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The Hemlock Society, once known for its advocacy of physician-assisted dying and voluntary
euthanasia, has undergone a significant transformation in recent years, leading to a change in its
name. This rebranding reflects not only a shift in the organization’s mission but also its approach
towards end-of-life issues. This article delves into the reasons behind the name change, the new
identity of the organization, and its ongoing efforts in advocating for the rights of individuals seeking
to control their own death.

History of the Hemlock Society

The Hemlock Society was founded in 1980 by Derek Humphry, a journalist and author who had been
deeply influenced by the struggles surrounding terminal illness. The organization became
synonymous with the movement advocating for the right to die with dignity. Over the years, its name
became linked to controversial discussions about euthanasia and assisted suicide.

Key Milestones

1. Early Advocacy: The Hemlock Society began by providing information and support for individuals
considering end-of-life options.

2. Legislative Efforts: The organization worked towards legislative changes in various states to allow
for physician-assisted dying.

3. Public Awareness: Through campaigns and publications, the Hemlock Society sought to raise public



awareness about the importance of personal choice in matters of death.

4. Shift in Focus: As societal attitudes and legal frameworks began to evolve, the organization
recognized the need for a broader approach to end-of-life issues.

The Name Change: Reasons Behind It

The change from the Hemlock Society to its new name, which is now “Compassion & Choices,” is
rooted in several key factors:

Changing Perceptions

- Negative Connotations: The term “hemlock” is historically associated with poison and death, which
may evoke fear rather than compassion. This negative connotation became a barrier to broader
acceptance of the organization’s mission.

- Emphasis on Compassion: The new name directly reflects a commitment to compassionate care and
the importance of choice at the end of life.

Legal and Societal Shifts

- Evolving Legislation: As more states in the U.S. began to legalize physician-assisted dying, the
organization felt it was essential to align its identity with the growing acceptance of these practices.

- Broader Focus: The name change also symbolizes a shift towards a more comprehensive approach
to end-of-life care, including palliative care and support for those facing serious illnesses.

New Identity: Compassion & Choices

With the new name, Compassion & Choices has embraced a more inclusive mission that encompasses
a wider range of services and advocacy efforts.

Mission and Vision

- Empowerment: The organization aims to empower individuals to make informed decisions about
their end-of-life care, ensuring that they have the support and resources necessary to do so.

- Comprehensive Care: Compassion & Choices emphasizes the importance of both medical and
emotional support for individuals facing terminal iliness or severe suffering.



Core Programs

1. Patient Support: Offering resources and guidance to individuals and families navigating end-of-life
decisions.

2. Education and Advocacy: Providing educational materials and advocacy efforts to promote
understanding of end-of-life options.

3. Grief Support: Assisting those who are grieving the loss of loved ones, ensuring they have access to
emotional and psychological support.

4. Legislative Initiatives: Actively working to promote and protect laws that allow for physician-
assisted dying across various states.

Impact of the Name Change

The transition from the Hemlock Society to Compassion & Choices has had a significant impact on the
organization’s outreach and effectiveness.

Increased Acceptance

- Broader Appeal: The new name has helped to broaden the organization’s appeal, attracting
individuals who may have previously been hesitant to engage with the topic of assisted dying.

- Community Engagement: Compassion & Choices has seen increased participation in events and
educational initiatives, indicating a growing interest in compassionate end-of-life options.

Legislative Successes

- Advancing Legislation: Since the rebranding, Compassion & Choices has successfully contributed to
the passage of several crucial laws related to physician-assisted dying, including in states like
California, Oregon, and Washington.

- Legal Defense: The organization has also played a vital role in defending existing laws against
challenges, ensuring that individuals retain their rights at the end of life.

Challenges Ahead

While the rebranding has been successful in many respects, Compassion & Choices still faces several
challenges as it continues its mission.



Opposition and Misunderstanding

- Continued Controversy: The topics of euthanasia and physician-assisted dying remain contentious,
with opposition from various religious and political groups.

- Public Misconceptions: There are still many misconceptions about the nature of assisted dying,
leading to fear and resistance among some segments of the population.

Future Advocacy Efforts

1. Education Campaigns: Increasing efforts to educate the public about the realities of end-of-life
choices, focusing on compassion and dignity.

2. Building Coalitions: Partnering with other organizations and coalitions that advocate for similar
values to strengthen the movement for compassionate care.

3. Expanding Services: Continuously improving and expanding the services offered to ensure that
individuals have access to comprehensive support.

Conclusion

The transformation from the Hemlock Society to Compassion & Choices marks a pivotal moment in
the organization’s history. By embracing a new name that reflects compassion and choice, the
organization has positioned itself as a leader in the movement for dignified end-of-life care. As it
continues to navigate the challenges ahead, Compassion & Choices remains committed to advocating
for individuals’ rights to make informed decisions about their own deaths, ensuring that compassion
remains at the forefront of its mission. This evolution not only highlights the changing landscape of
societal attitudes towards death and dying but also paves the way for a future where individuals can
approach their end-of-life choices with dignity and support.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the new name of the Hemlock Society?

