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GUY DE MAUPASSANT

Guy de Maupassant's "Two Friends": A Tale of Friendship and War

Guy de Maupassant, a prominent French writer of the late 19th century, is celebrated for his mastery
of the short story form. One of his notable works, "Two Friends" ("Deux Amis"), poignantly explores
themes of friendship, loyalty, and the grim realities of war. Set against the backdrop of the Franco-
Prussian War, this narrative delves into the lives of two Parisians, the dynamics of their relationship,
and the harsh consequences of conflict. Through vivid characterization and a gripping plot,
Maupassant reveals the fragility of human bonds in the face of adversity.

Contextual Background

The Franco-Prussian War

The Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871) was a significant conflict that reshaped the political landscape
of Europe. It marked the end of French dominance and the rise of a unified German Empire. The war
caused immense suffering and upheaval, not only on the battlefield but also in the lives of the
civilians caught in its wake. Maupassant, who served in the war, drew upon his experiences to depict
the harsh realities faced by ordinary people during this tumultuous period.



About Guy de Maupassant

Born in 1850 in Normandy, Maupassant became one of the most celebrated short story writers of his
time. His works often reflect the social issues of his era, characterized by a keen observation of
human nature and an ability to convey complex emotions in concise narratives. Maupassant's writing
often features themes of love, death, and the impact of societal norms, making him a key figure in the
naturalist literary movement.

Plot Summary

"Two Friends" revolves around the relationship between two men, Morissot and Sauvage, who are
passionate about fishing. Their friendship is a source of joy and solace amid the chaos of war. As Paris
is besieged, the two men find brief moments of escape in their fishing trips. However, their
camaraderie is put to the ultimate test when they face the grim realities of their circumstances.

Setting the Scene

The story begins with a vivid description of the Parisian landscape, now marred by the effects of war.
Maupassant paints a picture of a city under siege, where the usual joys of life are overshadowed by
fear and uncertainty. The two friends, in search of normalcy, decide to go fishing by the Seine River.
Their enthusiasm for the activity symbolizes a fleeting return to simpler times, away from the horrors
of the battlefield.

The Fishing Trip

During their fishing trip, Morissot and Sauvage share their thoughts and dreams, reflecting the bond
they have developed over the years. Their conversations highlight the themes of camaraderie and the
human spirit's resilience in the face of adversity. This moment of tranquility stands in stark contrast to
the chaos surrounding them, illustrating the power of friendship as a refuge from the harshness of
life.

The Encounter with the Enemy

As the friends enjoy their time together, their peace is shattered when they encounter a group of
Prussian soldiers. The soldiers, representing the oppressive force of war, demand that Morissot and
Sauvage reveal their identities. This moment serves as a turning point in the story, as their friendship
faces an insurmountable challenge. Maupassant skillfully builds tension, forcing the reader to confront
the inevitable clash between the personal and the political.



Thematic Exploration

Maupassant's "Two Friends" delves into several themes that resonate deeply within the human
experience.

Friendship and Loyalty

At the heart of the narrative is the theme of friendship. Morissot and Sauvage's bond showcases the
beauty of companionship, especially in times of adversity. Their loyalty to each other is unwavering,
demonstrating the strength of their relationship. However, the story also raises questions about the
limits of loyalty when faced with the demands of war.

The Impact of War

Maupassant effectively illustrates the devastating impact of war on individuals and society. The joy
that Morissot and Sauvage find in their fishing trip is abruptly interrupted by the harsh realities of
their situation. The story underscores how conflict can disrupt lives, shatter dreams, and test the
strength of human connections.

Irony and Tragedy

The conclusion of "Two Friends" is steeped in irony and tragedy. Despite their steadfastness, the men
fall victim to the very war they sought to escape. Their desire to maintain a sense of normalcy
ultimately leads to their demise, highlighting the futility of individual efforts against the larger forces
of history. Maupassant's poignant ending serves as a powerful commentary on the existential
struggles faced by those caught in the crossfire of war.

Character Analysis

Maupassant's characters are intricately crafted, each embodying different aspects of humanity in the
face of conflict.

Morissot

Morissot is depicted as a passionate and optimistic individual. His love for fishing represents his desire
for peace and tranquility. Throughout the story, Morissot's character reflects a profound sense of
hope, even as the war looms over him. His unwavering loyalty to Sauvage underscores the depth of
their friendship, making his eventual fate all the more tragic.



Sauvage

Sauvage, in contrast, is portrayed as more pragmatic and cautious. While he shares Morissot's
passion for fishing, he is acutely aware of the dangers posed by the war. This dynamic adds a layer of
tension to their relationship, as Sauvage often voices concerns about the consequences of their
actions. His character serves as a foil to Morissot, highlighting the different ways individuals cope with
the realities of conflict.

Conclusion

In "Two Friends," Guy de Maupassant crafts a poignant narrative that transcends the specifics of the
Franco-Prussian War. The story serves as a timeless exploration of friendship, loyalty, and the human
spirit's resilience in the face of adversity. Through the relationship between Morissot and Sauvage,
Maupassant captures the essence of what it means to be human in a world fraught with chaos. The
tragic ending resonates deeply, reminding readers of the fragility of life and the profound impact of
war on the bonds we hold dear.

In this short story, Maupassant not only provides a glimpse into the lives of two ordinary men but also
comments on the broader implications of conflict and the enduring power of friendship. "Two Friends"
remains a testament to Maupassant's literary genius and his ability to evoke empathy and reflection
through the art of storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in Guy de Maupassant's
‘'Two Friends'?

The main themes in 'Two Friends' include friendship, loyalty, the impact of war, and the absurdity of
violence. The story highlights how personal relationships are tested in times of conflict.

How does the setting of 'Two Friends' influence the story's
events?

The setting in "Two Friends' is during the Franco-Prussian War, which creates a backdrop of tension
and danger. This setting shapes the characters' decisions and ultimately leads to their tragic fate.

What is the significance of the characters' decision to go
fishing in 'Two Friends'?

The decision to go fishing represents a moment of normalcy and peace amidst the chaos of war. It
underscores the theme of nostalgia for simpler times and highlights the stark contrast between their
peaceful past and the violent present.



How does Maupassant portray the concept of honor in 'Two
Friends'?

Maupassant portrays honor as a complex and often contradictory concept. The characters' desire to
maintain their dignity in the face of war ultimately leads to their tragic end, suggesting that honor can
sometimes lead to fatal choices.

What literary techniques does Guy de Maupassant use in ‘Two
Friends' to enhance the story?

Maupassant employs techniques such as irony, vivid imagery, and foreshadowing to enhance the
emotional impact of the story. The use of dialogue also reveals the deep bond between the
characters, making their fate more poignant.
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