
Higher Order Thinking Questions For
Preschool

Higher order thinking questions for preschool are essential tools in early childhood
education, designed to stimulate critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills in
young learners. As educators and caregivers, fostering an environment that encourages
exploration and inquiry is crucial for children's cognitive development. This article will delve
into the significance of higher-order thinking in preschool settings, effective strategies for
implementing such questions, and a wide array of examples that can be used to engage
young minds.

Understanding Higher Order Thinking

Higher order thinking (HOT) refers to the process of thinking that goes beyond basic
memorization and recall of facts. It involves analyzing, evaluating, and creating based on
the information presented. This type of thinking is critical for developing cognitive skills
that children will need throughout their lives. In preschool, it's essential to introduce
children to these concepts in a developmentally appropriate manner.

The Importance of Higher Order Thinking in Preschool

1. Enhances Cognitive Development: Engaging children in higher order thinking activities
encourages them to think critically and creatively, helping to develop their cognitive
abilities.



2. Promotes Engagement: HOT questions often require children to think deeply, fostering a
sense of curiosity and engagement in learning activities.
3. Builds Problem-Solving Skills: Encouraging children to analyze situations and come up
with solutions helps them develop essential problem-solving skills.
4. Encourages Communication: HOT questions often require children to articulate their
thoughts and reasoning, enhancing their language and communication skills.
5. Fosters Independence: When children are encouraged to think critically, they become
more confident and independent learners.

Implementing Higher Order Thinking Questions

To effectively incorporate higher order thinking questions in a preschool setting, educators
should consider the following strategies:

Creating a Supportive Learning Environment

- Encourage Exploration: Provide materials and activities that encourage children to explore
and discover. This could include sensory bins, building blocks, art supplies, and nature
exploration.
- Model Thinking Aloud: Demonstrate your thinking process while solving problems or
answering questions. This helps children understand how to approach complex questions.
- Be Patient: Allow children time to think and respond. Higher order thinking often requires
more time than simple recall questions.

Types of Higher Order Thinking Questions

To engage preschoolers, questions should be open-ended and encourage discussion. Here
are some types of questions to consider:

1. Analytical Questions: These questions ask children to analyze and break down
information.
- “What do you think will happen if we mix these two colors?”
- “How are these two animals similar and different?”

2. Evaluative Questions: These questions prompt children to make judgments or assess a
situation.
- “Which toy do you think is the most fun? Why?”
- “What is your favorite story, and what makes it special?”

3. Creative Questions: These questions encourage children to think outside the box and
express their creativity.
- “If you could create a new animal, what would it look like?”
- “What would you do if you could fly for a day?”

4. Reflective Questions: These questions help children think about their experiences and



feelings.
- “How did you feel when you finished your painting?”
- “What was the best part of your day today?”

Examples of Higher Order Thinking Questions

To further illustrate how to implement higher order thinking questions, here are some
specific examples categorized by activity type:

During Storytime:
- “What do you think the character felt when that happened? Can you explain why?”
- “If you could change the ending of this story, what would you change and why?”

In Art Activities:
- “Can you tell me about the colors you chose for your picture? Why did you pick those
colors?”
- “What story does your drawing tell?”

In Science Exploration:
- “What do you think will happen to the plant if we don’t water it?”
- “How can we find out which object is heavier? What should we do?”

In Playtime:
- “What would happen if we built a tower that was really tall? How can we make it stay up?”
- “If you could be any character in your game, who would you be and why?”

Assessing Higher Order Thinking Skills

Evaluating whether children are engaging in higher order thinking can be challenging, but
there are several strategies educators can use:

Observation

- Watch for Engagement: Are children actively participating in discussions? Are they asking
questions?
- Listen to Responses: Pay attention to the depth of children's answers. Are they providing
explanations and reasoning?

Documentation

- Keep Records: Maintain anecdotal records of children's answers to HOT questions. This
can help track their progress over time.
- Use Portfolios: Include examples of children’s work and their responses to HOT questions



in a portfolio to showcase their thinking development.

Feedback

- Provide Constructive Feedback: Offer positive reinforcement and encouragement when
children engage in higher order thinking. Highlight their thought processes and reasoning.

Challenges in Implementing Higher Order
Thinking Questions

While the benefits of higher order thinking questions are clear, there are challenges
educators may face:

Developmental Appropriateness

- Not all preschoolers may be ready for complex questions. It's essential to tailor questions
to the developmental levels of children in your classroom.

Time Constraints

- Engaging children in deeper discussions may take more time than traditional teaching
methods. Educators must find a balance between covering curriculum and fostering
thinking skills.

Creating a Safe Environment

- Children must feel safe to express their thoughts and make mistakes. Building a trusting
classroom community is crucial for effective HOT implementation.

Conclusion

Incorporating higher order thinking questions for preschool is a vital aspect of early
childhood education that can significantly impact children's cognitive development. By
fostering an environment that encourages exploration, creativity, and critical thinking,
educators can lay a strong foundation for lifelong learning. Utilizing a variety of strategies
and being mindful of the challenges involved, teachers can effectively engage preschoolers
in meaningful discussions that promote higher order thinking skills. Ultimately, the goal is
to empower children to think deeply, communicate effectively, and approach challenges



with confidence and creativity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are higher order thinking questions and why are
they important for preschoolers?
Higher order thinking questions encourage preschoolers to analyze, evaluate, and create
rather than just remember information. They promote critical thinking skills and deeper
understanding, which are essential for lifelong learning.

Can you provide examples of higher order thinking
questions suitable for preschoolers?
Examples include: 'What do you think will happen if we mix these colors?', 'How would you
solve this problem?', or 'Can you tell me why you chose that toy over the others?'

How can teachers effectively incorporate higher order
thinking questions into daily activities?
Teachers can ask open-ended questions during playtime, encourage children to explain
their reasoning, and create scenarios that require problem-solving, like building a structure
with blocks.

What role does play-based learning have in fostering
higher order thinking in preschoolers?
Play-based learning allows children to explore, experiment, and engage in imaginative
scenarios, which naturally leads to higher order thinking as they encounter challenges and
make decisions.

How do higher order thinking questions support social
skills in preschoolers?
These questions often require children to work together, share ideas, and negotiate
solutions, which enhances their communication skills and helps them learn to collaborate
with peers.

What are some strategies for parents to use higher
order thinking questions at home?
Parents can encourage discussions during storytime by asking 'What would you do if you
were the character?' or during meals by discussing 'What do you think makes this food
healthy?'



How can higher order thinking questions be assessed in
preschool settings?
Assessment can be done through observation of children's responses, their ability to
articulate thoughts, and their engagement in discussions or activities, rather than through
traditional testing methods.
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