The Hemlock Society has rebranded itself as the 'Final Exit Network'.

Why did the Hemlock Society change its name?

The name change was part of a broader effort to emphasize the organization's focus on assisted dying
and end-of-life options.

When did the Hemlock Society officially change its name?
The Hemlock Society officially changed its name in 2004.



What services does the Final Exit Network provide?

The Final Exit Network provides information and support for individuals seeking options for a peaceful
and dignified death.

Is the Final Exit Network associated with physician-assisted
suicide?

Yes, the Final Exit Network advocates for the right to die and provides resources related to physician-
assisted suicide where legal.

How has public perception changed since the Hemlock
Society's name change?

Since the name change, public perception has generally become more understanding and supportive
of end-of-life choices and the right to die.

What impact did the name change have on membership?

The rebranding to Final Exit Network attracted new members who resonate with the mission of
advocating for personal choice in dying.

Are there any legal challenges faced by the Final Exit
Network?

Yes, the Final Exit Network has faced legal challenges related to its advocacy for assisted dying,
reflecting the ongoing debate around euthanasia laws.
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Hemlock & Oak (u/hemlockandoak) - Reddit
Jan 5, 2020 - Some photos of the new Hemlock & Oak Canadian-made undated collection From top
to bottom: Aster, Secret Garden, Wisteria, Marigold, Oak, and Deep Forest!

Canadian/Eastern hemlock as a privacy hedge : r/arborists - Reddit

Jun 11, 2024 - The Hemlock woolly adelgid will decimate the foliage in short time and ruin any
screening effect the trees may have provided. Since you're asking about wider spacing as a ...

Dr Hemlock one of my the most important character in Star Wars
Hemlock is most defenitly one of my favourite chrachters in the Bad Batch, yes he was only in a few
episodes of s2 and s3 but he was cold sinister and extremly powerful.
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Just Finished The Feast of Hemlock Vale (My Thoughts)
Hemlock House Super fun setup for a scenario, even if I think this one is thematically the worst fit
for the rest of the campaign. Solidly good overall though! The Silent Heath OP, this is the ...

Fir vs. VG Fir vs. Hemlock? : r/woodworking - Reddit
Mar 15, 2022 - Fir vs. VG Fir vs. Hemlock? So this is kind of a two parter question but ultimately is
about using one of these for some furniture (specifically, shelving and a credenza). Fir vs VG ...

Where to find ISO Hemlocks? : /DMZ - Reddit
Jul 30, 2023 - My buddies and I (3 team) infilled with an iso hemlock each and dead dropped them.
Then did a full game in Al Mazrah (Killed pyro, did raid weapons, went to a lot of ...

Poison hemlock : r/santacruz - Reddit
Jun 8, 2023 - Poison hemlock stems are smooth, while Queen Anne’s Lace stems are covered with
tiny hairs. Poison hemlock also has dark purplish splotches on its stem, whereas Queen ...

Anyone use hemlock for fencing? : r/HomeIlmprovement - Reddit
Jun 14, 2021 - Anyone use hemlock for fencing? Wondering if anyone has used hemlock for fences
before and how it's held up. I've used hemlock for raised garden beds with great ...

The Feast of Hemlock Vale, buy or skip? : r/arkhamhorrorlcg - Reddit

Hemlock Vale benefits massively from the learning experiences of the previous campaigns. It’s very
much non linear with a lot of replay ability. We are two thirds through our second run and ...

Eastern Hemlock Mugolio : r/fermentation - Reddit
Aug 10, 2023 - I'm about 20 days into a Eastern Hemlock mugolio. It's definitely mostly water now
and is producing some bubbles. I'll try to remember to let you know how it tastes in 10 days.
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Jan 5, 2020 - Some photos of the new Hemlock & Oak Canadian-made undated collection From top
to bottom: Aster, ...
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Jun 11, 2024 - The Hemlock woolly adelgid will decimate the foliage in short time and ruin any
screening effect the trees may ...

Dr Hemlock one of my the most important character in Star Wars
Hemlock is most defenitly one of my favourite chrachters in the Bad Batch, yes he was only in a few
episodes of s2 ...

Just Finished The Feast of Hemlock Vale (My Thoughts)
Hemlock House Super fun setup for a scenario, even if I think this one is thematically the worst fit
for the rest of ...

Fir vs. VG Fir vs. Hemlock? : r/woodworking - Reddit

Mar 15, 2022 - Fir vs. VG Fir vs. Hemlock? So this is kind of a two parter question but ultimately is
about using one of ...

Discover the new name of the Hemlock Society and what it means for end-of-life choices. Learn more



about their mission and updates in our latest article!
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