History Of The Drake Hotel Chicago

HisTorY oF THE DRAKE HOTEL CHICAGO IS A CAPTIVATING STORY THAT INTERTWINES LUXURY, ELEGANCE, AND A RICH
HERITAGE THAT DATES BACK TO THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY. RENOWNED FOR ITS OPULENT DESIGN AND PRESTIGIOUS CLIENTELE,
THE DRAKE HOTEL HAS BECOME AN ICONIC SYMBOL OF CHICAGO’S ARCHITECTURAL AND SOCIAL FABRIC. SINCE ITS GRAND
OPENING IN ]920, THE HOTEL HAS PLAYED HOST TO COUNTLESS DIGNITARIES, CELEBRITIES, AND IMPORTANT EVENTS, MAKING IT
A PIVOTAL PART OF THE CITY’S HISTORY.

THE ORIGINS OF THE DRAKE HOTEL

THe DRAKE HOTEL WAS CONCEIVED BY SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSMAN AND HOTELIER, JOHN B. DRAKE, WHO ENVISIONED A
LUXURIOUS RETREAT IN THE HEART OF CHICAGO. IN THE 19 10s, CHICAGO WAS RAPIDLY GROWING AND EVOLVING, AND THERE
\WAS A DEMAND FOR HIGH-END ACCOMMODATIONS THAT COULD CATER TO THE NEEDS OF AFFLUENT TRAVELERS AND PROMINENT
FIGURES.

CoNsTRUCTION AND OPENING

- CONSTRUCTION BEGAN: THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE DRAKE HOTEL COMMENCED IN 19 16, DESIGNED BY THE RENOWNED
ARCHITECTURE FIRM, HOLABIRD & ROCHE.

- GRAND OPENING: THE HOTEL OPENED ITS DOORS ON JUNE 5, 1920, FEATURING 537 GUEST ROOMS AND /5 SUITES, EACH
DESIGNED WITH EXQUISITE ATTENTION TO DETAIL.

THE HOTEL’S DESIGN, CHARACTERIZED BY ITS GEORGIAN REVIVAL STYLE, INCLUDED LAVISH FURNISHINGS AND INTRICATE DECOR
THAT REFLECTED THE OPULENCE OF THE ERA. UPON ITS OPENING, THE DRAKE HOTEL WAS IMMEDIATELY RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF
THE FINEST HOTELS IN THE COUNTRY.

THe GoLDeEN AGE ofF THE DRAKE HOTEL

THROUGHOUT THE 1920s AND 1930s, THE DRAKE HOTEL BECAME A SOCIAL HUB FOR CHICAGO'S ELITE. ITS GRAND
BALLROOM HOSTED HIGH-PROFILE EVENTS, INCLUDING CHARITY GALAS, DEBUTANTE BALLS, AND LAVISH WEDDINGS. THE HOTEL
WAS NOT ONLY A PLACE TO STAY BUT A LANDMARK WHERE THE CITY’S SOCIAL LIFE FLOURISHED.



PresTIGIOUS GUESTS AND EVENTS

THe DRAKE HOTEL HAS WELCOMED A WIDE ARRAY OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS OVER THE DECADES, INCLUDING:

- RoYALTY: NoTABLY, THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF W/INDSOR STAYED AT THE HOTEL DURING THEIR VISIT TO CHICAGO.

- CELEBRITIES: LEGENDARY FIGURES SUCH AS FRANK SINATRA AND MARILYN MONROE FREQUENTED THE HOTEL, ADDING TO ITS
ALLURE AND REPUTATION.

- PoLITICAL FIGURES: SEVERAL U.S. PRESIDENTS, INCLUDING FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT AND JOHN F. KENNEDY, HAVE HELD EVENTS
OR STAYED AT THE DRAKE HOTEL.

THE HOTEL ALSO BECAME FAMOUS FOR HOSTING THE ANNUAL “CHICAGO SocIAL SEASON/” WHICH ATTRACTED HIGH SOCIETY
FROM ACROSS THE NATION.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN OF THE DRAKE HOTEL IS A TESTAMENT TO THE GRANDEUR OF EARLY 20TH-CENTURY HOTELS.

