History Of The Greenbrier

The history of The Greenbrier is a fascinating tale that weaves together luxury, nature,
and a rich tapestry of American history. Nestled in the picturesque Allegheny Mountains
of West Virginia, The Greenbrier has been a premier resort destination for over two
centuries. Its storied past includes hosting presidents, dignitaries, and celebrities, while
also serving as a hospital during the Civil War and a top-secret Cold War bunker. This
article delves into the intriguing history of The Greenbrier, exploring its origins, evolution,
and significance over the years.

Early Beginnings

The Greenbrier's history dates back to the late 18th century when the area was first
recognized for its natural mineral springs. In 1778, the land was granted to a soldier
named Johnathan Smith, who was drawn to the area for its therapeutic waters. The first
recorded visitor to the springs was General Andrew Lewis, who sought relief from gout.

In 1817, the Greenbrier White Sulphur Springs Hotel opened its doors, marking the
beginning of the resort's transformation into a luxurious retreat. The hotel quickly gained
popularity among the elite, providing an escape from the sweltering summer heat of the
East Coast. Guests would travel long distances via horseback and stagecoach to
experience the healing properties of the mineral waters.

The Rise of a Luxury Resort

By the mid-19th century, The Greenbrier had established itself as a premier destination
for the wealthy. The hotel underwent several renovations and expansions, with notable
architects and designers contributing to its grandeur.



Architectural Evolution

- Original Structure: The first hotel was a simple wooden structure that could
accommodate around 100 guests.

- Expansion: In 1848, a larger, more opulent hotel was constructed, featuring a
magnificent ballroom and dining areas.

- Victorian Era: By the 1880s, The Greenbrier had embraced the Victorian style, with
elaborate furnishings and intricate designs. This period saw the addition of a new wing,
enhancing the resort's capacity and elegance.

The Greenbrier's reputation continued to grow, attracting an impressive roster of guests,
including U.S. Presidents such as Thomas Jefferson, Ulysses S. Grant, and Herbert
Hoover. The resort became a social hub, hosting lavish balls, sporting events, and cultural
gatherings.

Social and Cultural Significance

The Greenbrier also played a crucial role in the social fabric of American society during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The resort hosted numerous events, such as:

- Golf Tournaments: The establishment of the first golf course in 1910 marked the
beginning of The Greenbrier's legacy in the world of golf.

- Cultural Events: The resort became a center for arts and culture, hosting concerts,
theater productions, and art exhibitions.

- Political Gatherings: The Greenbrier was often the venue for political discussions and
networking among influential figures.

Impact of the Civil War

The Civil War brought significant changes to The Greenbrier. During the conflict, the hotel
was transformed into a hospital for wounded soldiers.

Hospitalization and Healing

- Military Use: The Greenbrier served both Union and Confederate forces, treating
thousands of soldiers.

- Legacy of Healing: The resort's association with healing during the war solidified its
reputation as a place of restoration and recovery.

Following the war, The Greenbrier quickly resumed its status as a luxury resort,
welcoming back guests who sought the tranquility of the mountains.



The 20th Century: A New Era

As the 20th century dawned, The Greenbrier continued to evolve. The resort underwent
significant renovations in the 1920s, incorporating modern amenities while preserving its
historical charm.

World War II and Beyond

During World War II, The Greenbrier once again found itself in a different role. The U.S.
government utilized the resort as a relocation center for government officials, and in 1960,
a secret fallout shelter was constructed beneath the hotel.

- The Bunker: The bunker was designed to house Congress in the event of a nuclear
attack, complete with living quarters, a medical facility, and a cafeteria. It remained
operational until the Cold War ended, and its existence was kept secret for decades.

Despite these tumultuous times, The Greenbrier thrived, continuing to attract visitors
seeking luxury and leisure.

Modernization and Restoration

In the latter half of the 20th century, The Greenbrier faced challenges, including economic
downturns and changing travel trends. However, a major renovation in the early 2000s
breathed new life into the resort.

Recent Developments

- Restoration Efforts: The Greenbrier underwent extensive renovations to restore its
historic features while modernizing its facilities.

- New Amenities: The addition of a spa, casino, and various outdoor activities has
diversified the resort's offerings, making it a year-round destination.

- Sustainability Initiatives: Recent efforts have focused on sustainability, including eco-
friendly practices in operations and landscaping.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Today, The Greenbrier stands as a testament to American history and luxury. The resort
has been recognized for its architectural significance, historical importance, and cultural
contributions.



Recognition and Awards

- Historic Hotels of America: The Greenbrier is a member of this prestigious organization,
celebrating its heritage and historic significance.

- Awards: The resort has received numerous accolades for its exceptional service, dining,
and accommodations.

Continuing Tradition

The Greenbrier continues to host high-profile events, including golf tournaments, culinary
festivals, and cultural programs. Its commitment to preserving history while embracing
modernity ensures that it remains a beloved destination for generations to come.

Conclusion

The history of The Greenbrier is more than just a chronicle of a luxury resort; it is a
reflection of American culture, resilience, and transformation. From its humble beginnings
as a mineral spring to its status as a world-renowned destination, The Greenbrier has
weathered the storms of history while maintaining its charm and appeal. As it moves
forward, The Greenbrier remains a symbol of luxury, hospitality, and the enduring spirit of
the American experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of The Greenbrier
resort?

The Greenbrier resort, located in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, has been a
prominent retreat since its establishment in 1778, known for its luxurious
accommodations and role as a social and political hub.

Who were some notable guests at The Greenbrier
throughout its history?

Notable guests have included U.S. Presidents, royalty, celebrities, and influential figures
such as Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and Judy Garland.

How did The Greenbrier contribute to the local
economy?

The Greenbrier has significantly contributed to the local economy through tourism,
providing jobs, and attracting visitors to the region, especially during its peak seasons.



What role did The Greenbrier play during World War I1?

During World War II, The Greenbrier was used as a hospital for wounded soldiers and
later became a secret relocation center for Congress in the event of a nuclear attack.

What unique architectural features does The Greenbrier
have?

The Greenbrier is known for its grand architecture, including its iconic white facade,
elaborate ballrooms, and the famous mineral springs that attracted guests for their health
benefits.

When did The Greenbrier undergo a significant
renovation?

The Greenbrier underwent a major renovation in 2009, restoring its historic charm while
updating facilities to meet modern standards, including the addition of a casino.

What is the significance of the Greenbrier Bunker?

The Greenbrier Bunker, built in the 1950s, was a top-secret, Cold War-era emergency
shelter for Congress, highlighting the resort's role in American history beyond tourism.

How has The Greenbrier adapted to changing tourism
trends?

The Greenbrier has adapted by offering a range of activities, including golf, spa services,
outdoor adventures, and hosting events to cater to diverse visitor interests.

What are the mineral springs at The Greenbrier, and
why are they famous?

The mineral springs at The Greenbrier are famous for their purported health benefits,
drawing visitors for centuries seeking therapeutic treatments and wellness.

How does The Greenbrier preserve its historical legacy?

The Greenbrier preserves its historical legacy through careful restoration efforts,
maintaining original decor, and offering guided tours that educate visitors about its rich
past.
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