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The novel "Hatchet" by Gary Paulsen is a compelling tale of survival and self-discovery. This study guide
aims to provide readers with a comprehensive understanding of the book’s themes, characters, settings, and
significant events. Whether you are a student preparing for an exam, a teacher seeking discussion points
for the classroom, or a reader wanting to delve deeper into the text, this guide is designed to enhance your
experience of "Hatchet".

Overview of the Novel

"Hatchet" tells the story of a thirteen-year-old boy named Brian Robeson, who becomes stranded in the
Canadian wilderness after the pilot of the small plane he is traveling in has a heart attack. Armed only with
a hatchet, a gift from his mother, Brian must navigate the challenges of survival while grappling with his
personal struggles, including his parents' divorce.

Key Themes

Understanding the core themes of "Hatchet" is essential for grasping the novel's deeper meanings:

1. Survival: The most prominent theme, as Brian learns to fend for himself in the wilderness. His journey



illustrates the instincts and skills necessary for survival.

2. Isolation: Brian’s solitary experience in nature allows for deep introspection and personal growth. The
isolation forces him to confront his emotions and thoughts.

3. Resilience: Brian’s determination to survive despite numerous setbacks exemplifies human resilience. His
ability to adapt to challenging circumstances is a central focus of the narrative.

4. Self-Discovery: Throughout his ordeal, Brian learns not only how to survive but also about his own
strength and capabilities. The wilderness becomes a catalyst for his transformation.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Hatchet" are pivotal to the narrative, with Brian being the primary focus.

Brian Robeson

- Background: Brian is a typical teenager dealing with the emotional turmoil of his parents' divorce. He
starts the story feeling helpless and overwhelmed.
- Character Growth: Over the course of the novel, Brian evolves from a scared boy into a resourceful
survivor. His experiences teach him valuable lessons about perseverance and self-reliance.
- Symbolism of the Hatchet: The hatchet represents survival, hope, and the connection to his mother. It is
both a tool for survival and a symbol of Brian's inner strength.

Secondary Characters

While Brian is the focal character, there are other important figures that contribute to the story:

- The Pilot: Though he has a brief appearance, the pilot’s heart attack sets the stage for Brian’s survival
journey.
- Brian's Mother: She represents the emotional weight Brian carries, and his memories of her help him
throughout his struggles.
- Brian's Father: He embodies the impact of Brian’s family situation, which adds depth to Brian's internal
conflict.



Setting

The setting of "Hatchet" plays a crucial role in shaping the story.

Canadian Wilderness

- Description: The vast and often unforgiving Canadian wilderness serves as both the backdrop and a
character in its own right. It is filled with challenges, beauty, and danger.
- Impact on Brian: The wilderness forces Brian to confront his fears and insecurities, shaping his journey
from adolescence to maturity.

Time Period

The novel is set in a contemporary time frame, allowing readers to relate to Brian's experiences and the
modern-day challenges of survival.

Plot Summary

Understanding the plot is crucial for an in-depth analysis of the novel. Here’s a brief summary of the key
events:

1. The Plane Crash: Brian boards a single-engine plane to visit his father in Canada. The pilot suffers a heart
attack, leading to a crash landing in a remote lake.

2. Stranded Alone: Brian survives the crash but finds himself alone in the wilderness with no supplies apart
from his hatchet.

3. Initial Struggles: He faces numerous challenges, including finding food, building shelter, and dealing
with wildlife. His initial attempts often end in failure, deepening his despair.

4. A Turning Point: After a series of hardships, Brian discovers his resilience. He learns to make fire, hunt
for food, and construct a shelter.

5. Dealing with Trauma: Brian confronts memories of his parents' divorce and his feelings of guilt and
anger, which affect his survival mentality.

6. The Moose Attack: A pivotal moment occurs when Brian is attacked by a moose, leading to a critical



realization about his place in the wilderness.

7. Rescue: After several weeks, Brian finds a survival pack in the lake, which contains supplies and a
transmitter. He activates it, leading to his rescue.

Literary Devices

Paulsen employs various literary devices that enhance the storytelling in "Hatchet":

Imagery

The vivid descriptions of nature evoke strong images in the reader's mind, allowing them to experience
Brian's environment. Paulsen’s use of sensory details brings the wilderness to life.

Symbolism

Several symbols are woven throughout the narrative:
- The Hatchet: Represents survival and the connection to Brian’s mother.
- Nature: Symbolizes both danger and healing, reflecting Brian’s internal journey.

Foreshadowing

Paulsen utilizes foreshadowing to hint at future events, such as the initial turbulence of the flight, which
prepares readers for the impending crash.

Discussion Questions

Engaging with the text can deepen understanding. Here are some thought-provoking questions:

1. How does Brian’s perspective on life change throughout the story?
2. What role does nature play in Brian's development?
3. In what ways does the hatchet symbolize Brian's growth?
4. How do Brian’s memories of his family influence his survival journey?
5. What lessons about resilience and self-reliance can be drawn from Brian's experiences?



