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Hellboy Vol 2: Wake the Devil is the second volume in the acclaimed series created by Mike
Mignola. This graphic novel not only continues the adventures of the titular character, Hellboy, but it
also dives deeper into the rich lore and mythology that surrounds him. The artwork, storytelling, and
the intricate blending of horror and folklore make this volume a standout in the Hellboy series.
Released in 1997, "Wake the Devil" solidified Hellboy’s place in the pantheon of comic book heroes
and has since garnered a dedicated fanbase.



Overview of Hellboy

Hellboy, a half-demon raised by humans, works for the Bureau for Paranormal Research and Defense
(B.P.R.D.), combating supernatural threats. Created by Mike Mignola, Hellboy is characterized by his
red skin, horned forehead, and massive stone right hand known as the "Right Hand of Doom." The
series combines elements of horror, folklore, and myth, allowing for a unique storytelling style that
resonates with readers.

Plot Summary

In "Wake the Devil," the story opens in a post-World War |l setting, where Hellboy and his B.P.R.D.
colleagues are called to investigate a series of mysterious occurrences. The narrative is rich with
gothic influences and features a blend of historical and mythological elements.

Key Characters

The volume introduces several important characters:

- Hellboy: The central character, a demon with a human heart, who grapples with his identity and
destiny.

- Liz Sherman: A pyrokinetic agent of the B.P.R.D., who has a complicated relationship with Hellboy.
- Abe Sapien: A fish-man and fellow B.P.R.D. agent, known for his intelligence and sensitivity.

- Roger the Homunculus: A creature created through alchemical means who aids Hellboy in his
journey.

- The Vampire: A key antagonist who plays a crucial role in the events of this volume.

Major Themes

"Wake the Devil" explores several overarching themes:

- Identity and Belonging: Hellboy’s struggle with his demonic heritage and his desire to fit in with
humanity is a recurring theme.

- Good vs. Evil: The volume portrays the ongoing battle between supernatural forces, highlighting the
ambiguity of morality.

- Fate and Free Will: The question of predestination versus choice is explored through Hellboy's
interactions with various characters and his destiny.

Art and Style

One of the defining features of "Wake the Devil" is Mike Mignola's distinctive art style. His use of
shadow and light creates a haunting atmosphere that complements the story's themes. The
characters are often depicted with exaggerated features, adding to the otherworldly feel of the



narrative. The artwork seamlessly integrates with the text, enhancing the storytelling without
overshadowing it.

Notable Art Techniques

- Use of Shadows: Mignola employs heavy shadows to evoke emotions and create tension.

- Minimalism: The artwork often embraces minimalism, allowing the reader's imagination to fill in the
gaps.

- Dynamic Panel Layouts: The creative use of paneling guides the reader's eye and enhances the
pacing of the story.

Critical Reception

"Wake the Devil" has received widespread acclaim from both fans and critics. It is praised for its
engaging story, compelling characters, and striking visuals. The volume is often highlighted as a
pivotal moment in the Hellboy series, showcasing Mignola's growth as a storyteller and artist.

Impact on the Hellboy Franchise

The success of "Wake the Devil" played a crucial role in establishing Hellboy as a significant figure in

comic book culture. It led to subsequent volumes and adaptations, including animated films and live-

action movies. The themes explored in this volume continue to resonate in later installments, shaping
the trajectory of the Hellboy mythos.

Analysis of Key Story Arcs

Several key story arcs within "Wake the Devil" are worth analyzing:

The Resurrection of the Vampire

The story revolves around the resurrection of a vampire, whose return sets off a chain of events that
challenge the B.P.R.D. team. This arc explores the concept of life after death and the consequences of
tampering with the natural order. The vampire serves as a metaphor for Hellboy’s own struggles with
fate and identity.

Hellboy's Confrontation with His Past

Throughout the volume, Hellboy is confronted with visions of his past and the implications of his
demonic origins. This internal conflict serves as a driving force in the narrative, forcing Hellboy to



reckon with who he is and who he wants to become.

The Relationship with Liz Sherman

The dynamics between Hellboy and Liz Sherman illustrate the human side of Hellboy. Their
relationship deepens as they face external threats, highlighting themes of love, trust, and
vulnerability. Liz's pyrokinetic abilities symbolize the fire within her, which parallels her emotional
journey throughout the story.

Legacy of Hellboy Vol 2: Wake the Devil

The cultural impact of "Wake the Devil" is evident in its enduring popularity. It has influenced a
generation of comic book creators and has been cited as a seminal work in the horror comic genre.

Influence on Other Media

The themes, characters, and visual style of "Wake the Devil" have transcended comic books:

- Film Adaptations: The Hellboy character has been adapted into multiple films, with elements from
"Wake the Devil" appearing in the narratives.

- Merchandising: The popularity of Hellboy has led to a wide range of merchandise, including action
figures, clothing, and collectibles.

- Influence on Other Comics: Mignola’s work has inspired numerous artists and writers, leading to a
resurgence of interest in dark fantasy and horror comics.

Conclusion

Hellboy Vol 2: Wake the Devil stands as a landmark work in the world of graphic novels. Through its
masterful storytelling, complex characters, and striking artwork, it invites readers into a richly crafted
universe filled with intrigue and horror. The themes explored within this volume resonate on multiple
levels, offering a profound reflection on identity, morality, and the human experience. As Hellboy
continues to evolve and captivate audiences, "Wake the Devil" remains a cornerstone of his narrative,
ensuring its place in the annals of comic book history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Hellboy Vol 2: Wake the Devil'?

'Hellboy Vol 2: Wake the Devil' follows Hellboy as he confronts a group of supernatural beings, led by
the ancient demon Grigori Rasputin, who aims to resurrect the Witch of the East. The story explores
themes of destiny, identity, and the battle between good and evil.



Who are the key characters introduced in 'Wake the Devil'?

Key characters include Hellboy, Abe Sapien, Liz Sherman, and Grigori Rasputin, along with new
characters like the witch and the supernatural entities that challenge Hellboy throughout the story.

How does 'Wake the Devil' connect to the larger Hellboy
universe?

‘Wake the Devil' builds on the lore established in the first volume and sets up future conflicts by
delving deeper into Hellboy's origins, the secret history of the B.P.R.D. (Bureau for Paranormal
Research and Defense), and the ongoing struggle against dark forces.

What artistic style is used in 'Hellboy Vol 2: Wake the Devil'?

The comic features Mike Mignola's signature dark and atmospheric art style, characterized by heavy
shadows, bold lines, and intricate details that enhance the supernatural elements of the story.

What themes are explored in 'Wake the Devil'?

'Wake the Devil' explores themes such as the nature of good versus evil, the consequences of one's
heritage, the struggle for personal identity, and the idea of fate versus free will.

How does the tone of 'Wake the Devil' compare to the first
volume?

The tone of 'Wake the Devil' is darker and more mature than the first volume, incorporating elements
of horror and existential dread, while also maintaining the humor and wit that fans of Hellboy have
come to love.

What impact did 'Hellboy Vol 2: Wake the Devil' have on the
comic book industry?

'Wake the Devil' is credited with solidifying Hellboy's place in modern comic book lore, influencing the
horror genre in comics and inspiring adaptations in film and other media, showcasing the depth of
storytelling possible in graphic novels.
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Dive into the thrilling world of Hellboy Vol 2: Wake the Devil. Uncover the secrets and dark forces at
play. Learn more about this iconic graphic novel now!
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