
History Of The Rockettes

History of the Rockettes dates back to the early 20th century and is a
captivating journey through American entertainment that reflects the
evolution of dance, performance art, and cultural trends. Known for their
precision choreography, dazzling costumes, and high-energy performances, the
Rockettes have become an iconic symbol of American holiday celebrations,
particularly through their annual Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music
Hall. This article delves into the rich history of the Rockettes, exploring
their origins, evolution, and enduring legacy in the world of dance and
entertainment.

Origins of the Rockettes

The Rockettes were founded in 1925 by Russell Markert, who was inspired by
the precision dancing of European troupes. Originally called the "Missouri
Rockets," the dance group was established in St. Louis, Missouri, as part of
a revue called “The Ziegfeld Follies.” Markert's vision was to create a
unique performance style that combined high kicks, intricate formations, and
a touch of glamour, which quickly gained popularity.

Early Performances

The Rockettes' first performance was met with enthusiasm, leading to their
relocation to New York City. Their big break came when they were invited to
perform at the Radio City Music Hall in 1932, which was instrumental in
solidifying their reputation. Here are some key milestones from their early
years:

1. Radio City Music Hall Opening: The Rockettes performed at the grand
opening of the Music Hall, which became their home stage.
2. Increased Popularity: Throughout the 1930s and 1940s, the Rockettes gained
fame through various performances, including Broadway shows and film
appearances.
3. World War II Contribution: During World War II, the Rockettes performed
for troops and participated in war bond rallies, showcasing their patriotic
spirit.



The Golden Age of the Rockettes

The 1950s and 1960s marked a golden age for the Rockettes as they became
synonymous with the Christmas season through their annual Christmas
Spectacular. This show featured elaborate sets, festive music, and, of
course, the Rockettes' signature high-kicking routines.

Christmas Spectacular

The Christmas Spectacular has become a beloved holiday tradition, attracting
millions of visitors each year. The show includes:

- “The Parade of the Wooden Soldiers”: A fan-favorite routine where the
Rockettes perform in perfect unison, creating a visually stunning display.
- “Living Nativity”: A heartwarming depiction of the birth of Jesus, which
has been a staple of the show for decades.
- Innovations in Performance: Throughout the years, the show has incorporated
advanced technology, elaborate staging, and innovative choreography, keeping
it fresh and engaging for new generations.

Challenges and Changes

Despite their success, the Rockettes faced challenges over the decades,
including changes in societal norms and audience preferences. The 1970s
brought about a shift in the entertainment landscape, with new forms of dance
and performance gaining popularity. The Rockettes adapted by:

- Incorporating Contemporary Dance Styles: The introduction of jazz and
modern dance elements into their routines.
- Diversifying Performances: Expanding beyond the Christmas Spectacular to
include appearances in television specials and other live performances.

Modern Era and Cultural Impact

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the Rockettes continued to evolve,
embracing new opportunities and challenges in the world of performance art.

Revitalization Efforts

The Rockettes have made concerted efforts to revitalize their image and
performance style, appealing to contemporary audiences. Key initiatives
include:

- Diversity in Casting: Efforts to promote diversity among the dancers,
showcasing performers from various backgrounds.
- Collaboration with Modern Artists: Partnering with contemporary
choreographers and musicians to create innovative routines that resonate with
today’s audiences.



Legacy and Recognition

The Rockettes have left an indelible mark on American culture and
entertainment. Their influence can be seen in various aspects, such as:

- Inspiration for Other Dance Troupes: Many dance companies have drawn
inspiration from the Rockettes’ precision and style.
- Cultural Icon: The Rockettes have become a symbol of holiday cheer and
festivity, recognized worldwide for their contributions to American
performing arts.

Conclusion

The history of the Rockettes is a testament to the enduring power of dance
and performance in American culture. From their humble beginnings in St.
Louis to their iconic status at Radio City Music Hall, the Rockettes have
continually adapted and evolved, remaining relevant and beloved by audiences
of all ages. Their story is not just about dance; it is about resilience,
creativity, and the ability to inspire joy and wonder in every performance.
As they continue to celebrate the magic of the holiday season, the Rockettes
stand as a cherished legacy in the world of entertainment, promising to kick
their way into the hearts of audiences for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

When were the Rockettes founded?
The Rockettes were founded in 1925 in St. Louis, Missouri.

What is the signature performance style of the
Rockettes?
The Rockettes are known for their precision dance style, particularly their
high-kick routines.

How did the Rockettes become associated with Radio
City Music Hall?
The Rockettes became the resident dance company of Radio City Music Hall in
1932, where they performed in the Christmas Spectacular and various other
shows.

What major cultural impact have the Rockettes had
over the years?
The Rockettes have influenced the world of dance and entertainment, setting a
standard for precision dance and inspiring generations of dancers and
performers.



Have the Rockettes been involved in any significant
historical events?
Yes, the Rockettes performed for US troops during World War II and have
participated in various charitable events, showcasing their commitment to
community and patriotism.
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