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H.G. Wells The New Machiavelli is a novel that delves into the complexities of politics, morality, and
the human condition, showcasing the intellectual prowess of one of the most significant writers of the
early 20th century. Published in 1911, it stands out as a work that not only reflects Wells' deep
understanding of political theory but also serves as a critique of contemporary societal norms. In this
article, we will explore the themes, characters, and historical context of the novel, as well as its lasting

influence on literature and political thought.



Overview of H.G. Wells and His Literary Context

H.G. Wells (1866-1946) was an English writer known for his contributions to science fiction and social
commentary. His works often blended imaginative storytelling with a keen analysis of social and
political issues. Wells' fervent interest in the workings of society and governance made him a

prominent voice of his time, and The New Machiavelli is no exception.

Wells' Background and Influences

- Early Life: Born in Bromley, England, Wells came from a modest background. He was educated at
the Normal School of Science in London, where he studied biology. His scientific training influenced
much of his writing, particularly his approach to speculative fiction.

- Political Engagement: Wells was an outspoken advocate for socialism and progressive reforms. His
political beliefs were shaped by the social injustices he observed in Victorian England, leading him to
explore themes of power and governance in his literature.

- Literary Influences: Wells was influenced by thinkers such as Karl Marx and Herbert Spencer. His
encounters with various political ideologies and philosophies informed his narrative style and thematic

choices.

Plot Summary of The New Machiavelli

The New Machiavelli is a semi-autobiographical novel that follows the life of Richard Remington, a
young and ambitious politician. The narrative is set against the backdrop of early 20th-century

England, a time of political upheaval and social change.



Main Plot Points

1. Richard Remington's Ambition: The story begins with Remington's aspirations to achieve political
power. He is portrayed as a man who is both idealistic and pragmatic, embodying the duality of a
leader torn between moral integrity and the ruthless demands of politics.

2. Romantic Entanglements: Remington's personal life is complicated by his relationships with women,
particularly with his lover, the enigmatic and manipulative Helen. His romantic pursuits often distract
him from his political ambitions, illustrating the interplay between personal desires and public duty.

3. Political Machinations: As Remington navigates the treacherous waters of politics, he encounters
various characters who embody different political ideologies. This interaction forces him to confront the
moral ambiguities of his ambitions and the costs associated with power.

4. The Crisis of Conscience: The novel climaxes as Remington faces a moral dilemma that challenges
his ideals. He must choose between upholding his principles and pursuing his political aspirations,

leading to a profound exploration of the ethical challenges faced by leaders.

Themes in The New Machiavelli

The New Machiavelli is rich in themes that resonate with readers, particularly those interested in

politics, ethics, and human nature.

Politics and Power

- Machiavellian Principles: The title itself references Niccoldo Machiavelli, whose work, The Prince,
advocates for pragmatic, often ruthless approaches to governance. Wells uses this framework to
analyze the moral complexities of political leadership.

- Corruption and Idealism: The novel critiques the corrupting influence of power on individuals.

Remington’s journey reflects the struggle between idealism and the often harsh realities of political life.



Morality and Ethics

- Moral Ambiguity: Wells presents a nuanced view of morality, suggesting that ethical decisions are
rarely black and white. Characters often find themselves in situations where right and wrong are
difficult to discern.

- Consequences of Choices: The narrative emphasizes the repercussions of personal and political
decisions. Remington’s choices not only affect his life but also impact those around him, illustrating the

interconnectedness of personal morality and public responsibility.

Gender and Relationships

- Role of Women: The female characters in the novel, especially Helen, are pivotal to the plot. They
represent both the emotional entanglements and the manipulative aspects of relationships that can
influence a man's political trajectory.

- Intimacy and Power Dynamics: The relationships in the novel often reflect broader societal power
dynamics, questioning traditional gender roles and the ways in which personal relations intersect with

political ambitions.

Character Analysis

The characters in The New Machiavelli are intricately crafted, each serving a purpose in exploring the

novel's themes.

