
Henry Van Dyke The Other Wise Man

Henry Van Dyke The Other Wise Man is a captivating story written by the American
author and clergyman, Henry Van Dyke. This poignant tale is a profound exploration of
faith, sacrifice, and the true meaning of wisdom. First published in 1896, "The Other Wise
Man" presents a reimagined perspective on the biblical narrative of the Magi, or Wise Men,
who journeyed to pay homage to the newborn Jesus. Through the character of Artaban, Van
Dyke conveys powerful themes that resonate with readers even today.

Overview of "The Other Wise Man"

"The Other Wise Man" follows the journey of Artaban, a fourth Magi who sets out to join his
fellow Wise Men in their quest to find the prophesied King. Unlike his companions who bring
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, Artaban has prepared a gift of a precious sapphire.
However, his journey is fraught with challenges, and Artaban's commitment to helping
those in need leads him down an unexpected path.



Plot Summary

The story begins with Artaban, who is revered for his intelligence and wisdom. As he
prepares to join the other Wise Men, he realizes that he is running late. He decides to leave
his home in Persia, setting off with the intention of following the star that announced the
birth of the King of the Jews.

1. The Journey Begins: Artaban gathers his supplies and sets off on his journey, filled with
hope and determination. He navigates through deserts and mountains, constantly aware of
the prophecy that drives him forward.

2. Acts of Kindness: Along the way, Artaban encounters various individuals in distress. His
kind heart compels him to help, often at the cost of delaying his own journey. For instance,
he saves a man from dying in a burning building, sacrificing the time he could have used to
pursue the others.

3. Encountering Challenges: Each act of compassion leads Artaban further away from his
path. He faces numerous obstacles, including robbers, sickness, and the pressing need to
help the poor and suffering.

4. The Revelation: Despite never reaching the destination of the other Wise Men, Artaban
ultimately discovers that his journey has led him to fulfill a greater purpose—a realization
that true wisdom lies in selflessness and love.

Thematic Elements

Henry Van Dyke's "The Other Wise Man" is rich in themes that provoke deep reflection.
Some of the most significant themes include:

- Selflessness: Artaban embodies the spirit of selflessness, consistently putting the needs of
others before his own desires. His sacrifices illustrate the importance of compassion in the
pursuit of a higher purpose.

- Faith and Destiny: The story emphasizes the idea that one's journey may not always align
with predetermined paths. Artaban's faith guides him, even when his goals seem
unattainable.

- True Wisdom: Van Dyke redefines wisdom through Artaban's actions. Rather than material
gifts, the story suggests that wisdom is found in love and service to others.

- The Nature of Sacrifice: Artaban's sacrifices highlight the Christian principle that true
sacrifice is often not recognized by the world but is deeply valued in the eyes of God.

Character Analysis

Artaban, the protagonist of the story, is a complex character whose journey reflects the



struggles and triumphs of the human spirit. His character can be analyzed through various
facets:

Artaban: The Other Wise Man

- Compassionate Leader: Artaban's leadership qualities shine through his desire to help
others. His innate sense of justice drives him to assist those in need, even when it
jeopardizes his own quest.

- Visionary Thinker: Unlike the other Wise Men who focus solely on the prophecy, Artaban
embodies a broader understanding of spirituality, recognizing that true faith involves active
participation in the world.

- Resilient Spirit: Throughout his journey, Artaban faces numerous setbacks, yet he
continues to persevere. His resilience serves as an inspiration to readers, showcasing the
strength of the human spirit.

Supporting Characters

While Artaban is the central figure, several supporting characters play pivotal roles in his
journey:

- The Other Wise Men: They represent the traditional understanding of wisdom and wealth,
contrasting Artaban's more altruistic approach.

- The Suffering: The people Artaban encounters symbolize the marginalized and forgotten
members of society. Their struggles deepen the impact of Artaban's choices.

- Divine Presence: Throughout the tale, there are moments that suggest a divine presence
guiding Artaban, reinforcing the theme that there is a higher purpose to his journey.

Impact and Legacy

"The Other Wise Man" has endured the test of time and remains a cherished piece of
literature. Its impact can be seen in various ways:

- Cultural Significance: The story has been adapted into various forms, including stage
plays, short films, and even musical interpretations, demonstrating its continued relevance
in modern society.

- Religious Reflection: For many, the story serves as a moral and spiritual guide,
encouraging readers to reflect on their own journeys and the ways they can contribute to
the well-being of others.

- Educational Use: "The Other Wise Man" is often included in educational curriculums,



allowing students to explore themes of compassion, sacrifice, and the true meaning of
wisdom.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Henry Van Dyke's "The Other Wise Man" is much more than a simple
narrative; it is a profound exploration of what it means to live a life of purpose and
compassion. Through Artaban's journey, readers are invited to reflect on their own lives,
encouraging them to seek out opportunities for kindness and selflessness. The story's
themes resonate through generations, making it a timeless piece of literature that
continues to inspire and enlighten. As we navigate our own paths, may we remember the
lessons of Artaban and strive to embody the true essence of wisdom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Other Wise Man' by
Henry van Dyke?
The central theme of 'The Other Wise Man' is the journey of selflessness and the
importance of recognizing and following one's true calling, often leading to acts of kindness
and compassion.

Who is the main character in 'The Other Wise Man' and
what is his quest?
The main character in 'The Other Wise Man' is Artaban, a fourth wise man who sets out to
find the newborn King, but his journey is filled with detours as he helps those in need along
the way.

How does 'The Other Wise Man' differ from the
traditional nativity story?
Unlike the traditional nativity story that focuses on the journey of the three wise men to see
Jesus, 'The Other Wise Man' emphasizes the value of altruism and the idea that serving
others is a path to spiritual fulfillment.

What message does Henry van Dyke convey through
Artaban's sacrifices in the story?
Henry van Dyke conveys that true wisdom and richness come from selfless acts and the
love we show to others, suggesting that the journey of life is about the impact we have on
those around us rather than material success.



What literary techniques does van Dyke use to enhance
the narrative of 'The Other Wise Man'?
Van Dyke employs symbolism, rich imagery, and a poignant narrative style to deepen the
emotional resonance of Artaban's journey, illustrating the transformative power of love and
sacrifice.
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