
Hip Hop In The 70s

Hip hop in the 70s marked the genesis of a cultural phenomenon that would go on to dominate the
global music landscape. Emerging from the streets of New York City, hip hop was not just a genre of
music; it was a lifestyle, a form of artistic expression, and a voice for the marginalized. The 1970s laid
the groundwork for what would become one of the most influential movements in contemporary
culture, encompassing music, dance, art, and fashion. This article delves into the key elements of hip
hop in the 1970s, exploring its origins, key figures, and lasting impact on society.

Origins of Hip Hop

Hip hop can trace its roots back to the socio-economic conditions of the 1970s, particularly in the
Bronx, New York City. The decade was characterized by urban decline, economic hardship, and a
burgeoning youth culture that sought to express itself through creativity and rebellion.

The Bronx: A Cultural Melting Pot

The Bronx was a hotbed of cultural exchange in the 1970s, fueled by an influx of immigrants from
diverse backgrounds. This melting pot provided fertile ground for the birth of hip hop. Key factors
contributing to its emergence included:

- Displacement and Poverty: Many African Americans and Puerto Ricans faced poverty, leading them
to seek new forms of expression.
- Community Gatherings: Block parties became popular, serving as venues for DJs and MCs to
showcase their talents.
- Convergence of Styles: The influence of funk, soul, disco, and reggae created a rich tapestry from
which hip hop could draw.



The Key Elements of Hip Hop

Hip hop is often described through four main elements—DJing, MCing, breakdancing, and graffiti art.
Each of these components played a pivotal role in shaping the culture.

DJing

DJing was the backbone of early hip hop. DJs like Kool Herc, Grandmaster Flash, and Afrika
Bambaataa were instrumental in developing the sound of hip hop.

- Kool Herc: Credited with introducing the breakbeat technique, Herc would isolate the instrumental
breaks of songs, allowing dancers to showcase their moves.
- Grandmaster Flash: Known for his innovative techniques such as cutting, mixing, and scratching,
Flash elevated DJing into an art form.
- Afrika Bambaataa: A key figure in the hip hop community, Bambaataa emphasized the importance
of peace, love, and unity, forming the Universal Hip Hop Culture.

MCing

MCing, or rapping, was initially a way for DJs to engage the audience. Over time, it evolved into a
powerful form of lyrical expression.

- Rhyme and Rhythm: Early MCs would use simple rhymes and rhythms to hype up the crowd.
- Storytelling: As the art form progressed, MCs began to tell stories about their lives and the struggles
of their communities.
- Notable MCs: Artists like The Sugarhill Gang, whose song "Rapper's Delight" became the first hip hop
hit to gain widespread popularity, helped pave the way for future generations.

Breakdancing

Breakdancing, or b-boying, was a dance style that emerged in tandem with the music. It became an
essential aspect of hip hop culture.

- Street Dance: Breakdancing was often performed in circles on the streets, symbolizing community
and competition.
- Physical Expression: Dancers showcased their skills through acrobatic moves, spins, and freezes,
creating a visual counterpart to the music.
- Influential Crews: Groups like the Rock Steady Crew and the New York City Breakers gained
notoriety for their talent and creativity.

Graffiti Art



Graffiti emerged as a visual representation of hip hop culture, serving as both art and social
commentary.

- Tags and Pieces: Graffiti artists would create tags (stylized signatures) and larger mural-like pieces,
often conveying messages of resistance and identity.
- Street Credibility: The act of tagging public spaces became a form of gaining respect within the
community.
- Notable Artists: Artists like Keith Haring and Jean-Michel Basquiat began their careers in the graffiti
scene, blending street art with contemporary art.

Key Events and Milestones

The 1970s were filled with pivotal events that shaped the trajectory of hip hop.

The Birth of Hip Hop Parties

The first documented hip hop party took place on August 11, 1973, organized by DJ Kool Herc at 1520
Sedgwick Avenue in the Bronx. This event is often cited as the official beginning of hip hop culture.

- Community Engagement: The party attracted a diverse crowd and included DJing, MCing, and
dancing.
- Cultural Exchange: It marked the beginning of a new cultural movement that would spread beyond
the Bronx.

Formation of Hip Hop Groups

As hip hop gained popularity, several key groups emerged:

- The Sugarhill Gang: Their 1979 hit "Rapper's Delight" introduced hip hop to mainstream audiences.
- Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five: This group is often credited with blending social
commentary into their music through tracks like "The Message," which highlighted urban struggles.

Media Recognition

The late 1970s saw the first significant media coverage of hip hop culture:

- Television Appearances: Shows like "Soul Train" began featuring hip hop artists, bringing the culture
into living rooms across America.
- Documentaries: Early documentaries showcased hip hop's evolution, attracting a wider audience
and establishing it as a legitimate cultural movement.



The Impact of Hip Hop in the 70s

The influence of hip hop in the 1970s extended well beyond music. It became a vehicle for social
change and cultural identity.

Social Commentary

Hip hop provided a platform for marginalized voices:

- Addressing Inequality: Artists began to address issues such as poverty, racism, and police brutality
through their lyrics.
- Empowerment: Hip hop empowered youth, offering them a means to express their frustrations and
aspirations.

Cultural Identity

Hip hop served as a source of pride for many:

- Affirmation of Identity: It allowed African American and Latino communities to celebrate their
cultures and histories.
- Global Movement: As hip hop spread, it began to influence cultures worldwide, adapting to local
contexts and issues.

Conclusion

Hip hop in the 1970s was not merely a musical genre; it was a revolutionary movement that
transformed the landscape of American culture. The decade laid the foundation for a global
phenomenon that continues to evolve and resonate with audiences today. Through its various
elements—DJing, MCing, breakdancing, and graffiti art—hip hop became a multifaceted expression of
identity, resistance, and creativity. As it moved into the 1980s and beyond, the seeds planted in the
1970s would bear fruit in ways that were unimaginable at the time, establishing hip hop as a
dominant force in music and culture for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the origins of hip hop in the 1970s?
Hip hop originated in the 1970s in the Bronx, New York City, as a cultural movement that combined
music, dance, art, and fashion, with key elements including rapping, DJing, breakdancing, and graffiti.



Who were the pioneering artists of hip hop in the 1970s?
Pioneering artists included DJ Kool Herc, Afrika Bambaataa, and Grandmaster Flash, who played
crucial roles in developing hip hop music and culture.

What role did block parties play in the emergence of hip hop?
Block parties were essential to the emergence of hip hop as they provided a platform for DJs to
showcase their skills, allowing the community to come together and experience new music and dance
styles.

How did the use of turntables evolve during the 1970s?
During the 1970s, DJs began using turntables not just to play records but to mix and manipulate
sounds, introducing techniques like breakbeat looping and scratching, which became foundational to
hip hop music.

What was the significance of 'Rapper's Delight' in hip hop
history?
'Rapper's Delight,' released in 1979 by The Sugarhill Gang, is significant as it was one of the first hip
hop songs to gain mainstream success, bringing hip hop music into the commercial music industry.

How did hip hop fashion develop in the 1970s?
Hip hop fashion in the 1970s was characterized by bold styles, including oversized clothing, athletic
wear, and unique accessories, influenced by street culture and the personalities of hip hop artists.

What cultural impact did hip hop have on society in the
1970s?
Hip hop had a profound cultural impact in the 1970s, providing a voice for marginalized communities,
influencing social and political movements, and shaping youth culture through music, dance, and
fashion.
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