Richard Remington

- Protagonist's Complexity: Remington is a deeply flawed character, embodying the struggles of a man

caught between ambition and ethical considerations. His development throughout the novel highlights



the internal conflicts of pursuing power.
- Symbol of the Everyman: As an aspiring politician, Remington represents the broader human

experience of navigating personal and professional challenges.

Helen

- The Femme Fatale: Helen is portrayed as a complex character who wields her femininity as a tool for
manipulation. Her relationship with Remington raises questions about love, power, and sacrifice.
- Catalyst for Change: Helen's influence on Remington serves as a catalyst for his moral dilemmas,

pushing him to confront the darker aspects of his ambitions.

Supporting Characters

- Political Rivals: Various characters serve as antagonists, challenging Remington's ideals and forcing
him to confront the realities of political life.
- Friends and Allies: Remington's friends provide insight into his character, offering varying

perspectives on morality and ambition.

Historical Context and Reception

The New Machiavelli was published during a period of significant political change in Britain, marked by

growing socialist movements and increasing public disillusionment with traditional political structures.

Political Landscape of Early 20th Century England

- Social Reform Movements: The novel reflects the tensions of its time, as various political ideologies



vied for influence. Wells' own socialist leanings are evident in his critique of societal norms.
- Impact of World Events: The prelude to World War | created an atmosphere of uncertainty,

influencing the themes of power and morality in the novel.

Critical Reception

- Contemporary Reactions: Upon its release, the novel received mixed reviews. Some praised its
ambitious exploration of political theory, while others criticized its moral ambiguity.
- Legacy: Over time, The New Machiavelli has gained appreciation for its depth and relevance,

influencing both literary and political discourse.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of The New Machiavelli

In conclusion, H.G. Wells The New Machiavelli remains a significant work that delves into the
intricacies of political ambition, morality, and human relationships. Through the lens of Richard
Remington's journey, Wells invites readers to reflect on the ethical dilemmas faced by leaders and the
impact of personal choices on the broader society. As contemporary political landscapes continue to
evolve and challenge our understanding of ethics and power, Wells' exploration of these themes in
The New Machiavelli resonates with modern readers, affirming its place in the canon of political

literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of H.G. Wells' 'The New Machiavelli'?

The main theme of "The New Machiavelli' is the exploration of political ethics and the conflict between
idealism and realism in politics, reflecting Wells' views on social reform and the responsibilities of

leadership.



How does H.G. Wells portray the character of Richard Remington?

Richard Remington is portrayed as a complex character torn between his ambitions and his moral
convictions, representing the struggles of a politician grappling with the consequences of his actions

and the ethical dilemmas he faces.

What role does social criticism play in 'The New Machiavelli'?

Social criticism plays a significant role in 'The New Machiavelli' as Wells critiques the political systems
of his time, addressing issues such as class disparity, corruption, and the influence of power on human

relationships.

In what ways does 'The New Machiavelli' reflect H.G. Wells' own

political beliefs?

The novel reflects Wells' progressive political beliefs, advocating for social reform, democracy, and the
importance of using reason and science to improve society, while also acknowledging the complexities

and challenges of enacting such changes.

How does the narrative structure of 'The New Machiavelli' contribute

to its themes?

The narrative structure, which blends autobiographical elements with fictional storytelling, allows
readers to engage with the protagonist's internal conflicts and offers a deeper understanding of the

philosophical and ethical questions surrounding political power.

What is the significance of the title 'The New Machiavelli'?

The title "'The New Machiavelli' signifies a re-examination of Machiavellian principles in the context of
modern politics, suggesting that while manipulation and cunning are often associated with political

success, there is a need for a more ethical and principled approach to governance.



How does Wells address the concept of individualism in 'The New

Machiavelli'?

