History Of Usc Quarterbacks

The history of USC quarterbacks is a rich and storied narrative that reflects
the evolution of college football and the impact the University of Southern
California (USC) has had on the sport. The Trojans have produced a remarkable
lineage of quarterbacks who have not only excelled at the collegiate level
but also made significant contributions in the NFL. This article delves into
the history of USC quarterbacks, highlighting key players, their
achievements, and the legacy they left behind.

Early Years of USC Football

USC football began in 1888, but it wasn't until the early 20th century that
the quarterback position started to take shape. The role of the quarterback
evolved from being primarily a defender who occasionally threw the ball to a
more central figure in the offense.

The 1920s and 1930s: Pioneering Quarterbacks

During the 1920s and 1930s, USC established itself as a competitive program.
Notable quarterbacks from this era include:

- Leroy "Shorty" Bowers (1922-1924): One of the first star quarterbacks at
USC, Bowers led the Trojans to their first Rose Bowl appearance in 1923.

- Frank A. "Buck" Jones (1931-1933): Known for his leadership and toughness,
Jones was a pivotal player in USC'’s early successes.



These quarterbacks laid the groundwork for the future of the position at USC,
showcasing an ability to lead and inspire their teams.

The Golden Age of USC Quarterbacks

The 1960s and 1970s marked a golden age for USC football, with the program
dominating college football and producing numerous legendary quarterbacks.

Key Players of the Era

1. Mike Garrett (1963-1965): A multi-talented athlete, Garrett transitioned
from running back to quarterback and helped the Trojans win a national
championship in 1962.

2. Craig Fertig (1966-1968): Fertig was known for his strong arm and
strategic gameplay, leading USC to significant victories, including a Rose
Bowl win in 1967.

3. Jimmy Jones (1969-1971): Under Jones, the Trojans solidified their
reputation as a powerhouse, earning a national championship in 1972.

4. Pat Haden (1972-1974): Haden's leadership on and off the field earned him
accolades, including a Rose Bowl MVP award in 1975.

5. Robbie D. (1975-1976): Known for his intelligence and quick decision-
making, Robbie led USC to a national championship and was recognized for his
contributions.

The combination of talent, coaching, and a strong football culture propelled

USC to the forefront of college football, greatly influencing the quarterback
position.

The 1980s and 1990s: A New Generation

The 1980s and 1990s continued the tradition of excellence at USC, introducing
a new wave of quarterbacks who would leave an indelible mark on the program.

Notable Quarterbacks

- Paul McDonald (1979-1982): McDonald was known for his accuracy and ability
to read defenses, leading the Trojans to a Rose Bowl victory in 1982.

- Todd Marinovich (1989-1990): A highly touted prospect, Marinovich had a



brief but memorable career at USC, showcasing his strong arm and athleticism.

- Carson Palmer (2000-2002): Palmer's tenure at USC is marked by his
remarkable passing skills and football IQ. He won the Heisman Trophy in 2002
and led the Trojans to a national championship.

These quarterbacks exemplified the evolution of the position, emphasizing not
only physical skills but also mental acuity and leadership.

The 2000s: Dominance and Decline

The early 2000s were a period of dominance for USC football, with the team
consistently ranked among the top in the nation.

Key Contributors

1. Matt Leinart (2003-2005): Leinart became a household name, winning the
Heisman Trophy in 2004 and leading the Trojans to two national championships.
His poise in crucial moments and connection with receivers set a new standard
for USC quarterbacks.

2. John David Booty (2006-2008): Booty took over after Leinart, continuing
the tradition of strong quarterback play. He led USC to a Rose Bowl
appearance in 2007.

3. Mark Sanchez (2005-2008): Sanchez was known for his strong arm and
mobility, leading the Trojans to a national championship game in 2009 and
later becoming a first-round NFL draft pick.

The success of these quarterbacks not only solidified USC's reputation but
also contributed to the NFL's increasing interest in college quarterbacks.

Recent Years and the Future

As the 2010s progressed, USC faced challenges, including coaching changes and
on-field performance issues. However, the quarterback position remained
crucial to the team's identity.

Emerging Talents

- Cody Kessler (2012-2015): Kessler set numerous passing records during his
time at USC and was known for his accuracy and decision-making.



- Sam Darnold (2016-2017): Darnold's dynamic play and leadership helped
revitalize USC, leading to a Rose Bowl victory in 2017. He was the third
overall pick in the 2018 NFL Draft, further demonstrating USC's continued
relevance in producing top-tier quarterbacks.

- Kedon Slovis (2019-2021): Slovis showcased exceptional talent during his
tenure, earning accolades and breaking several school records.

The Legacy of USC Quarterbacks

The history of USC quarterbacks is not just about individual accomplishments
but also about the impact these players have had on the program and the sport
as a whole. USC quarterbacks have consistently been at the forefront of
college football, shaping the way the position is played.

Impact on the NFL

USC has produced numerous quarterbacks who have gone on to have successful
NFL careers, influencing the game at the professional level. Notable figures
include:

- Carson Palmer: A two-time Pro Bowler and NFL MVP candidate.

- Matt Leinart: Although his NFL career was less impactful, he remains a
celebrated figure at USC.

- Sam Darnold: Continues to develop as a young quarterback in the NFL.

Conclusion

The history of USC quarterbacks is a testament to the university's commitment
to excellence in football. From the early pioneers to the modern-day stars,
USC has consistently produced talented quarterbacks who have made significant
contributions both on and off the field. As the program continues to evolve,
the legacy of these quarterbacks will undoubtedly inspire future generations
of athletes, ensuring that USC remains a prominent name in the annals of
college football history. Through their achievements, these players have
solidified USC's reputation as a breeding ground for exceptional talent,
shaping the future of the quarterback position for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was the first notable quarterback in USC
history?

The first notable quarterback in USC history is considered to be Johnny
McKay, who played in the late 1940s and later became the head coach.

Which USC quarterback won the Heisman Trophy in
19627

The USC quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy in 1962 is Marcus Allen,
although he was primarily a running back; the QB at that time was Craig
Fertig.

What impact did Carson Palmer have on USC football?

Carson Palmer revitalized USC football during his tenure from 1999 to 2002,
winning the Heisman Trophy in 2002 and leading the Trojans to a national
championship.

Who is the all-time leader in passing yards among
USC quarterbacks?

The all-time leader in passing yards among USC quarterbacks is Matt Leinart,
who threw for 10,693 yards from 2003 to 2005.

How many Heisman Trophy winners has USC produced at
the quarterback position?

USC has produced seven Heisman Trophy winners at the quarterback position,
including notable players like Matt Leinart, Carson Palmer, and 0.J. Simpson.

What was the significance of the 2005 Rose Bowl for
USC quarterbacks?

The 2005 Rose Bowl was significant for USC quarterbacks as it featured Matt
Leinart leading the Trojans to a victory over Texas, capping off a historic
season.

Who was the starting quarterback for USC during
their dominant 2003 season?

The starting quarterback for USC during their dominant 2003 season was Matt
Leinart, who helped lead the team to a national championship.

What role did the quarterback position play in USC's
offensive strategies?

The quarterback position at USC has historically been pivotal, often serving
as the leader of a dynamic offense that emphasizes both passing and running



plays.
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