DisTINCT FEATURES

- GEORGIAN REVIVAL STYLE: THE HOTEL’S EXTERIOR SHOWCASES RED BRICK AND LIMESTONE, EMPHASIZING ITS CLASSICAL
ELEMENTS.

- GRAND LoBBY: UPON ENTERING THE LOBBY, GUESTS ARE GREETED BY A STUNNING CHANDELIER AND ELEGANT MARBLE FLOORS,
EMBODYING THE LUXURY THAT THE DRAKE REPRESENTS.

- ExQuisITE DINING OPTIONS: THE HOTEL HAS HOUSED VARIOUS FINE DINING ESTABLISHMENTS, MOST NOTABLY THE RENOWNED
Capre Cob RooM, FAMOUS FOR ITS SEAFOOD AND UPSCALE ATMOSPHERE.

THESE ELEMENTS CONTRIBUTE TO THE HOTEL’S STATUS AS A HISTORIC LANDMARK IN CHICAGO.

CHALLENGES THROUGH THE DECADES

DESPITE ITS SUCCESS, THE DRAKE HOTEL FACED SEVERAL CHALLENGES OVER THE YEARS, PARTICULARLY DURING TIMES OF
ECONOMIC DOWNTURN AND SOCIETAL CHANGE.

THe GrReAT DePRrESSION AND W W/ II

THE GREAT DePRESSION IN THE 19 30S SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY. THE DRAKE HOTEL STRUGGLED
TO MAINTAIN ITS OPULENCE DURING THIS TUMULTUOUS PERIOD. HOWEVER, IT ADAPTED BY OFFERING MORE AFFORDABLE RATES
AND PACKAGES TO ATTRACT A BROADER CLIENTELE.

DURING W ORLD W AR ||, THE HOTEL WAS USED TO HOUSE MILITARY PERSONNEL AND OFFERED SIGNIFICANT DISCOUNTS TO
SERVICE MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES.

ReNOVATIONS AND REVIVALS

- 1960s RenoVATIONS: IN THE 1960S, THE HOTEL UNDERWENT MAJOR RENOVATIONS TO MODERNIZE ITS FACILITIES WHILE
PRESERVING ITS HISTORIC CHARM.
- 1990s UPDATE: ANOTHER EXTENSIVE RENOVATION TOOK PLACE IN THE 1990S, ENHANCING GUEST ROOMS AND PUBLIC



SPACES TO MEET CONTEMPORARY STANDARDS.

THESE RENOVATIONS HELPED THE DRAKE HOTEL MAINTAIN ITS STATUS AS A PREMIER DESTINATION IN CHICAGO.

THe DrRAKE HOTEL ToDpAY

IN RECENT DECADES, THE DRAKE HOTEL HAS CONTINUED TO THRIVE, ADAPTING TO THE NEEDS OF MODERN TRAVELERS WHILE
HONORING ITS RICH HISTORY.

MoDERN AMENITIES

- LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS: THE HOTEL NOW OFFERS A VARIETY OF ROOM TYPES, INCLUDING LUXURIOUS SUITES WITH
BREATHTAKING VIEWS OF LAKE MICHIGAN.

- EVENT SPACES: THE DRAKE HAS BECOME A POPULAR VENUE FOR WEDDINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS, AND SOCIAL GATHERINGS,
BOASTING oVER 30,000 SQUARE FEET OF EVENT SPACE.

- DINING EXPERIENCES: THE HOTEL CONTINUES TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONAL DINING EXPERIENCES, WITH THE CAPE Cob ROOM AND
OTHER ON-SITE DINING OPTIONS.

THE DRAKE HOTEL REMAINS A BELOVED INSTITUTION IN CHICAGO, WHERE HISTORY AND MODERN LUXURY SEAMLESSLY COEXIST.

THe LEGACY oF THE DRAKE HOTEL

THE HISTORY OF THE DRAKE HOTEL CHICAGO IS MORE THAN JUST A TALE OF BRICK AND MORTAR; IT IS A NARRATIVE WOVEN
INTO THE VERY FABRIC OF CHICAGO’S IDENTITY. THE HOTEL STANDS AS A SYMBOL OF ELEGANCE, RESILIENCE, AND THE ENDURING
SPIRIT OF A CITY THAT HAS WEATHERED MANY STORMS.