Wells addresses individualism by highlighting the tension between personal desires and social
responsibilities, emphasizing that true leadership requires balancing one's own ambitions with the

greater good of society.
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Mercury is a chemical element; it has symbol Hg and atomic number 80. It is commonly known as
quicksilver.

Mercury | Definition, Uses, Density, & Facts | Britannica
4 days ago - The name mercury originated in 6th-century alchemy, in which the symbol of the planet
was used to represent the metal; the chemical symbol Hg derives from the Latin ...
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Mercury is a chemical element with symbol Hg and atomic number 80. It is commonly known as
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Mercury (Hg) Element: Properties, Reactions, Important Uses
Sep 14, 2023 - Mercury is a chemical element with an atomic number of 80 and is represented by
the symbol ‘Hg’ in the periodic table. It is silvery-white in appearance classified as metal and ...
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Heavy silvery liquid metallic element, belongs to the zinc group. Used in thermometers, barometers
and other scientific apparatus. Less reactive than zinc and cadmium, does not ...

Periodic Table of Elements: Los Alamos National Laboratory
Organic mercury compounds are important. It has been found that an electrical discharge causes
mercury vapor to combine with neon, argon, krypton, and xenon. These products, held ...

Mercury (Hg) - ChemicalAid

Mercury (Hg) has an atomic mass of 80. Find out about its chemical and physical properties, states,
energy, electrons, oxidation and more.

Mercury (element) - Wikipedia
Mercury is a chemical element; it has symbol Hg and atomic number 80. It is commonly known as
quicksilver.

Mercury | Definition, Uses, Density, & Facts | Britannica

4 days ago - The name mercury originated in 6th-century alchemy, in which the symbol of the planet
was used to represent the metal; the chemical symbol Hg derives from the Latin hydrargyrum,
“liquid silver.”

Mercury Element Facts (Hg or Atomic Number 80)
Jul 30, 2020 - Get interesting facts about the element mercury, element atomic number 80 with
symbol Hg. Learn about its history, uses, and properties.

Mercury Facts - Periodic Table of the Elements - ThoughtCo
Jun 10, 2025 - Mercury is the only metallic element that is a liquid at room temperature. This dense
metal is atomic number 80 with element symbol Hg. This collection of mercury facts ...

Mercury (Hg) Element Information - Properties, Uses, Facts
Mercury is a chemical element with symbol Hg and atomic number 80. It is commonly known as
quicksilver and was formerly named hydrargyrum (/har'dra:rdzsram/).

Mercury (Hg) Element: Properties, Reactions, Important Uses

Sep 14, 2023 - Mercury is a chemical element with an atomic number of 80 and is represented by
the symbol ‘Hg’ in the periodic table. It is silvery-white in appearance classified as metal and
belongs to the d-block of group 12 of the periodic table.

Mercury (Hg) - Periodic Table (Element Information & More)

Sep 1, 2024 - There are many isotopes of mercury, but out of those isotopes, the most abundant
isotope is 202 Hg (which has an abundance of approximately 29.7%). The atomic mass of 200.59 u
and its density is 13.535 g/cm 3.

Mercury (Hg) - Periodic Table

Heavy silvery liquid metallic element, belongs to the zinc group. Used in thermometers, barometers
and other scientific apparatus. Less reactive than zinc and cadmium, does not displace hydrogen
from acids. Forms a number of complexes and organomercury compounds. Mercury is a Silver.

Periodic Table of Elements: Los Alamos National Laboratory

Organic mercury compounds are important. It has been found that an electrical discharge causes
mercury vapor to combine with neon, argon, krypton, and xenon. These products, held together with
van der Waals' forces, correspond to HgNe, HgAr, HgKr, and HgXe.



Mercury (Hg) - ChemicalAid
Mercury (Hg) has an atomic mass of 80. Find out about its chemical and physical properties, states,
energy, electrons, oxidation and more.

Explore H.G. Wells' "The New Machiavelli" and its insights on politics and morality. Discover how
this novel reshapes our understanding of power. Learn more!
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