Conclusion

"Hatchet" is more than just a survival story; it is a profound exploration of human resilience and self-
discovery. Through Brian's journey, readers are invited to reflect on their own lives and the challenges
they face. This study guide serves as a resource for understanding the intricate layers of the narrative,
enhancing both enjoyment and comprehension of Gary Paulsen’s remarkable novel. Whether for academic
purposes or personal reflection, "Hatchet" offers timeless lessons on survival, growth, and the strength of the
human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Hatchet'?
The main theme of 'Hatchet' is survival and self-discovery, highlighting how the protagonist, Brian, learns
to rely on himself and adapt to his environment after a plane crash.

Who is the author of 'Hatchet'?
'Hatchet' is written by Gary Paulsen.

What are some key survival skills Brian learns in 'Hatchet'?
Brian learns various survival skills such as building a shelter, finding food, starting a fire, and navigating
the wilderness.

How does Brian's character evolve throughout the story?
Brian evolves from a scared and uncertain boy into a confident and resourceful survivor who learns to face
challenges head-on.

What role does the 'Secret' play in Brian's life?
The 'Secret' refers to Brian's knowledge of his mother's affair, which causes him emotional turmoil and
affects his mental state throughout the story.

What is the significance of the hatchet in the novel?
The hatchet symbolizes survival and self-sufficiency; it becomes Brian's primary tool for survival and
represents his connection to his past and his ability to thrive in the wilderness.



What challenges does Brian face while alone in the wilderness?
Brian faces numerous challenges, including finding food, shelter, dealing with wildlife, and coping with his
loneliness and despair.

How does nature play a role in 'Hatchet'?
Nature plays a crucial role as both a source of sustenance and a formidable adversary, shaping Brian's
experiences and growth throughout his journey.

What is the climax of 'Hatchet'?
The climax occurs when Brian faces a tornado that destroys his shelter and forces him to confront the
unpredictability of nature, testing his survival skills.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Hatchet'?
Readers can learn about resilience, the importance of adaptability, the value of self-reliance, and the need to
confront and overcome personal challenges.
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Fuentes del Derecho Mercantil: Concepto, Cuáles Son y Jerarquía
Las fuentes del derecho mercantil son las fuentes formales que originan o constituyen normas
aplicables al comercio, son diversas y tienen una jerarquía.

Derecho Mercantil (Fuentes, Características, Importancia, Ramas ...
Dec 4, 2019 · El derecho mercantil o derecho comercial, es la rama del Derecho Privado que está
constituido por un conjunto de normas que regulan todo lo relacionado con los actos que la ley
califica como actos de comercio.

Derecho Mercantil - Concepto, características e importancia
El derecho mercantil contempla tres fuentes principales: La ley. Dado que el derecho mercantil es
también una forma de derecho positivo, posee una normativa escrita y publicada de los códigos que
constituyen la ley mercantil. La costumbre.

Que son y cuáles son las fuentes del derecho mercantil y para que nos ...
Feb 7, 2024 · En el ámbito del derecho mercantil, es fundamental comprender las diversas fuentes
que lo rigen para garantizar un adecuado funcionamiento de las relaciones comerciales. A
continuación, se presenta una descripción …
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Las fuentes del Derecho Mercantil 【Guía con 4 Ejemplos】
Apr 15, 2024 · A modo de resumen, ya dominas las fuentes del Derecho Mercantil: sabes que son el
Código de Comercio, las Leyes Mercantiles Especiales, los usos de comercio, y el Derecho Civil de
forma supletoria.

Hey I've got a google assessment link, what to expect? - Reddit
Feb 16, 2024 · This is the following mail i've received from google for a development role, Can
anyone please let me know what i can expect for it, i.e if it has behavioral questions or …

Samsung Health not reading data from Health Connect : r ... - Reddit
Mar 12, 2023 · Hello OP, I'm Paul from Health Connect Support. We've been receiving similar
reports regarding failed syncs via Health Connect using Samsung Health. We've already …

Why do I get the email everyday: "noreply-dmarc …
Jan 13, 2022 · To discuss mostly Google Workspace (G Suite) administration related topics, but also
from the end user perspective.

Is this Google email legit? : r/GMail - Reddit
Nov 24, 2021 · Hi! I've received an email from Google saying that one of my accounts passwords has
been leaked and that i needed to change it. I clicked the link in the email and and then i …

Google reCAPTCHA price changes : r/Firebase - Reddit
Just got the following email from Google. “Starting April 1, 2024, the following price changes will be
available with Google reCAPTCHA: Inclusion of transaction protection in reCAPTCHA …

Anybody else get this email? - Notice of Class Action ... - Reddit
Aug 4, 2020 · Anybody else get this email? - Notice of Class Action Settlement re Google Plus – Your
Rights May Be Affected : r/google r/google r/google

Email from friendupdates@facebookmail.com : r/Scams
Sep 28, 2023 · A reminder of the rules in r/scams. No personal information (including last names,
phone numbers, etc). Be civil to one another (no name calling or insults). Personal army …

r/googlecloud on Reddit: Why google cloud takes time to send …
May 23, 2020 · Why google cloud takes time to send final confirmation mail on google cloud
certification?

GOOGLE *TEMPORARY HOLD g.co/helppay : r/Banking - Reddit
Dec 9, 2021 · A place to discuss the in and outs of banking. Community, regional investment,
commercial or consumer, come on in. Please review subreddit rules before posting.

FBI investigation notice from Google Is this real? : r/Scams - Reddit
May 30, 2024 · It does look legit, and the e-mail address they’re asking OP to write to is
@google.com.
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