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GUIDED READING VS SHARED READING

Guided reading vs shared reading are two instructional approaches used in
literacy education that play significant roles in developing reading skills
among students. Both methods are designed to enhance comprehension, fluency,
and overall reading enjoyment, but they do so in different ways and with
distinct purposes. Understanding the nuances between guided reading and
shared reading can help educators choose the most effective strategies for
their classroom settings. This article will delve into the definitions,
purposes, key components, and differences between guided reading and shared
reading, as well as provide practical tips for implementation.

Understanding Guided Reading

Guided reading is an instructional approach that focuses on small-group
reading sessions tailored to the varying abilities of students. During guided
reading, a teacher works with a small group of students who are at similar
reading levels. The goal is to provide targeted instruction that helps
students develop their reading skills in a controlled and supportive
environment.

Key Components of Guided Reading

1. Small Group Instruction: Guided reading typically involves groups of 4 to
6 students, allowing for personalized attention and interaction.

2. Text Selection: Teachers carefully select texts that are appropriate for
the group's reading level, often using leveled readers or texts that align
with the students' interests.



3. Focus on Comprehension Strategies: During guided reading sessions,
teachers model and teach specific comprehension strategies such as
predicting, questioning, clarifying, and summarizing.

4. Scaffolded Support: Teachers provide support that is gradually removed as
students become more proficient, encouraging independence and confidence in
their reading abilities.

5. Assessment and Progress Monitoring: Educators regularly assess students’
reading levels and comprehension skills to inform instruction and groupings.

The Purpose of Guided Reading

The primary aim of guided reading is to help students improve their reading
abilities at their own pace. By working in small groups with focused
instruction, students receive the support they need to tackle increasingly
complex texts. Guided reading also fosters critical thinking and analytical
skills, as students learn to engage with texts on a deeper level.

Understanding Shared Reading

Shared reading is another instructional strategy that emphasizes the
collective experience of reading. In shared reading, the teacher reads a text
aloud to a larger group of students while encouraging participation and
interaction. This approach is particularly beneficial for introducing new
texts and concepts, as it allows students to experience reading in a
collaborative environment.

Key Components of Shared Reading

1. Whole Group or Large Group Instruction: Shared reading typically involves
the entire class or a larger group, allowing for a shared experience of the
text.

2. Text Visibility: The text being read is often displayed prominently (e.g.,
on a whiteboard or chart), ensuring that all students can see the words and
illustrations.

3. Interactive Reading: During shared reading, teachers encourage students to
participate by predicting, responding, and discussing the text. This
interaction enhances engagement and comprehension.

4. Focus on Concepts of Print: Shared reading often emphasizes foundational
reading skills, such as understanding the direction of text, recognizing
letters and words, and noticing punctuation.



5. Modeling Fluent Reading: Teachers model fluent reading during shared
reading, demonstrating prosody, intonation, and expression, which helps
students develop their own reading fluency.

The Purpose of Shared Reading

The primary purpose of shared reading is to create a community of readers who
feel comfortable exploring texts together. This approach fosters a love for
reading and builds confidence as students engage with literature
collectively. Shared reading also provides an opportunity for teachers to
introduce new vocabulary and concepts in a supportive environment.

Differences Between Guided Reading and Shared
Reading

While both guided reading and shared reading aim to develop reading skills,
they differ in several key aspects:

1. Group Size and Structure

- Guided Reading: Involves small groups (4-6 students) with differentiated
instruction tailored to individual reading levels.

- Shared Reading: Conducted with the whole class or a larger group, focusing
on collective engagement with the text.

2. Instructional Focus

- Guided Reading: Emphasizes individual skill development, comprehension
strategies, and text analysis.

- Shared Reading: Centers on building a love for reading, vocabulary
development, and group interactions with the text.

3. Text Interaction

- Guided Reading: Students read independently or with support, often taking
turns reading sections of the text.

- Shared Reading: The teacher reads aloud, with students following along and
participating in discussions, predictions, and responses.



4. Assessment and Monitoring

- Guided Reading: Involves ongoing assessment to track progress and adjust
instruction based on individual needs.

- Shared Reading: Assessment is less formal and focuses on group
comprehension and engagement rather than individual skills.

Practical Tips for Implementing Guided and
Shared Reading

Both guided reading and shared reading can be effectively integrated into
literacy instruction. Here are some practical tips for educators looking to
implement these approaches in their classrooms:

Guided Reading Implementation

1. Assess Reading Levels: Use running records and other assessments to
determine each student's reading level and group them accordingly.

2. Choose Appropriate Texts: Select texts that match the students’ interests
and reading levels, ensuring they are challenging but accessible.

3. Plan Focused Lessons: Create lesson plans with specific learning
objectives, focusing on comprehension strategies and skills development.

4. Provide Scaffolded Support: Gradually release responsibility to students
as they gain confidence, encouraging them to take on more challenging texts.

5. Monitor Progress: Regularly assess and document students’ progress to
inform future instruction and group formations.

Shared Reading Implementation

1. Select Engaging Texts: Choose texts that are interesting and relevant to
students, allowing for rich discussions and interactions.

2. Make Text Visible: Use a projector or large print copies to ensure all
students can see the text clearly during the reading.

3. Encourage Participation: Ask open-ended questions and encourage students
to make predictions, share thoughts, and respond to the text.

4. Model Fluent Reading: Demonstrate expression and fluency while reading
aloud, inviting students to mimic your reading style.



5. Integrate Vocabulary: Introduce new vocabulary during shared reading and
revisit these words in future lessons to reinforce learning.

Conclusion

In summary, both guided reading and shared reading are essential components
of a comprehensive literacy program. While guided reading focuses on small
group instruction and personalized skill development, shared reading
emphasizes collective engagement and the joy of reading together.
Understanding the differences between these two approaches allows educators
to effectively implement them in their classrooms, fostering a love for
reading and helping students develop the skills they need to become
proficient readers. By strategically incorporating both guided and shared
reading, teachers can create a balanced literacy environment that meets the
diverse needs of their students.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between guided reading
and shared reading?

Guided reading focuses on small groups of students reading texts at their
instructional level with teacher support, while shared reading involves the
whole class reading a text together, often with the teacher modeling reading
strategies.

How does guided reading support individual learning?

Guided reading allows the teacher to tailor instruction to each student's
needs, providing targeted strategies and support to help them progress in
their reading skills.

What are the benefits of shared reading for young
learners?

Shared reading promotes vocabulary development, comprehension skills, and a
love for reading as students engage with texts collectively and observe
fluent reading modeled by the teacher.

In what settings are guided reading and shared
reading most effectively implemented?

Guided reading is typically used in small groups within classrooms, while
shared reading is effective in larger group settings, such as whole-class
instruction or storytime.



Can guided reading and shared reading be used
together?

Yes, they can complement each other; shared reading can introduce a text,
while guided reading can provide deeper exploration and individualized
support for students' understanding.

What types of texts are commonly used in guided
reading?

In guided reading, texts are selected based on students' reading levels and
include a variety of genres, such as fiction, nonfiction, and poetry, to
enhance engagement and comprehension.

What roles do teachers play in guided reading
sessions?

Teachers facilitate guided reading by assessing students' levels, providing
appropriate texts, leading discussions, and teaching specific reading
strategies to enhance comprehension and fluency.

How can parents support their children in both
guided and shared reading?

Parents can support guided reading by practicing reading strategies at home
with leveled books, and they can enhance shared reading experiences by
reading aloud and discussing stories together.
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