Grove Park Inn History

Grove Park Inn history is a rich tapestry woven into the fabric of Asheville, North
Carolina, showcasing the evolution of luxury hospitality in the early 20th century. Nestled in
the scenic Blue Ridge Mountains, the Grove Park Inn has stood as a testament to
architectural innovation, cultural significance, and the enduring allure of mountain retreats.
This article delves into the history of the Grove Park Inn, exploring its origins, architectural
marvels, notable guests, and its transformation over the years.

Origins of the Grove Park Inn

The story of the Grove Park Inn begins in the early 1900s when the area around Asheville
gained popularity as a health resort. The mild climate and stunning natural surroundings
attracted well-to-do visitors, particularly those seeking relief from tuberculosis and other
ailments.

In 1910, Edwin Wiley Grove, a successful businessman and philanthropist from St. Louis,
Missouri, saw the potential for a grand hotel that would cater to the affluent visitors flocking
to the region. Grove purchased a 120-acre tract of land on Sunset Mountain and set out to
create a luxurious establishment that combined comfort with breathtaking views.

Construction and Design

The construction of the Grove Park Inn began in 1912 and was completed in 1913. The inn
was designed by architect Albert Kelsey, who incorporated elements of the Arts and Crafts
movement into the design. The building is renowned for its use of native stone, blending
harmoniously with the surrounding landscape.

Some notable aspects of its construction include:



- Local Materials: The inn was constructed using over 600,000 pieces of granite and stone,
sourced from the Blue Ridge Mountains, ensuring that it complemented its natural
surroundings.

- Innovative Architecture: The design featured a grand front porch, expansive lobby with a
massive fireplace, and an impressive array of guest accommodations, making it one of the
most luxurious hotels of its time.

- Green Roofs: The Grove Park Inn was also one of the first hotels to incorporate green
roofs, promoting sustainability long before it became a common practice in architecture.

Opening and Early Years

The Grove Park Inn officially opened its doors on July 12, 1913. Its launch was met with
enthusiasm, drawing a mix of wealthy visitors, including prominent figures from various
industries. The inn quickly became a social hub, hosting lavish events and attracting
notable guests, including presidents, celebrities, and dignitaries.

Notable Guests and Events

Throughout its early years, the Grove Park Inn welcomed a host of famous guests who
contributed to its legendary status:

1. President Woodrow Wilson: The 28th President of the United States was known to have
visited the inn during his presidency, solidifying its reputation as a high-profile destination.

2. Thomas Edison: The famous inventor was a frequent visitor, drawn by the inn's stunning
views and relaxing atmosphere.

3. F. Scott Fitzgerald: The renowned author spent time at the Grove Park Inn, where he is
said to have worked on some of his most famous works.

In addition to hosting notable figures, the inn became a venue for significant events,
including:

- The 1920 Democratic National Convention: Held in the inn's grand ballroom, this event
marked a pivotal moment in American politics.

- Various Artistic Gatherings: The inn often served as a meeting point for artists, musicians,
and writers, fostering a creative environment that contributed to the cultural richness of the
region.

Architectural Features

One of the defining characteristics of the Grove Park Inn is its stunning architectural
features that have evolved over the years.



The Great Hall

The Great Hall is perhaps the most iconic area of the inn, with its soaring ceilings, massive
stone fireplace, and rustic wooden beams. This space serves as a gathering area for guests
and hosts events, showcasing the grandeur of the inn’s design.

Guest Accommodations

The inn originally featured 150 guest rooms, but over the years, it has expanded to include
more than 500 accommodations, offering various styles ranging from traditional rooms to
luxurious suites. Each room maintains a connection to the inn's heritage while providing
modern amenities for guests.

The Spa and Wellness Center

In recent years, the Grove Park Inn has expanded its offerings to include a world-class spa
and wellness center. Opened in 2001, the spa features treatments that emphasize
relaxation and rejuvenation, drawing inspiration from the natural beauty of the surrounding
mountains.

Challenges and Restoration

Despite its success, the Grove Park Inn has faced challenges throughout its history. The
Great Depression in the 1930s had a significant impact on tourism, and the inn struggled to
maintain its operations.

In the 1970s, the hotel was sold to a series of owners, and its condition began to decline.
However, in the mid-1990s, a major restoration effort was initiated to restore the inn to its
former glory. This revitalization project was a labor of love, focusing on preserving the
original architectural integrity while modernizing facilities.

Modern Era and Legacy

Today, the Grove Park Inn is a member of the Historic Hotels of America and continues to
attract visitors from around the world. The inn has hosted numerous prestigious events,
including the National Gingerbread House Competition, which celebrates creativity and
craftsmanship during the holiday season.

The legacy of the Grove Park Inn extends beyond its luxurious accommodations. It has
played a significant role in the cultural and social history of Asheville, serving as a backdrop
for countless stories of leisure, creativity, and connection.



Community Impact

The inn has also had a profound impact on the local community, providing employment
opportunities and supporting local businesses. Its presence has contributed to Asheville's
reputation as a tourist destination, drawing visitors who come to experience the unique
blend of history, culture, and natural beauty.

Conclusion

The Grove Park Inn history is a remarkable journey through time, reflecting the evolution
of hospitality amidst the breathtaking backdrop of the Blue Ridge Mountains. From its
humble beginnings in the early 1900s to its status as a premier luxury destination today,
the inn has remained a cherished landmark in Asheville. Its architectural beauty, storied
past, and commitment to excellence ensure that the Grove Park Inn will continue to
captivate guests for generations to come. Whether for a weekend getaway or a special
event, the inn stands as a celebration of history, luxury, and the enduring spirit of the
mountains.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Grove Park Inn established?

The Grove Park Inn was established in 1913.

Who was the architect behind the design of the Grove
Park Inn?

The Grove Park Inn was designed by architect Charles Stewart Maurice.

What is significant about the construction of the Grove
Park Inn?

The Grove Park Inn is notable for its use of local granite and its Arts and Crafts architectural
style.

Which famous American figures have stayed at the
Grove Park Inn?

Notable guests include Thomas Edison, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and President Franklin D.
Roosevelt.

What historical event did the Grove Park Inn host



during World War 11?

During World War Il, the Grove Park Inn was used as a military hospital.

What unique feature is found in the Grove Park Inn's
lobby?

The lobby features a grand fireplace made from local stone, which is one of the largest in
the country.

What renovations have been made to the Grove Park
Inn over the years?

The Grove Park Inn has undergone several renovations, including updates to guest rooms
and the addition of a spa in the early 2000s.

Is the Grove Park Inn recognized in any historical
registries?

Yes, the Grove Park Inn is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

What amenities does the Grove Park Inn offer today?

Today, the Grove Park Inn offers luxury accommodations, a spa, golf courses, and fine
dining.

How has the Grove Park Inn contributed to the local

community?

The Grove Park Inn has been a significant contributor to the local economy and culture,
hosting numerous events and supporting local businesses.
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