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History of Reese’s Cups dates back to the early 20th century and tells an
intriguing tale of innovation, entrepreneurship, and the sweet satisfaction
of chocolate and peanut butter. This beloved confectionery treat has become a
staple in American culture, transcending generations and evolving with the
times. In this article, we will explore the origins of Reese’s Cups, their
rise to popularity, and their enduring legacy in the world of candy.

Origins of Reese’s Cups

The story of Reese’s Cups begins with its creator, H.B. Reese, a former dairy
farmer who began his career in the candy industry in the 1920s. In 1923, he
established the H.B. Reese Candy Company in Hershey, Pennsylvania, where he
produced a variety of confections.

Early Years and Inspiration

H.B. Reese was inspired by the success of the Hershey Chocolate Company and
the growing popularity of chocolate-covered candies. His background in dairy
farming gave him a unique understanding of how to combine ingredients, which
would later play a crucial role in the creation of Reese’s Cups.

- Key Influences on Reese:

- The success of chocolate bars during the 1920s.

- The emergence of peanut butter as a popular spread.
- The demand for innovative candy products.



The Invention of the Peanut Butter Cup

In 1928, H.B. Reese combined his two loves: chocolate and peanut butter. He
experimented with different recipes and finally created the now-iconic
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup. This new candy featured a smooth peanut butter
filling encased in a rich milk chocolate shell. The unique combination was an
instant hit, leading to increased production and sales.

The Growth of the Reese's Brand

Following the introduction of Reese’s Cups, the H.B. Reese Candy Company
flourished. The company expanded its product line and began distributing
Reese’s Cups more widely.

Marketing and Popularity

In the 1930s and 1940s, Reese’s Cups gained popularity across the United
States. Their marketing strategies included:

- Creative Advertising: The company employed catchy slogans and memorable ads
that highlighted the unique taste combination.

- Variety Packs: Reese’s began offering assorted candy packs that included
peanut butter cups, which further introduced the product to new consumers.

- Seasonal Promotions: Special editions for Halloween, Christmas, and Easter
helped maintain interest in the product throughout the year.

The Reese's Cup Legacy

As the brand grew, H.B. Reese's legacy continued even after his death in
1956. His family maintained control of the company and focused on expanding
the Reese's product line. In 1963, the H.B. Reese Candy Company was sold to
the Hershey Chocolate Company, which allowed Reese's Cups to reach an even
broader audience.

Expansion of the Product Line

With the backing of Hershey, the Reese’s brand began to innovate and
introduce new products based on the original Reese’s Cup.



New Variations of Reese’s Cups

Over the years, Reese’s has released a variety of products, catering to
different tastes and preferences. Some of the most popular variations
include:

1. Reese’s Pieces: Introduced in 1978, these small, candy-coated chocolates
filled with peanut butter became a hit, especially after their appearance in
the movie "E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial."”

2. Reese’s White Chocolate Cups: A sweeter alternative to the original milk
chocolate version, these cups appeal to those who prefer white chocolate.

3. Reese’s Big Cup: For those who can’t get enough of the peanut butter
filling, the Big Cup offers a larger serving size.

4. Reese’s Sticks: Combining the classic Reese’s flavors with a crispy wafer,
this product provides a different texture experience.

5. Reese’s Thins: A thinner version of the traditional cup, aimed at those
looking for a lighter treat.

International Reach

Reese’s Cups have also made their way into international markets. The brand
has expanded its presence in countries such as Canada, the United Kingdom,
and Australia, adapting its marketing strategies to cater to local tastes.

Cultural Impact of Reese’s Cups

Reese’s Cups are more than just a candy; they have become an integral part of
American culture. Their influence can be seen in various areas, from
advertising to pop culture.

Reese’s in Advertising and Media

Reese’s Cups have been featured in numerous advertisements, often evoking
nostalgia and a sense of indulgence. Some notable mentions include:

- Television Commercials: Over the years, Reese’s has produced memorable
commercials that resonate with audiences, often focusing on the joy of
sharing a Reese’s Cup.

- Movies and TV Shows: Reese’s Cups have made cameo appearances in various
films and series, further solidifying their place in popular culture.



Reese’s as a Symbol of American Treats

Reese’s Cups are often associated with American holidays and traditions,
particularly Halloween, when they are one of the most sought-after candies.
Their popularity has made them a staple in trick-or-treat bags and festive
gatherings.

The Future of Reese’s Cups

The future of Reese’s Cups looks bright as the brand continues to innovate
and adapt to changing consumer preferences.

Health-Conscious Alternatives

In response to the growing trend of health-conscious consumers, Reese’s has
begun exploring options such as reduced-sugar and organic versions of its
products. This shift ensures that Reese’s Cups remain relevant in an evolving
market.

Continued Innovation

With advancements in food technology and changing tastes, Reese’s is likely
to continue introducing new flavors and products that appeal to diverse
audiences. Collaborations with other brands and limited-edition releases will
keep the excitement surrounding Reese’s Cups alive.

Conclusion

The history of Reese’s Cups is a testament to the power of creativity and
innovation in the candy industry. From humble beginnings in a small candy
shop to becoming a household name, Reese’s Cups have captured the hearts and
taste buds of millions. As the brand continues to evolve, it remains a
beloved treat that unites generations in their love for chocolate and peanut
butter.

Frequently Asked Questions



When were Reese's Peanut Butter Cups first
introduced?

Reese's Peanut Butter Cups were first introduced in 1928.

Who was the creator of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups?

Harry Burnett Reese, a former dairy farmer, created Reese's Peanut Butter
Cups.

What company originally produced Reese's Peanut
Butter Cups?

The H.B. Reese Candy Company originally produced Reese's Peanut Butter Cups.

How did Reese's Peanut Butter Cups gain popularity?

Reese's Peanut Butter Cups gained popularity due to their unique combination
of chocolate and peanut butter, appealing to a wide audience.

When did Hershey's acquire the Reese's brand?

Hershey's acquired the Reese's brand in 1963.

What is the significance of the Reese's Peanut
Butter Cup's shape?

The distinctive cup shape of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups helps to create a
perfect balance of chocolate and peanut butter in each bite.

Have there been any variations of Reese's Peanut
Butter Cups since their launch?

Yes, there have been several variations of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups,
including seasonal flavors, mini cups, and even white chocolate versions.

What impact did Reese's Peanut Butter Cups have on
the candy industry?

Reese's Peanut Butter Cups set a new standard for combining chocolate and
peanut butter, influencing other candy products and becoming one of the best-
selling candies in the U.S.

Is there a specific day dedicated to celebrating
Reese's Peanut Butter Cups?

Yes, National Peanut Butter Day on January 24 is often celebrated with
Reese's Peanut Butter Cups, highlighting their popularity.
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