Hades Beginners Guide

Hades beginners guide: If you're stepping into the vibrant world of Hades,
you're about to embark on an exhilarating journey through the underworld.
This rogue-like dungeon crawler, developed by Supergiant Games, combines
fast-paced combat, a rich narrative, and stunning art to create an engaging
experience. As you take on the role of Zagreus, the son of Hades, your goal
is to escape the Underworld and reach Mount Olympus. This guide will provide
you with essential tips and strategies to help you navigate the challenges
that lie ahead.

Understanding the Basics

Before diving into the depths of Hades, it’s important to grasp the
fundamental mechanics of the game. Here’s what you need to know:

Game Structure

Hades is structured around a series of 'runs' through a procedurally
generated dungeon. Each run consists of various chambers filled with enemies,
treasures, and challenges. The main components include:

- Chambers: Each chamber presents a different encounter or event. These can
involve combat, rewards, or story elements.

- Boons: These are powerful upgrades granted by the Olympian gods that
enhance your abilities.

- Weapons: You can choose from a selection of different weapons, each with
unique playstyles and abilities.



Controls and Combat

The controls are intuitive, allowing for fluid movement and combat.
Familiarize yourself with:

- Basic Attacks: Use your weapon's basic attack to deal damage.

- Special Attacks: Each weapon has a special move that can be activated for
more powerful damage.

- Dashing: Dashing is crucial for dodging attacks and repositioning yourself
during combat.

Practice makes perfect, so spend time getting comfortable with the controls
and understanding the flow of combat.

Choosing Your Weapons

The game offers several weapons, each with distinct mechanics. As a beginner,
it’s wise to experiment with each one to find your preferred style. Here'’s a
brief overview of the available weapons:

1. Stygius (Sword): Balanced weapon, great for close combat.

2. Varatha (Spear): Offers range and a thrusting attack, allowing you to
keep enemies at bay.

3. Aegis (Shield): Provides defensive capabilities along with the ability
to throw the shield for ranged damage.

4. Malphon (Twin Fists): Fast, combo-based attacks that excel at close
range.

5. Exagryph (Rail Gun): A ranged weapon with a unique firing mechanism,
perfect for those who prefer distance.

Try each weapon in different runs to see which fits your playstyle best.

Understanding Boons

One of the core mechanics of Hades is the acquisition of Boons. These
enhancements significantly impact your gameplay and can turn the tide of
battle.



Types of Boons

There are three primary categories of boons:

e Attack Boons: Enhance your basic attacks, increasing damage or adding
effects.

e Special Boons: Improve your special attacks, adding powerful effects or
higher damage.

e Defensive Boons: Offer improvements to your dodge, damage reduction, or
health restoration.

Choosing Boons Wisely

When presented with a choice of boons, consider your current weapon and
playstyle. Some combinations can be overwhelmingly powerful, while others may
leave you vulnerable. Here are some tips for selecting boons:

- Focus on synergies: Some boons work exceptionally well together. For
example, combining Artemis's critical hit boons with a weapon that has fast
attack speed can maximize damage output.

- Balance offense and defense: While it's tempting to go all-in on damage,
make sure to also invest in defensive options to survive tougher encounters.
- Adapt to your enemies: If you encounter enemies that deal high damage or
have specific resistances, choose boons that counter their strengths.

Managing Resources

Throughout your runs, you'll collect various resources that are crucial for
progression. Understanding how to manage these resources effectively will
enhance your chances of escaping the Underworld.

Key Resources

- Obol: The currency used to purchase upgrades and items in the shop.

- Chthonic Keys: Used to unlock new weapons and upgrades in your hub area.

- Titan’'s Blood: A rare resource used to upgrade your weapons, enhancing
their abilities.

- Ambrosia: This resource is essential for building relationships with other
characters and unlocking additional story content.



Spending Resources

Be strategic about how you spend your resources. Prioritize:

- Unlocking new weapons and upgrades early on to diversify your combat
options.

- Purchasing health upgrades or items from Charon's shop to sustain your run.
- Investing in relationships with characters to unlock powerful upgrades and
narrative elements.

Familiarizing Yourself with Enemies

Understanding the different enemy types you’ll encounter is crucial for
survival. Each enemy has its own attack patterns and weaknesses.

Common Enemy Types

- Skeletons: Basic melee attackers that can overwhelm you in numbers.

- Mages: Ranged attackers that can deal significant damage; prioritize taking
them out first.

- Bosses: Each level culminates in a boss fight, requiring you to adapt your
strategy and exploit their weaknesses.

Upgrading Your Abilities

As you progress, you'll have opportunities to upgrade your character and
abilities. Make use of these enhancements to improve your chances of success.

Building Your Character

- Skills: Invest in skills that complement your chosen weapon and playstyle.
- Relationships: Building relationships with other characters can lead to
powerful upgrades and insights into the game’s lore.

- Mirror of Night: Use this to unlock permanent upgrades that will benefit
every run, enhancing your overall effectiveness.

Utilizing the Hub Area

Between runs, you can return to your home base, where you can interact with
various characters, upgrade your abilities, and learn more about the story.



Key Features of the Hub Area

- The Mirror of Night: Spend Darkness to unlock permanent upgrades.

- The Fated List of Minor Prophecies: A list of tasks that can reward you
with various items.

- Character Interactions: Building relationships with characters can yield
valuable story elements and gameplay bonuses.

Conclusion

As you dive into your first runs in Hades, remember that practice and
experimentation are key. Embrace the challenges and learn from each attempt.
With the tips outlined in this Hades beginners guide, you'll be well-equipped
to tackle the trials of the Underworld. Enjoy the journey, and may you find
success in your quest to escape!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best starting weapons for beginners in

Hades?

For beginners, the Stygius (the Stygian Blade) is highly recommended due to
its balanced stats and straightforward combo attacks. The Coronacht (the
Heart-Seeking Bow) is also a great choice for players who prefer ranged
combat.

How can new players effectively manage their
resources in Hades?

New players should focus on collecting Chthonic Keys to unlock new weapons,
and Darkness to upgrade their abilities. It's also important to spend Gems on
upgrading the House of Hades for permanent bonuses.

What is the importance of boons in Hades, and which
should beginners prioritize?

Boons from gods greatly enhance your abilities. Beginners should prioritize
Aphrodite's boons for extra damage and survivability, and Artemis's for
critical hit potential, as both can significantly improve combat
effectiveness.

How can beginners improve their chances of survival



in Hades?

Beginners can improve their survival by learning enemy attack patterns,
utilizing the dodge mechanic effectively, and making strategic use of the
environment. Additionally, choosing boons that enhance defense or healing can
help.

What are some tips for defeating bosses as a
beginner in Hades?

To defeat bosses, beginners should focus on learning their attack patterns,
maintaining distance when necessary, and using the environment for cover.
Upgrading your weapons and choosing the right boons before each boss fight
can also make a significant difference.
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Unlock the secrets of the Underworld with our comprehensive Hades beginners guide. Master
gameplay tips and strategies—discover how to conquer Hades today!
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