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Understanding how to use the verb "gustar" and its counterparts is essential for anyone learning
Spanish. Unlike in English, where the subject typically comes first (e.g., "I like ice cream"), in
Spanish, the structure is reversed. The focus is on what is liked rather than who likes it. This article
will explore "gustar," similar verbs, their conjugation, usage, and provide a comprehensive
worksheet to help learners practice.

Understanding Gustar

The verb "gustar" translates to "to like" in English, but it operates quite differently in terms of
structure. The fundamental concept is that "gustar" indicates that something is pleasing to someone



rather than that someone likes something.

Structure of Gustar

The structure of a basic sentence using "gustar" is as follows:

- Subject (the thing that is liked) + verb (gustar) + indirect object pronoun (the person who likes it).

For instance:

- Me gusta el helado. (Ice cream pleases me.)

In this example:
- "el helado" is the subject.
- "gustar" is conjugated to agree with "el helado" (singular).
- "me" is the indirect object pronoun for "I."

Conjugation of Gustar

The verb "gustar" is conjugated based on the subject (the thing that is liked). Here are the present
tense forms:

- Gusta (singular nouns or infinitives)
- Gustan (plural nouns)

Examples:
- Me gusta la pizza. (I like pizza.)
- Me gustan las galletas. (I like cookies.)

Indirect Object Pronouns

Before diving into similar verbs, it’s crucial to understand indirect object pronouns, as they are an
integral part of forming sentences with "gustar."

List of Indirect Object Pronouns

| Pronoun | English Equivalent |
|---------|--------------------|
| me | to me |
| te | to you (informal) |
| le | to him/her/you (formal) |
| nos | to us |
| os | to you all (informal, Spain) |



| les | to them/you all (formal) |

Similar Verbs to Gustar

Several other Spanish verbs follow a similar structure to "gustar." These verbs express feelings of
preference or affection in a way that focuses on what is being liked rather than who is doing the
liking. Here are some notable examples:

1. Encantar

"Encantar" means "to love" or "to delight." It is used for things that one loves passionately.

- Structure: Subject + encantar + Indirect Object Pronoun

Examples:
- Me encanta la música. (Music delights me.)
- Te encantan los libros. (Books delight you.)

2. Interesar

"Interesar" translates to "to interest." It indicates that something piques someone’s interest.

- Structure: Subject + interesar + Indirect Object Pronoun

Examples:
- Me interesa la historia. (History interests me.)
- Nos interesan las ciencias. (The sciences interest us.)

3. Molestar

"Molestar" means "to bother" or "to annoy." It indicates that something is bothersome to someone.

- Structure: Subject + molestar + Indirect Object Pronoun

Examples:
- Me molesta el ruido. (The noise bothers me.)
- Les molestan las mentiras. (Lies bother them.)

4. Faltar

"Faltar" translates to "to lack" or "to be missing." It indicates that something is missing from a



person.

- Structure: Subject + faltar + Indirect Object Pronoun

Examples:
- Me falta tiempo. (I lack time.)
- Te faltan libros. (You are missing books.)

5. Importar

"Importar" means "to matter" or "to be important." It expresses the importance of something to
someone.

- Structure: Subject + importar + Indirect Object Pronoun

Examples:
- Me importa tu opinión. (Your opinion matters to me.)
- Les importan los resultados. (The results matter to them.)

Forming Sentences with Gustar and Similar Verbs

When forming sentences with "gustar" and its similar verbs, follow a systematic approach:

1. Identify the Subject: Determine what is being liked, loved, or mattered.
2. Choose the Correct Verb Form: Conjugate the verb according to whether the subject is singular or
plural.
3. Apply the Indirect Object Pronoun: Use the appropriate pronoun based on who is experiencing the
emotion.

Practice Examples

- What do you like?
- Me gusta el café. (I like coffee.)

- What do they love?
- Les encanta viajar. (They love to travel.)

- What interests you?
- Te interesa la literatura. (Literature interests you.)

Worksheet for Practicing Gustar and Similar Verbs

To reinforce the understanding of "gustar" and similar verbs, here’s a worksheet containing



exercises for practice.

Exercise 1: Fill in the Blanks

Complete the sentences using "gustar," "encantar," "interesar," "molestar," "faltar," or "importar."

1. A mí _______ el chocolate. (gustar)
2. A ti _______ los deportes. (encantar)
3. A ella _______ la ciencia. (interesar)
4. A nosotros _______ el ruido. (molestar)
5. A ellos _______ la verdad. (importar)

Exercise 2: Rewrite the Sentences

Rewrite the following sentences using the correct indirect object pronouns and verbs.

1. I like the movie. (gustar)
- Me _______ la película.

2. She loves the flowers. (encantar)
- A ella _______ las flores.

3. They are bothered by the traffic. (molestar)
- A ellos _______ el tráfico.

Exercise 3: Create Your Own Sentences

Create five sentences using "gustar" and five sentences using similar verbs. Be sure to vary the
subjects and objects.

1. Example using gustar:
- A mí _______ la pizza.

2. Example using encantar:
- A ti _______ el cine.

Conclusion

The usage of "gustar" and similar verbs can initially confuse learners of Spanish due to their unique
grammatical structure. However, with a clear understanding of indirect object pronouns and the
conjugation rules for these verbs, students can effectively express their preferences and feelings in
Spanish. Practicing through exercises and worksheets will reinforce this knowledge, making it easier
to use these verbs in everyday conversation. By integrating the practice of "gustar" and its



counterparts into learning, students can achieve greater fluency and confidence in their Spanish
communication skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary function of the verb 'gustar' in Spanish?
'Gustar' is used to express likes and preferences, typically meaning 'to like' in English.

How do you conjugate 'gustar' for different subjects?
'Gustar' is typically conjugated in the third person, using 'gusta' for singular subjects and 'gustan'
for plural subjects.

What are some common verbs that are similar to 'gustar' in
usage?
Common similar verbs include 'encantar' (to love), 'interesar' (to interest), and 'importar' (to matter).

How do you structure a sentence with 'gustar'?
The structure usually follows the format: Indirect object pronoun + 'gustar' + subject. For example,
'A mí me gusta el libro.'

What role do indirect object pronouns play with 'gustar'?
Indirect object pronouns (me, te, le, nos, les) indicate who likes the subject of the verb and must
agree with the person liking.

Can you give an example of using 'encantar' in a sentence?
Sure! 'A ellos les encanta la música.' means 'They love music.' Here, 'encanta' is used in a similar
way to 'gustar.'
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