
History Of Cheesman Park

Cheesman Park is not just a beautiful green space in Denver, Colorado; it is a historical landmark
that carries a rich tapestry of stories, events, and transformations. Located in the heart of the city,
this park has evolved from its origins as a cemetery to a vibrant community hub, reflecting the
changing values and dynamics of the area. In this article, we will explore the history of Cheesman
Park, its significance in Denver’s cultural landscape, and the events that have shaped its identity.

Origins of Cheesman Park

Cheesman Park was initially established in the mid-19th century, serving as a burial ground. Here’s a
brief overview of its early history:

1858: The area where Cheesman Park is located was first designated as a cemetery, known as
the Denver City Cemetery.

1872: The cemetery was expanded and renamed the Cheesman Cemetery after Walter
Cheesman, a prominent local businessman who donated land for the cemetery.

1890: The cemetery became a final resting place for many of Denver’s early pioneers and
notable figures.

The Cheesman Cemetery was characterized by its picturesque landscape, with rolling hills, mature
trees, and an array of grave markers that reflected the diverse population of Denver during that
period. However, as the city grew, the need for a public park became increasingly apparent.



Transformation into a Public Park

By the late 19th century, attitudes toward urban spaces were shifting, and the city began to envision
a park on the cemetery grounds. The transformation of Cheesman Cemetery into Cheesman Park
involved several significant steps:

Removal of Remains

The transition from cemetery to park was not a straightforward process. It involved:

1880s: Plans to convert the cemetery into a park were proposed, but they faced considerable1.
opposition from the community, particularly from the families of those buried there.

1890: The city ultimately decided to move the remains of those buried in the cemetery. This2.
task was handled by the city and private contractors, and it was met with mixed feelings from
the public.

1900: By this time, the remains of approximately 5,000 individuals were relocated to other3.
cemeteries, such as Fairmount Cemetery.

Design and Development

Once the cemetery had been cleared, the city could focus on designing and developing Cheesman
Park. Key milestones included:

1907: The park was officially dedicated to the public, and its design was overseen by the noted
landscape architect, Frederick Law Olmsted Jr.

1910: The park’s landscaping featured a formal layout with paths, gardens, and a large central
lawn, making it a popular spot for recreation and relaxation.

1930s: Additional improvements were made, including the construction of the Cheesman Park
Pavilion, which added to the park's charm and functionality.

Cultural Significance

Cheesman Park has become an integral part of Denver's cultural and social fabric. Its significance can
be observed in various ways:



Recreational Opportunities

Over the years, Cheesman Park has served as a venue for numerous recreational activities:

Sports and Fitness: The park is a favored destination for joggers, walkers, and sports
enthusiasts who enjoy its open spaces and well-maintained paths.

Community Events: Cheesman Park hosts a variety of events, including outdoor concerts,
movie nights, and cultural festivals that bring the community together.

Picnics and Gatherings: Families and friends often flock to the park for picnics, gatherings,
and leisurely afternoons amidst nature.

Historical Landmarks

In addition to its recreational offerings, Cheesman Park is home to several historical landmarks that
reflect its past:

The Pavilion: Originally built in the 1930s, this structure has been a focal point of the park and
serves as a venue for community events.

Statues and Monuments: The park features various statues and monuments that
commemorate historical figures and events, offering visitors a glimpse into Denver's rich
history.

Architectural Features: The park's design includes beautiful gardens, fountains, and
pathways that showcase the artistry of early 20th-century landscape architecture.

Modern Developments and Challenges

As Cheesman Park has continued to evolve, it has faced a series of challenges and developments that
reflect broader societal changes.

Preservation Efforts

In recent decades, there has been an increasing focus on preserving the park's historical integrity
while accommodating modern needs:



Restoration Projects: Various initiatives have aimed to restore and maintain the park's
historical features, ensuring that it remains a beautiful and functional space for future
generations.

Community Involvement: Local organizations and residents have played a crucial role in
advocating for the park’s preservation, organizing clean-up events, and promoting awareness of
its history.

Urban Development: As Denver continues to grow, the park faces pressures from urban
development, prompting discussions about balancing growth with green space conservation.

Environmental Considerations

With the increasing focus on sustainability and environmental awareness, Cheesman Park is also
adapting to contemporary ecological practices:

Native Plantings: Efforts have been made to incorporate native plants into the park's
landscaping, promoting biodiversity and reducing water consumption.

Stormwater Management: The park has implemented strategies for managing stormwater
runoff, helping to mitigate flooding and enhance the local ecosystem.

Community Education: Educational programs and workshops are being offered to inform
visitors about the importance of environmental stewardship.

Conclusion

Cheesman Park stands as a testament to Denver's historical evolution, reflecting the changing values
of its community and the balance between urban development and green space. From its beginnings
as a cemetery to its current status as a beloved park, Cheesman Park has undergone a remarkable
transformation. As we appreciate the beauty and serenity it offers today, it is essential to remember
the layers of history that lie beneath its surface. The park not only serves as a recreational space but
also as a reminder of the past, encouraging us to honor and preserve the stories that have shaped
this vibrant community. Whether you’re strolling through the gardens, participating in a community
event, or simply enjoying a quiet moment on the lawn, Cheesman Park continues to be a valuable
asset to the city of Denver and its residents.

Frequently Asked Questions



What was the original purpose of Cheesman Park before it
became a park?
Cheesman Park was originally the site of the Cheesman Estate, which was the home of Walter
Cheesman, a prominent Denver businessman. After the estate was dismantled, it was transformed
into a public park in the early 1900s.

When was Cheesman Park officially established as a public
park?
Cheesman Park was officially established as a public park in 1907.

What notable feature is found at Cheesman Park?
One of the most notable features of Cheesman Park is the Cheesman Memorial Pavilion, which is a
beautiful structure that enhances the park's landscape.

How did Cheesman Park's landscape architecture influence
other parks in Denver?
The landscape architecture of Cheesman Park, designed by the prominent landscape architect
Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., influenced the design of other parks in Denver by promoting naturalistic
landscaping and integrating park spaces with the surrounding urban environment.

What historical events have taken place at Cheesman Park?
Cheesman Park has been the site of various historical events, including community gatherings,
protests, and cultural festivals, reflecting the evolving social dynamics of Denver over the decades.

Why is Cheesman Park sometimes associated with ghost
stories?
Cheesman Park is sometimes associated with ghost stories due to its history as a burial ground for the
Denver City Cemetery before it was relocated. Many believe the park is haunted by spirits from that
era.

What recreational activities are popular at Cheesman Park?
Popular recreational activities at Cheesman Park include jogging, picnicking, playing sports, and
enjoying outdoor concerts and events during the summer months.

How does Cheesman Park contribute to the community today?
Cheesman Park contributes to the community today by serving as a green space for relaxation,
recreation, and cultural events, fostering community engagement and providing a scenic environment
for residents and visitors.

What steps have been taken to preserve Cheesman Park's



historical significance?
Efforts to preserve Cheesman Park's historical significance include restoration projects, community
advocacy for maintenance, and the designation of the park as a historic landmark, ensuring its legacy
is protected for future generations.
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