History Of Ok Corral

History of the OK Corral is a fascinating tale that intertwines the lives of
legendary figures, lawmen, and outlaws in the Wild West. Located in
Tombstone, Arizona, the OK Corral became synonymous with one of the most
famous gunfights in American history. This article will explore the origins
of the OK Corral, the events leading up to the notorious shootout, and its
lasting legacy in American culture.

The Origins of the OK Corral

The OK Corral was originally a horse corral and part of a larger ranch owned
by the Clanton family. The name "OK" is believed to have originated from the
initials of the ranch's owner, although some theories suggest it may derive

from the phrase "oll korrect," a humorous misspelling of "all correct" that

became popular in the 19th century.

Tombhstone: A Boomtown Emerges

Founded in 1879 by prospector Ed Schieffelin, Tombstone quickly grew into a
booming mining town. The discovery of silver in the nearby hills attracted
thousands of miners, merchants, and fortune seekers. By the early 1880s,
Tombstone was a bustling town with a population of over 7,000, complete with
saloons, gambling halls, and a vibrant social scene.



Key Figures Involved

Several key figures played significant roles in the events surrounding the OK
Corral. These individuals are crucial for understanding the dynamics that led
to the infamous shootout:

1. Wyatt Earp: A lawman known for his role in maintaining order in Tombstone.
He was part of the Earp family, which included his brothers Virgil and
Morgan.

2. Doc Holliday: A gambler and dentist with a reputation for being a fierce
fighter, Holliday became Earp's close ally.

3. The Clanton Family: The Clantons were ranchers and outlaws who often
clashed with the lawmen, including the Earp brothers.

4. Ike Clanton: The most notorious member of the Clanton family, he often
boasted about his criminal exploits and had a personal vendetta against the
Earps.

The Build-Up to the Shootout

Tensions in Tombstone were high in the months leading up to the gunfight at
the OK Corral. Conflicts between lawmen and outlaws were common, and the
Clantons were viewed as a significant threat to law and order.

Violence and Rivalry

The rivalry between the Earps and the Clantons was fueled by several violent
incidents, including:

- The Murder of Morgan Earp: In March 1882, Morgan Earp was assassinated,
which intensified the conflict between the Earp family and the Clanton
faction.

- The Stagecoach Robbery: The Clantons were implicated in a series of
robberies that targeted stagecoaches, further angering the lawmen.

- The Gunfight at the 0.K. Corral: Leading up to the gunfight, various
confrontations occurred between the two factions, stoking the flames of
animosity.

The Day of the Gunfight

On October 26, 1881, the infamous gunfight at the OK Corral took place. The
confrontation was the culmination of rising tensions and conflict between the
Earp brothers, Doc Holliday, and the Clanton and McLaury brothers.



The Participants

The gunfight involved several key participants:

- Wyatt Earp

- Virgil Earp

- Morgan Earp

- Doc Holliday
- Ike Clanton

- Billy Clanton
- Frank MclLaury
- Tom McLaury

What Happened During the Gunfight

The gunfight lasted only about 30 seconds but resulted in significant
casualties:

- Billy Clanton and Tom McLaury were killed on the spot.
- Frank McLaury died shortly after the shootout.
- Virgil Earp was wounded, and Morgan Earp was also injured.

The Aftermath of the OK Corral Shootout

The aftermath of the gunfight was tumultuous. While the Earps and Holliday
claimed self-defense, they faced legal repercussions and public scrutiny.

Legal Proceedings

In the wake of the gunfight, the Earps were put on trial for murder. The
trial drew significant media attention, and the public was divided in their
opinions. Ultimately, the Earps were acquitted, which further polarized the
community.

Continued Violence and Vigilante Justice

The tensions in Tombstone did not subside after the trial. The feud continued
to escalate, leading to further violence, including:

- Assassination Attempts: Wyatt Earp and his allies faced multiple
assassination attempts, leading them to leave Tombstone temporarily.

- Vigilante Groups: Some residents took matters into their own hands, forming
vigilante groups to combat the lawlessness that plagued the town.



The Legacy of the OK Corral

The history of the OK Corral has left an indelible mark on American culture.
It has been romanticized in books, films, and television shows, contributing
to the enduring mythos of the Wild West.

Popular Culture Impact

The events at the OK Corral have inspired countless works of fiction,
including:

- Movies: Classic films like "My Darling Clementine" and "Tombstone" have
depicted the gunfight in dramatic fashion, contributing to the legend of the
Earps and Holliday.

- Books: Numerous biographies and historical accounts have been written about
the key figures involved in the gunfight, contributing to public fascination
with their lives.

- Television Shows: Series such as "The Life and Legend of Wyatt Earp" have
further entrenched the story in popular culture.

Tourism and Historical Sites

Today, the OK Corral is preserved as a historical site, attracting thousands
of visitors each year. The site offers guided tours, reenactments of the
gunfight, and an opportunity to learn more about the fascinating history of
Tombstone.

- Reenactments: Daily reenactments of the famous gunfight take place,
allowing visitors to experience a piece of history.

- Historical Exhibits: The site features exhibits that delve into the lives
of the Earps, Holliday, and the Clantons, providing insight into the era.

Conclusion

The history of the OK Corral is not just a story of a gunfight; it represents
a pivotal moment in the narrative of the American West. The events and
characters involved continue to captivate audiences and serve as a reminder
of a time when lawlessness and bravery defined a burgeoning nation. As we
reflect on this iconic piece of history, it remains clear that the legacy of
the OK Corral will endure as an integral part of the Wild West saga.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the significance of the Gunfight at the
0.K. Corral?

The Gunfight at the 0.K. Corral, which took place on October 26, 1881, in
Tombstone, Arizona, is one of the most famous events in the American 0Old
West. It represented a clash between lawmen and outlaws, symbolizing the
struggle between lawlessness and order during that era.

Who were the main figures involved in the 0.K.
Corral shootout?

The main figures in the Gunfight at the 0.K. Corral included lawmen Wyatt
Earp, his brothers Virgil and Morgan, and Doc Holliday on one side, and the
Clanton brothers (Ike, Billy, and Frank) along with Tom McLowry on the other.

What led to the conflict at the 0.K. Corral?

The conflict arose from ongoing tensions between the Earp faction, who were
lawmen, and the Clanton gang, who were involved in cattle rustling and other
illegal activities. Disputes over law enforcement and personal grievances
escalated into the infamous gunfight.

How did the media portray the 0.K. Corral incident
at the time?

The media portrayed the Gunfight at the 0.K. Corral as a sensational and
dramatic confrontation between good and evil. Reports varied, with some
emphasizing the heroism of the Earps and Holliday, while others depicted the
Clantons as victims of law enforcement overreach.

What was the outcome of the Gunfight at the 0.K.
Corral?

The gunfight lasted about 30 seconds and resulted in the deaths of three men:
Billy Clanton and the McLowry brothers. The Earp brothers and Doc Holliday
were not killed, but the aftermath led to a series of retaliatory violence
and legal battles for the Earps.

How has the history of the 0.K. Corral influenced
popular culture?

The history of the 0.K. Corral has had a lasting impact on popular culture,
inspiring countless films, books, and television shows that romanticize the
Wild West, lawmen, and gunfights, contributing to the enduring mythology of
the American frontier.
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