
Ham Radio General Class Study Guide

Ham radio general class study guide is an essential resource for anyone looking to upgrade their

amateur radio license from Technician to General. The General Class license allows operators to

access a broader range of frequencies, making it a crucial step for enthusiasts interested in expanding

their capabilities and exploring long-distance communication. This article will provide a comprehensive

study guide that covers key topics, resources, and tips to prepare for the General Class exam.



Understanding the General Class License

What is a General Class License?

The General Class license is the second tier of amateur radio licensing in the United States. It permits

operators to use frequencies from the HF (High Frequency) bands, which are essential for long-

distance communication, often referred to as “DXing.” This license brings with it a wealth of privileges,

including:

- Access to various HF bands (such as 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, and 12 meters)

- The ability to communicate internationally

- Expanded operating privileges on VHF/UHF bands

Eligibility Requirements

To obtain a General Class license, candidates must:

1. Hold a valid Technician Class license.

2. Successfully pass the General Class examination, which consists of 35 multiple-choice questions

covering various topics.

Core Topics to Study

To prepare for the exam, it’s important to understand the key topics outlined in the question pool. The

following sections break down these topics to help you structure your study efforts effectively.



1. Radio Theory

Understanding radio theory is crucial for any amateur radio operator. Key concepts include:

- Basic Electrical Properties: Voltage, current, resistance, and power calculations using Ohm’s Law.

- AC and DC Circuits: Differences between alternating current (AC) and direct current (DC), including

their applications in radio systems.

- Components: Knowledge of resistors, capacitors, inductors, and their roles in circuits.

2. Operating Procedures

Proper operating procedures ensure efficient communication and compliance with regulations.

Essential areas to focus on include:

- Call Signs: Understanding the structure of call signs and how to properly identify yourself on air.

- Emergency Communications: Protocols for emergency communications and how to assist in crises.

- Operating Modes: Familiarity with various modes of operation, including SSB, CW, and digital modes.

3. Radio Equipment and Accessories

Knowledge of equipment is vital for successful operation. Important aspects include:

- Transceivers: How to select and operate HF transceivers, including frequency selection and tuning.

- Antenna Systems: Types of antennas (dipole, vertical, Yagi) and their characteristics, along with

installation tips.

- Propagation: Understanding how radio waves propagate, including factors like ionosphere and solar

activity.



4. Rules and Regulations

Awareness of the rules governing amateur radio operation is essential. Key points include:

- FCC Regulations: Familiarity with Part 97 of the FCC rules, including operating within your license

privileges.

- Control Operators: Understanding the responsibilities of control operators and the importance of

proper supervision.

- Prohibited Communications: Recognizing the types of communications that are not permitted, such

as commercial communications.

Study Resources

Utilizing the right study resources can significantly enhance your preparation. The following resources

are highly recommended:

1. Books and Manuals

- “The ARRL General Class License Manual”: A comprehensive guide that covers all necessary topics

with practice questions.

- “Ham Radio for Dummies”: A user-friendly introduction to ham radio, including tips and tricks for

operating effectively.

2. Online Courses and Practice Exams

- ARRL Online Courses: The American Radio Relay League offers online courses specifically designed

for General Class exam preparation.



- QRZ.com Practice Exams: A popular website that provides practice exams where you can test your

knowledge across various topics.

3. Study Groups and Forums

Engaging with other amateur radio enthusiasts can provide additional insights and motivation. Consider

joining:

- Local Ham Radio Clubs: These clubs often offer study sessions and mentorship for those preparing

for their exams.

- Online Forums: Websites such as QRZ.com and Reddit’s r/amateurradio have forums where you can

ask questions and share resources.

Study Strategies

Effective study strategies can make a significant difference in your preparation. Here are some tips:

1. Create a Study Schedule

- Dedicate specific times each week to study.

- Break down topics into manageable sections and set goals for each session.

2. Use Flashcards

- Create flashcards for key terms, formulas, and regulations to reinforce your memory.

- Test yourself regularly to gauge your understanding and retention.



3. Take Practice Exams

- Regularly practice with mock exams to familiarize yourself with the format and timing of the real test.

- Analyze your results to identify weak areas that need more focus.

4. Hands-On Experience

- If possible, get on the air and practice operating. This will increase your confidence and help

reinforce theoretical knowledge.

- Experiment with different types of equipment and modes to gain practical experience.

Exam Day Preparation

As your exam day approaches, it’s important to be well-prepared. Here are some last-minute tips:

1. Gather Necessary Materials

Ensure you have:

- A valid Technician Class license or proof of eligibility.

- Government-issued photo ID.

- A calculator (if permitted) and any necessary forms required for the exam.

2. Arrive Early



- Plan to arrive at the testing location with plenty of time to spare to avoid any last-minute stress.

3. Stay Calm and Focused

- Take deep breaths and read each question carefully.

- Don’t rush; manage your time effectively to ensure you can answer all questions.

Conclusion

In summary, the ham radio general class study guide serves as a vital tool for aspiring amateur radio

operators looking to upgrade their licenses. By thoroughly understanding the core topics, utilizing

diverse study resources, and employing effective study strategies, you can confidently prepare for the

General Class exam. Remember, the journey of becoming a licensed ham operator is both challenging

and rewarding, opening up a world of communication possibilities. Good luck on your path to becoming

a General Class license holder!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Ham Radio General Class license?

The primary purpose of the Ham Radio General Class license is to allow amateur radio operators to

communicate over a wider range of frequencies and utilize more advanced equipment compared to the

Technician Class.

What topics are covered in the Ham Radio General Class study guide?

The Ham Radio General Class study guide typically covers topics such as radio wave propagation,

equipment operation, regulations, digital modes, and an understanding of electrical principles.



How can I effectively prepare for the Ham Radio General Class exam?

Effective preparation can include studying the official ARRL General Class License Manual, taking

practice exams, joining local amateur radio clubs, and engaging in hands-on operating experiences.

What is the passing score for the Ham Radio General Class exam?

The passing score for the Ham Radio General Class exam is 74%, which means you must correctly

answer at least 26 out of the 35 questions.

Are there any prerequisites for taking the Ham Radio General Class

exam?

There are no formal prerequisites for taking the Ham Radio General Class exam, but it is

recommended to have a Technician Class license to ensure a basic understanding of amateur radio.

What resources are available for studying for the Ham Radio General

Class exam?

Resources include study guides like the ARRL General Class License Manual, online courses,

YouTube tutorials, flashcards, and practice exam websites.

How long is a Ham Radio General Class license valid?

A Ham Radio General Class license is valid for 10 years, after which it must be renewed to continue

operating.

What are the benefits of obtaining a Ham Radio General Class license?

Benefits include access to more frequencies, the ability to operate on various modes (like HF),

improved communication skills, and the opportunity to participate in emergency communications and

public service events.
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material and ace your exam. Discover how today!
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