrated her 36th birthday in 1962.
3. The Beatles: The legendary band stayed at the Plaza during their historic
1964 visit to the United States.

The Plaza has also been the site of significant events, from lavish weddings
to exclusive parties, solidifying its status as a cultural landmark.

Challenges and Changes

Despite its prominence, the Plaza Hotel faced numerous challenges over the
years. The Great Depression in the 1930s impacted the luxury hotel industry,
leading to financial difficulties for many establishments, including the
Plaza.

Decline and Renovation

As the decades passed, the Plaza's reputation began to wane. By the 1970s,
the hotel fell into disrepair, struggling to maintain its former glory. In
1975, the Plaza was sold to a new owner, and extensive renovations were
undertaken to restore its grandeur. Key improvements included:



- Restoring the lobby and public spaces to their original splendor
- Updating guest rooms with modern amenities while preserving historical
elements

The renovations proved successful, and the Plaza Hotel regained its status as
a premier destination for luxury travelers.

Modern Era and Cultural Impact

In the 21st century, the Plaza Hotel continues to be an iconic symbol of
luxury and a fixture in popular culture. Its presence in films and literature
has cemented its role as a cultural landmark.

Film and Literature

The Plaza has been featured in numerous films, including:

- "Eloise at the Plaza" (2003): Based on the beloved children's book series,
the film brought the whimsical character of Eloise to life in the hotel.
- "Home Alone 2: Lost in New York" (1992): The Plaza served as a backdrop for
Kevin McCallister's adventures in the city.
- "The Great Gatsby" (1974): The hotel was referenced in F. Scott
Fitzgerald's classic novel, further entwining its fate with American
literature.

Ownership Changes and Renovations

The Plaza Hotel has undergone several ownership changes since its opening. In
1988, Donald Trump purchased the hotel and invested in renovations. However,
he faced financial difficulties, leading to a series of legal battles and
eventual loss of ownership.

In 1995, the Plaza was sold to a consortium of investors and underwent
further renovations aimed at modernizing the hotel while preserving its
historical integrity.

Current Status

Today, the Plaza Hotel operates under the Fairmont Hotels & Resorts brand and
continues to attract a diverse clientele, from tourists to business
travelers. It offers a range of amenities and services, including:

- Luxurious guest rooms and suites



- Fine dining options, including the iconic Palm Court
- A world-class spa and wellness center

The Plaza also hosts a variety of events, including weddings, corporate
gatherings, and social functions, maintaining its status as a premier venue
in New York City.

The Plaza's Legacy

The history of the Plaza Hotel is not just a chronicle of brick and mortar;
it is a reflection of New York City's evolution over the past century. The
hotel embodies the spirit of luxury, resilience, and cultural significance.
Its storied past is marked by the comings and goings of the rich and famous,
and it remains a beloved destination for those seeking an unforgettable
experience in the heart of Manhattan.

Community Engagement and Philanthropy

In recent years, the Plaza has engaged in various philanthropic endeavors,
supporting local charities and organizations. Initiatives include:

- Hosting charity galas and events
- Partnering with local organizations to support community development
- Supporting arts and culture initiatives in New York City

These efforts reflect the hotel’s commitment to giving back to the community
while preserving its legacy as a cultural institution.

Conclusion

The Plaza Hotel stands as a testament to the grandeur of New York City and
the evolution of the hospitality industry. From its opulent beginnings to its
current status as a luxury destination, the Plaza has weathered the storms of
history, adapting and thriving in a changing world. Whether through its
historical significance, cultural impact, or community engagement, the Plaza
Hotel remains an enduring symbol of elegance and sophistication, captivating
the hearts of all who enter its doors. Its story continues to unfold,
promising a future as rich and vibrant as its illustrious past.

Frequently Asked Questions



When was the Plaza Hotel originally opened?
The Plaza Hotel originally opened on October 1, 1907.

Who was the architect behind the design of the Plaza
Hotel?
The Plaza Hotel was designed by architect Henry Janeway Hardenbergh.

What architectural style is the Plaza Hotel known
for?
The Plaza Hotel is known for its French Renaissance style.

Which famous children's book mentions the Plaza
Hotel?
The Plaza Hotel is famously mentioned in the children's book 'Eloise' by Kay
Thompson.

What significant event took place at the Plaza Hotel
in 1969?
In 1969, the Plaza Hotel was the site of the first-ever televised National
Democratic Convention.

What major renovation occurred at the Plaza Hotel in
the 2000s?
The Plaza Hotel underwent a significant renovation and reopened in 2008 after
a multi-year restoration.

Who purchased the Plaza Hotel in 2018?
In 2018, the Plaza Hotel was purchased by the Katara Hospitality group.

What is the Plaza Hotel's historical significance in
popular culture?
The Plaza Hotel has been featured in numerous films, television shows, and
literature, symbolizing luxury and New York City opulence.

What amenities are notable at the Plaza Hotel?
Notable amenities at the Plaza Hotel include its iconic Palm Court for
afternoon tea, luxurious guest rooms, and high-end retail shops.
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