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Henry Drummond: The Greatest Thing in the World

Henry Drummond’s essay, The Greatest Thing in the World, is a profound exploration of love and its
central role in human existence. Written in the late 19th century, Drummond’s work draws upon
Christian teachings, particularly the New Testament, to articulate love as the ultimate virtue that
transcends all others. Through his eloquent prose and insightful reflections, Drummond invites



readers to contemplate the transformative power of love in their lives and the world around them.

Background of Henry Drummond

Who Was Henry Drummond?

Henry Drummond (1851-1897) was a Scottish evangelist, biologist, and writer. He was a prominent
figure in the late Victorian period, known for his efforts to reconcile science and religion. Drummond
was educated at the University of Edinburgh and later became a member of the Free Church of
Scotland. His works often addressed the intersection of faith and reason, and he sought to illuminate
the spiritual dimensions of human experience.

Literary Contributions

Drummond authored several notable works during his lifetime, including:

1. Natural Law in the Spiritual World (1883): This book explores the relationship between scientific
principles and spiritual truths.

2. The Ascent of Man (1894): Drummond discusses evolution and its implications for human spiritual
development.

3. The Greatest Thing in the World (1890): A collection of lectures focusing on love as the greatest of
all virtues.

His writings have continued to resonate with readers, offering timeless insights into the nature of love
and the human condition.

Understanding "The Greatest Thing in the World"

Overview of the Essay

In The Greatest Thing in the World, Drummond emphasizes the primacy of love, drawing heavily from
the biblical text of 1 Corinthians 13, which famously declares that love is the greatest of all virtues.
The essay is structured around the idea that love is not merely an emotion but a powerful force that
can elevate the human experience. Drummond argues that love should be the guiding principle in all
aspects of life, influencing our actions, relationships, and even our understanding of God.

The Central Thesis

Drummond’s central thesis can be summarized as follows:



- Love is the greatest of all virtues.
- It surpasses faith and hope, which are often regarded as foundational in Christian theology.
- Love is active and must be expressed through actions, not just feelings.

This thesis serves as a foundation for Drummond’s exploration of love, which he presents as the
ultimate answer to life’s challenges and the key to personal and societal transformation.

The Nature of Love

Defining Love

Drummond offers a multifaceted definition of love, which includes:

1. Selflessness: Genuine love requires putting others before oneself.

2. Sacrifice: Love often involves making sacrifices for the well-being of others.

3. Forgiveness: Love embodies the act of forgiving and letting go of grievances.
4. Compassion: Love is empathetic and seeks to alleviate the suffering of others.

Through these definitions, Drummond illustrates that love is not merely a passive sentiment but an
active commitment to the welfare of others.

Love in Action

Drummond emphasizes that love must manifest in tangible actions. He identifies various ways in
which love can be expressed, including:

- Acts of Kindness: Small gestures that demonstrate care and concern for others.
- Service: Volunteering time and resources to help those in need.

- Listening: Being present and attentive to the needs and feelings of others.

- Support: Providing emotional and practical support to friends and family.

By highlighting these actions, Drummond encourages readers to embody love in their daily lives,
reinforcing the idea that love is a verb rather than a noun.

The Transformative Power of Love

Love as a Catalyst for Change

Drummond argues that love has the potential to transform both individuals and societies. He posits
that when love is at the center of human interactions, it can lead to:



1. Improved Relationships: Love fosters understanding, trust, and compassion among individuals.

2. Community Building: Love creates bonds that unite people, leading to stronger communities.

3. Conflict Resolution: Love encourages forgiveness and reconciliation, reducing hostility and division.
4. Personal Growth: Love challenges individuals to grow beyond themselves, fostering self-
improvement and emotional maturity.

Through these transformations, Drummond illustrates how love can contribute to a more harmonious
and fulfilling world.

The Spiritual Dimension of Love

For Drummond, love is deeply intertwined with spirituality. He asserts that true love is a reflection of
divine love, which is unconditional and all-encompassing. Key points include:

- Divine Love as a Model: Drummond suggests that human love should strive to mirror the perfect
love of God.

- Love and Faith: Love is the ultimate expression of faith, showcasing a believer's commitment to God
and to others.

- Love as a Spiritual Practice: Engaging in acts of love can deepen one's spiritual life and
understanding of God.

Drummond’s perspective challenges readers to view love not only as an emotion but also as a
spiritual discipline that requires intentional practice and commitment.

Practical Applications of Love

Implementing Love in Everyday Life

Drummond provides practical guidance for readers seeking to cultivate love in their lives. His
recommendations include:

1. Mindfulness: Being aware of opportunities to express love in everyday interactions.

2. Gratitude: Practicing gratitude helps individuals appreciate the love they receive and encourages
them to give love freely.

3. Community Engagement: Involvement in community service and outreach programs can channel
love into meaningful actions.

4. Self-Care: Loving oneself is essential for being able to love others; this includes maintaining
physical, emotional, and mental well-being.

By following these guidelines, individuals can actively participate in the promotion of love, creating a
ripple effect in their communities.



Challenges to Love

Drummond acknowledges that there are obstacles to expressing love, such as:

- Fear: Fear of rejection or vulnerability can hinder expressions of love.
- Judgment: Prejudice and judgment can create barriers to genuine connection.
- Selfishness: A focus on self-interest can stifle the willingness to love others.

He encourages readers to confront these challenges head-on, recognizing that overcoming them is
essential for realizing the power of love.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Drummond’s
Message

In The Greatest Thing in the World, Henry Drummond articulates a timeless message that continues
to resonate today: love is the foundation of a meaningful life. His exploration of love as an active,
transformative force invites readers to reflect on their own lives and consider how they can embody
love in their actions and relationships. By embracing the principles outlined in Drummond’s essay,
individuals can contribute to a more compassionate and interconnected world, reaffirming that
indeed, love is the greatest thing in the world.

Through his profound insights, Drummond remains a guiding voice, urging us to cultivate love as the
guiding principle in our lives, thereby enriching our human experience and fostering a more just and
loving society.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Henry Drummond?

Henry Drummond was a Scottish preacher, lecturer, and naturalist known for his writings on religion
and science in the late 19th century.

What is 'The Greatest Thing in the World' about?

‘The Greatest Thing in the World' is an essay by Henry Drummond that emphasizes the importance of
love as the highest virtue and the essence of Christianity.

Why is love considered the greatest thing in Drummond's
work?

In Drummond's view, love is the foundation of all human relationships and the key to understanding
and embodying the teachings of Jesus Christ.



How did 'The Greatest Thing in the World' impact Christian
thought?

The essay has influenced Christian thought by reinforcing the idea that love should be the core
principle guiding believers in their faith and actions.

What are the main themes discussed in ‘The Greatest Thing in
the World'?

The main themes include the supremacy of love, the relationship between love and faith, and the
practical application of love in daily life.

Is 'The Greatest Thing in the World' still relevant today?

Yes, the themes of love and compassion in Drummond's work remain highly relevant in contemporary
discussions about morality, ethics, and interpersonal relationships.

What style of writing does Henry Drummond use in 'The
Greatest Thing in the World'?

Drummond employs a reflective and passionate style, combining personal anecdotes, biblical
references, and philosophical insights to engage readers.

Where can | find 'The Greatest Thing in the World' today?

‘The Greatest Thing in the World' is available in various formats including print, eBook, and
audiobook, and can be found in libraries, bookstores, and online platforms.
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