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We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar
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Field and fountain, moor and mountain following yonder star
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- Star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright
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Westward leading, still proceeding guide us to thy Perfect Light
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2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown Him again
King forever, ceasing never over us all to reign

O Star of wonder, star of night, Star with roval beauty bright
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to Thy perfect light.

3. Frankincense to offer have I, incense owns a Deity nigh
Prayer and praising, all men raising, worship Him, God most high.

4, Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume, breathes of life of gathering gloom
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

O Star of wonder ...

5. Glorious now behold Him arise King and God and Sacrifice
Alleluia, Alleluia Earth to heav'n replies.

0 Star of wonder....



Understanding Guitar Chords for "We Three Kings"

Guitar chords for We Three Kings are a vital part of playing this classic Christmas carol, which
celebrates the journey of the Magi to find the newborn King. This song, also known as "We Three
Kings of Orient Are," has become a staple in holiday music repertoires across various genres. In this
article, we will explore the guitar chords for this beloved song, discuss its structure, and provide tips
for mastering the chords.

Song Background

"We Three Kings" was written in 1857 by John Henry Hopkins Jr. It was originally composed for a
Christmas pageant in New York City and has since gained popularity around the world. The song tells
the story of the three wise men who traveled from the East, guided by a star, to present gifts to the
newborn Jesus. The melody is majestic, making it suitable for both congregational singing and solo
performances.

Chords Overview

The key of the song is typically in C major, which makes it accessible for guitar players of all levels.
The following chords are primarily used in the song:

-C
-F
-G
-Am
- D7

These chords provide a rich harmonic background that supports the melody beautifully. Below, you
will find a breakdown of the chords along with their finger placements.

Chord Diagrams

Here are the chord diagrams for the chords mentioned above:

- C Major



Chord Progression for "We Three Kings"

The chord progression for "We Three Kings" is relatively straightforward, making it easy for beginners
to follow along. The song consists of several verses, each with a similar chord structure. Below, we'll
outline the chord progression for the verses.



Verse Structure

The basic chord progression for each verse can be summarized as follows:

We three kings of Orient are)

Bearing qgifts we traverse afar)

Field and fountain, moor and mountain)
Following yonder star)

1. C(
2.F(
3.C(
4. G (

This progression repeats for the following lines, with slight variations in the lyrics.

Complete Chord Progression for Each Verse

Here is the complete chord progression for the entire verse:

- Verse 1

C

We three kings of Orient are,

F

Bearing gifts we traverse afar.

C

Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
G

Following yonder star.

- Chorus

C

O star of wonder, star of night,

F

Star with royal beauty bright;

C

Westward leading, still proceeding,
G

Guide us to thy perfect light.

Repeat similar structures for subsequent verses.

Playing Techniques

To enhance your performance of "We Three Kings," consider the following playing techniques:

Strumming Patterns

A steady strumming pattern complements the melody well. Here are some suggested strumming



patterns:

- Basic Down-Up Pattern:
Down, Down-Up, Up-Down-Up
- Waltz Style (3/4):

Down, Down, Down-Up

Experiment with these patterns to find what best suits your style and the mood of the song.

Fingerpicking Option

For a more intricate sound, try fingerpicking the chords. Use your thumb for the bass notes and your
index, middle, and ring fingers for the higher strings. A simple arpeggio pattern could involve picking
the root note followed by the higher strings in succession.

Performance Tips

Here are some tips to help you deliver a compelling performance of "We Three Kings":

Practice Regularly

Dedicate time each day to practice the chords and transitions. The more comfortable you become
with the chord shapes and progressions, the more confident you will feel while playing.

Play Along with the Song

Use recordings of "We Three Kings" to practice playing along. This will help you get a feel for the
timing, dynamics, and flow of the song.

Vary Your Dynamics

Consider varying your volume and intensity throughout the song. Start softly and build up during the
chorus to create a more dynamic performance.

Use a Capo for Different Keys

If you are playing with a vocalist, you might need to adjust the key. Using a capo allows you to easily
change the key without having to learn new chord shapes. For example, placing a capo on the second
fret will raise the key to D major.



Conclusion

In summary, mastering guitar chords for We Three Kings involves understanding the basic chord
structures, practicing regularly, and applying various playing techniques. This song not only enriches
the Christmas repertoire but also provides an excellent opportunity for guitarists to showcase their
skills. Whether you are performing it solo or with a group, the beauty of "We Three Kings" will
resonate with audiences, spreading the joy of the holiday season. Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic guitar chords for 'We Three Kings'?
The basic chords for 'We Three Kings' are Em, C, D, and G.

Are there any capo recommendations for playing ‘We Three
Kings'?

You can use a capo on the 2nd fret to make the chords easier to play, allowing you to use the same
chords but in a higher key.

Can | play 'We Three Kings' using only open chords?

Yes, you can play 'We Three Kings' using open chords like Em, C, D, and G, which are beginner-
friendly.

What is the strumming pattern for 'We Three Kings'?

A common strumming pattern for 'We Three Kings' is down, down-up, up, down-up.

How can | simplify 'We Three Kings' for beginners?

To simplify the song for beginners, stick to the basic chords and use a simple strumming pattern.

Is 'We Three Kings' suitable for guitar duets?

Yes, 'We Three Kings' can be arranged for guitar duets, with one guitar playing chords and the other
playing melody or harmonies.

Are there any notable guitar arrangements for 'We Three
Kings'?

Yes, there are various notable guitar arrangements available online, including fingerstyle and classical
versions.

What key is ‘We Three Kings' originally in?
The original key of 'We Three Kings' is typically in the key of C.



Can | find online tutorials for 'We Three Kings' guitar chords?

Yes, there are many online tutorials and videos that provide step-by-step instructions for playing 'We
Three Kings' on guitar.
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