PRESERVING THE HERITAGE

PRESERVING THE LEGACY OF THE DRAKE HOTEL IS CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN CHICAGO’S HISTORY. THE
HOTEL CONTINUES TO HONOR ITS PAST BY:

- HosTING HisTorICAL ToOURS: OFFERING GUIDED TOURS THAT HIGHLIGHT THE HOTEL'S RICH HISTORY AND NOTABLE EVENTS.
- MAINTAINING ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY: UPHOLDING THE ORIGINAL DESIGN ELEMENTS WHILE INCORPORATING MODERN
FEATURES.

As THE DRAKE HOTEL MOVES FORWARD, IT REMAINS COMMITTED TO PROVIDING UNPARALLELED SERVICE AND LUXURY WHILE
PRESERVING THE LEGACY THAT HAS MADE IT A CHERISHED LANDMARK FOR OVER A CENTURY.

CONCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF THE DRAKE HOTEL CHICAGO IS A REMARKABLE JOURNEY THAT REFLECTS THE GRANDEUR AND EVOLUTION OF ONE
OF THE COUNTRY’S MOST PRESTIGIOUS HOTELS. FROM ITS OPULENT BEGINNINGS TO ITS MODERN-DAY OFFERINGS, THE DRAKE
HOTEL HAS CONSISTENTLY REPRESENTED THE PINNACLE OF HOSPITALITY AND ELEGANCE. AS IT CONTINUES TO WELCOME GUESTS
FROM AROUND THE WORLD, THE DRAKE REMAINS A TIMELESS SYMBOL OF CHICAGO’S RICH HERITAGE AND VIBRANT CULTURE.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHEN WAS THE DRAKE HOTEL IN CHICAGO OPENED?

THe DrAKE HOTEL opeNED oN New YEAR'S Eve, Decemeer 31, 1920.

\W/HO WAS THE ARCHITECT BEHIND THE DESIGN OF THE DRAKE HOTEL?

THE DRAKE HOTEL WAS DESIGNED BY THE ARCHITECTURAL FIRM OF MARSHALL AND FOX.

W/HAT IS THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DRAKE HOTEL?

THE DRAKE HOTEL HAS HOSTED NUMEROUS DIGNITARIES, CELEBRITIES, AND EVENTS, MAKING IT A SIGNIFICANT LANDMARK IN
CHICAGO'S HISTORY.

\W/HAT STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE IS THE DRAKE HOTEL KNOWN FOR?

THE DRAKE HOTEL IS KNOWN FOR ITS |TALIAN RENAISSANCE REVIVAL ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.

\¥/HICH FAMOUS EVENT TOOK PLACE AT THE DRAKE HOTEL IN 194 1?

THe DRAKE HOTEL HOSTED THE FIRST-EVER MISS AMERICA PAGEANT IN 194 1.

\W/HAT IS THE NAME OF THE FAMOUS BAR LOCATED IN THE DRAKE HOTEL?

THE FAMOUS BAR LOCATED IN THE DRAKE HOTEL IS cALLED THE CoQ D’Or.

HAs THE DRAKE HOTEL BEEN FEATURED IN ANY FILMS OR TELEVISION SHOWS?

YEs, THE DRAKE HOTEL HAS BEEN FEATURED IN SEVERAL FILMS AND TELEVISION SHOWS, INCLUDING ‘THE FUGITIVE" AND "THE
UNTOUCHABLES'.

\WHAT RENOVATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE TO THE DRAKE HOTEL OVER THE YEARS?

THE DRAKE HOTEL HAS UNDERGONE SEVERAL RENOVATIONS TO MODERNIZE ITS FACILITIES WHILE PRESERVING ITS HISTORIC
CHARM.

\YW/HAT NOTABLE GUESTS HAVE STAYED AT THE DRAKE HOTEL THROUGHOUT ITS
HISTORY?

NOTABLE GUESTS AT THE DRAKE HOTEL HAVE INCLUDED ROYALTY, SUCH AS PRINCE CHARLES AND CELEBRITIES LIKE FRANK
SINATRA.

Is THE DRAKE HOTEL CONSIDERED HAUNTED?

YES, THE DRAKE HOTEL IS RUMORED TO BE HAUNTED, WITH GHOST STORIES AND TALES OF PARANORMAL ACTIVITY REPORTED
BY GUESTS AND STAFF.
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