
History Of Cherokee Indian Tribe

History of the Cherokee Indian Tribe is a rich tapestry woven from centuries of cultural
evolution, resilience, and adaptation. The Cherokee people are one of the largest Native
American tribes in the United States, with a history that stretches back thousands of years.
Their story is marked by their deep connection to the land, their complex social structures,
and their interactions with European settlers, which eventually led to significant upheaval
and displacement. This article will explore the origins, culture, and significant events that
shaped the history of the Cherokee Indian Tribe.

Origins of the Cherokee Tribe

The Cherokee tribe is believed to have originated in the southeastern United States,
specifically in areas that are now Tennessee, North Carolina, and Georgia. Archaeological
evidence suggests that the Cherokee have inhabited this region for over a thousand years.

Prehistoric Period

- The ancestors of the Cherokee were part of the Mississippian culture, which thrived
between 800 and 1600 CE.
- They built large, earthen mounds, engaged in agriculture, and developed complex
societies.
- The Cherokee were primarily agricultural, growing crops such as corn, beans, and squash.



Language and Social Structure

- The Cherokee language belongs to the Iroquoian family and has its own unique writing
system, developed by Sequoyah in the early 19th century.
- The tribe was organized into clans, which played a significant role in their social structure
and governance.
- Each clan was matrilineal, meaning lineage was traced through the mother, and it played
a crucial role in family and community dynamics.

Contact with European Settlers

The arrival of Europeans in the 16th century marked a significant turning point for the
Cherokee. Initially, contact with settlers led to trade and cultural exchange, but as
European settlement expanded, it brought profound changes and challenges.

Trade and Conflict

- The Cherokee engaged in trade with European settlers, exchanging goods such as
deerskins for metal tools and firearms.
- Conflicts arose as settlers encroached on Cherokee lands, leading to disputes and
violence.
- The Cherokee participated in various wars, including the French and Indian War
(1754-1763), which aligned them with the British against other tribes and French forces.

The American Revolution and Aftermath

- During the American Revolution, the Cherokee were divided, with some supporting the
British and others siding with the American colonists.
- The aftermath of the war saw increased pressure on Cherokee lands as American
expansionism grew.
- The Treaty of Hopewell in 1785 established boundaries for Cherokee lands but was
frequently violated by settlers.

Removal and Relocation

The 19th century brought about one of the most tragic chapters in Cherokee history: the
forced removal from their ancestral lands.

The Indian Removal Act of 1830



- The Indian Removal Act, signed by President Andrew Jackson, aimed to relocate Native
American tribes to lands west of the Mississippi River.
- The Cherokee resisted removal through legal means, taking their case to the U.S.
Supreme Court.

The Trail of Tears

- Despite their legal efforts, the U.S. government enforced removal, leading to the infamous
Trail of Tears in 1838-1839.
- Approximately 16,000 Cherokee were forced to march over 1,000 miles to present-day
Oklahoma.
- It is estimated that about 4,000 Cherokee died from disease, exposure, and starvation
during this harrowing journey.

Life in Oklahoma and Resilience

After their relocation, the Cherokee faced numerous challenges but also demonstrated
remarkable resilience.

Establishment of the Cherokee Nation

- In Oklahoma, the Cherokee established a new government and created a constitution,
reviving their cultural practices and governance.
- The Cherokee Nation was officially formed, with its capital at Tahlequah, Oklahoma.

Cultural Revival and Education

- The Cherokee focused on education and literacy, with Sequoyah's syllabary playing a
crucial role in promoting literacy within the tribe.
- Schools were established, and the Cherokee published newspapers in both English and
Cherokee, fostering a strong sense of identity.

Modern Era and Sovereignty

The 20th and 21st centuries have seen the Cherokee navigate numerous changes while
striving to maintain their cultural identity and sovereignty.

Federal Recognition and Self-Governance



- The Cherokee Nation was officially recognized by the U.S. government in 1934 under the
Indian Reorganization Act.
- In the following decades, the Cherokee Nation worked to establish self-governance and
economic independence, developing various enterprises.

Cultural Preservation and Revitalization

- The Cherokee continue to promote their language, traditions, and cultural practices
through various programs and initiatives.
- Cultural events, such as the annual Cherokee National Holiday, celebrate their heritage
and foster community among members.

The Cherokee Today

Today, the Cherokee Nation is one of the largest tribal governments in the United States,
with a population of over 380,000 enrolled members.

Economic Development

- The Cherokee Nation has made significant strides in economic development, investing in
health care, education, and tourism.
- Tribal enterprises, including casinos, have provided financial resources to support
community programs and initiatives.

Continued Challenges

- Despite their successes, the Cherokee face ongoing challenges, including issues related to
land rights, health disparities, and cultural preservation.
- Efforts to reclaim historical lands and maintain sovereignty continue to be central to their
identity and mission.

Conclusion

The history of the Cherokee Indian Tribe is a testament to resilience and adaptability in
the face of adversity. From their origins in the southeastern United States to their forced
removal and eventual establishment in Oklahoma, the Cherokee have maintained a strong
sense of identity and community. As they continue to navigate the complexities of modern
life, the Cherokee remain committed to preserving their rich cultural heritage for future
generations. Understanding their history is essential not only for acknowledging their past
struggles but also for recognizing their contributions to the diverse fabric of American
society today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Cherokee tribe?
The Cherokee tribe originated in the southeastern United States, primarily in areas that are
now North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Tennessee. Their history dates back
thousands of years, with archaeological evidence suggesting their ancestors inhabited the
region as early as 1000 BCE.

What was the significance of the Cherokee syllabary
created by Sequoyah?
The Cherokee syllabary, created by Sequoyah in the early 19th century, allowed the
Cherokee people to read and write in their own language. This innovation played a crucial
role in preserving Cherokee culture and history, and it facilitated communication and
education within the tribe.

What were the main consequences of the Indian
Removal Act of 1830 for the Cherokee?
The Indian Removal Act of 1830 led to the forced relocation of the Cherokee people from
their ancestral lands to designated Indian Territory in present-day Oklahoma. This tragic
event is known as the Trail of Tears, resulting in the deaths of thousands of Cherokee due
to disease, exposure, and starvation during the journey.

How did the Cherokee Nation adapt to European-
American influences?
The Cherokee Nation adapted to European-American influences by establishing a
centralized government, adopting a written constitution, and engaging in agriculture and
trade. They also created a newspaper, the Cherokee Phoenix, to communicate their
perspectives and advocate for their rights.

What role did the Cherokee play in the American Civil
War?
During the American Civil War, the Cherokee Nation was divided, with some members
supporting the Confederacy and others siding with the Union. The conflict brought
significant turmoil to the tribe, leading to further divisions and hardships within their
community.

What is the current status of the Cherokee Nation?
Today, the Cherokee Nation is one of the largest federally recognized tribes in the United
States, with its government based in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. The tribe continues to focus on
cultural preservation, economic development, and improving the quality of life for its
members.



What cultural practices are important to the Cherokee
people?
Cherokee cultural practices include traditional storytelling, music, dance, and crafts such as
basket weaving and pottery. Ceremonies like the Green Corn Ceremony are vital for the
tribe, as they celebrate the harvest and reaffirm their connection to the land and each
other.

What challenges do the Cherokee face in modern times?
In modern times, the Cherokee face challenges such as preserving their language and
culture, addressing economic disparities, and navigating legal issues regarding sovereignty
and land rights. Efforts are ongoing to revitalize the Cherokee language and promote
cultural education among younger generations.
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