
Hobbit Battle Of The Five Armies

The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies is the climactic conclusion to
Peter Jackson's cinematic adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien's beloved novel, "The
Hobbit." Released in 2014, this film brings together an ensemble of
characters, epic battles, and the crucial themes of friendship, sacrifice,
and the struggle for power. As the third installment in the Hobbit trilogy,
it encapsulates the conflict that arises after the dwarves reclaim the Lonely
Mountain and the treasure that lies within it, leading to an inevitable
confrontation among various factions in Middle-earth.



Overview of the Film

"The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies" is based on the final chapters of
Tolkien's work and serves as a bridge to "The Lord of the Rings." The film
focuses on several key themes and elements, including:

- The consequences of greed and desire for wealth
- The importance of unity in the face of adversity
- The struggle between good and evil
- The impact of war on individuals and communities

The film features a star-studded cast, including Martin Freeman as Bilbo
Baggins, Ian McKellen as Gandalf, and Richard Armitage as Thorin Oakenshield,
among others. It was well-received by audiences and critics, praised for its
visual effects, action sequences, and emotional depth.

Plot Summary

From Triumph to Conflict

The film opens shortly after the events of the previous installment, "The
Desolation of Smaug." The dwarves, led by Thorin Oakenshield, have
successfully reclaimed the Lonely Mountain but have awakened the wrath of
Smaug, the dragon who guards the treasure. The film begins with a fierce
battle in Lake-town, where Smaug unleashes destruction upon its people. Bard
the Bowman, played by Luke Evans, ultimately confronts and kills the dragon,
freeing the town but leaving it in ruins.

With Smaug defeated, the focus shifts back to the Lonely Mountain. As word
spreads of the dragon's death, various factions, including elves, men, and
dwarves, converge on the mountain to claim a share of the treasure. This sets
the stage for the Battle of the Five Armies.

The Five Armies

The title of the film refers to the five factions that participate in the
climactic battle:

1. Dwarves - Led by Thorin Oakenshield, the dwarves are determined to protect
their treasure and heritage.
2. Men - The men of Lake-town, led by Bard, seek reparations for the
destruction caused by Smaug.
3. Elves - The Woodland Realm, led by Thranduil, seeks a share of the
treasure as compensation for their assistance in the battle against the



dragon.
4. Orcs - The army of Azog the Defiler, seeking revenge and dominance over
Middle-earth.
5. Eagles - Though not a fighting faction in the traditional sense, the
Eagles arrive as allies to help turn the tide of battle.

Major Themes

Greed and Its Consequences

One of the dominant themes in the film is the destructive power of greed.
Thorin, consumed by the desire for wealth and the Arkenstone, becomes
increasingly isolated and paranoid. His obsession leads to conflicts with his
allies, putting the entire group in jeopardy. This theme serves as a
cautionary tale about how the pursuit of material wealth can corrupt even the
noblest of leaders.

Unity and Cooperation

Another significant theme is the necessity of unity in the face of a common
enemy. The battle showcases how former adversaries must come together to
confront the greater threat posed by Azog and his orc army. The film
emphasizes that only through cooperation can they hope to survive the
impending doom.

Sacrifice and Heroism

Sacrifice is a recurring motif in the film, exemplified by the character of
Thorin, who ultimately realizes the error of his ways. The film is punctuated
by moments of heroism, where characters rise to the occasion, putting their
lives on the line for the greater good. Bilbo’s unyielding bravery and Bard’s
leadership demonstrate that true heroism often lies in selflessness and
courage.

Character Development

Bilbo Baggins

Bilbo Baggins, portrayed by Martin Freeman, undergoes significant character



development throughout the trilogy. Initially reluctant to leave his home,
Bilbo grows into a courageous and resourceful hero. In "The Battle of the
Five Armies," Bilbo's bravery shines as he navigates the chaos of war,
seeking to protect his friends and find a peaceful resolution amidst the
turmoil.

Thorin Oakenshield

Thorin's character arc is central to the film. His descent into obsession and
madness serves as a poignant reminder of the dangers of greed. As the battle
unfolds, Thorin's redemption is portrayed through his realization of the
importance of friendship and loyalty, culminating in a tragic yet heroic
sacrifice.

Other Key Characters

- Bard the Bowman: A key figure in uniting the men and elves, Bard’s
leadership emerges as crucial in the face of overwhelming odds.
- Thranduil: The Elvenking is initially portrayed as aloof and self-serving,
but he ultimately steps up to aid in the battle, showcasing a growth in his
character.
- Azog the Defiler: The primary antagonist of the film, Azog embodies the
relentless pursuit of vengeance, serving as a foil to the protagonists’
quests for redemption and unity.

Visuals and Cinematic Techniques

The film is renowned for its stunning visual effects and cinematography,
which bring Middle-earth to life in vivid detail. Key elements include:

- Epic Battle Sequences: The choreography of the battle scenes is
meticulously crafted, showcasing the intensity and chaos of war.
- Special Effects: CGI is seamlessly integrated with practical effects to
create believable creatures, landscapes, and environments.
- Cinematography: The use of sweeping shots and close-ups captures the
emotional weight of the characters’ journeys, enhancing the storytelling.

Conclusion

"The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies" serves as a fitting conclusion to
the Hobbit trilogy and a prelude to the events of "The Lord of the Rings."
Through its exploration of themes such as greed, sacrifice, and the necessity
of unity, the film captures the essence of Tolkien's work while delivering a



visually spectacular experience. As audiences watch the characters navigate
the complexities of friendship and conflict, they are reminded of the
timeless lessons embedded within this epic tale. The film stands as a
testament to the enduring power of storytelling, resonating with viewers long
after the credits roll.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central conflict in 'The Hobbit: The
Battle of the Five Armies'?
The central conflict revolves around the struggle for the treasure of the
Lonely Mountain, which leads to a confrontation between various factions
including dwarves, elves, men, and goblins.

Who are the key characters involved in the Battle of
the Five Armies?
Key characters include Thorin Oakenshield, Bilbo Baggins, Legolas, Tauriel,
Bard the Bowman, and the various armies of dwarves, elves, men, and goblins.

How does Bilbo Baggins play a crucial role in the
battle?
Bilbo Baggins plays a crucial role by acting as a mediator between the
conflicting parties, ultimately seeking a peaceful resolution and
demonstrating bravery in the face of danger.

What themes are explored in 'The Battle of the Five
Armies'?
Themes explored include the consequences of greed, the importance of unity
and friendship, the struggles of leadership, and the impacts of war.

How does the film 'The Battle of the Five Armies'
connect to J.R.R. Tolkien's larger Middle-earth
legendarium?
The film connects to Tolkien's larger legendarium by depicting events that
lead to 'The Lord of the Rings', expanding on the history of Middle-earth,
including the rise of Sauron and the significance of the One Ring.

What are some notable visual effects used in the
battle scenes?
Notable visual effects include the stunning CGI for the dragon Smaug, large-



scale battle sequences featuring armies clashing, and the detailed landscapes
of Middle-earth that enhance the epic feel of the conflict.

What is the significance of the title 'The Battle of
the Five Armies'?
The title signifies the five distinct factions that participate in the
climactic battle: the dwarves, elves, men, goblins, and wargs, highlighting
the complexity of alliances and enmities in the struggle for power.
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